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Two Lashkar militants 
killed in Budgam gunfight

Operation was launched yesterday in district but militants gave slip; were traced today;: DGP Dilbagh 

HT News Desk

Budgam, Jan 17 Two local 
militants affiliated with 
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) 
were killed in a brief en-
counter with security 
forces in near Court Com-
plex in central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district, officials 
said here on Tuesday.
Talking to reporters on the 
side-lines of a function in 
Srinagar, Director Gener-
al of Police (DGP) Dilbag 
Singh said that the opera-
tion was launched yester-
day in Budgam, but after 
firefight for some time, 

the militants gave slip 
and however, were traced 
again today.

“During a naka, the mili-
tants were traced and were 
asked to stop for checking, 

but they jumped from the 
vehicle and fired upon the 
forces and tried to escape 
the spot,” he said and add-
ed that the fire was retaliat-
ed and the duo belonging to 
LeT and hailing from Pul-
wama district were killed 
during the encounter. 
“Both the militants were 
moving towards Srinagar 
district and the reasons 
behind will be known after 
the investigation. They left 
from their old hideout and 
were in search of the new 
hideout,” he said, as per 
the news agency—

Screening could prevent 
sudden cardiac death in 

young people: DAK
HT NEWS NETWORK 

Srinagar, Jan 17 (UNI) In the wake of spate 
of sudden cardiac deaths in Kashmir valley, 
Doctors Association Kashmir (DAK) on Tues-
day called for screening of young people for 

conditions that can lead to sudden cardiac ar-
rest or death.
“Screening could prevent sudden cardiac 

death in young people,” said DAK President 
Dr Nisar ul Hassan.
“Several of the diseases that cause sudden 

death in young people can be detected by car-
diac screening and treated before they turn 
into a tragedy,” he said.
Since the inception of winter with freezing 

temperatures, Kashmir valley this year wit-
nessed an increase in cardiac arrests

All Security Measures in place for Rahul Gandhi led ‘Bharat 
Jodo’ yatra, Smooth Conduct of Republic day Celebrations

No Threat inputs to the Yatra so far : DGP Dilbag Singh
HT News Desk 

Srinagar, Jan 17: Jammu and Kash-
mir police chief, Dilbag Singh on 
Tuesday said that there are no threat 
inputs to the upcoming Bharat Jodo 
Yatra and that all security measures 
have been taken to facilitate it when 
it reaches the UT.
“I chaired a security review and 
BJY was also discussed. There is 
no threat to the Yatra. All security 
measures will be taken to facilitate 
it at district and range level,” DGP 
told reporters in Srinagar on the 
side-lines of a function as per news 
agency—.
Replying to a query, the DGP said 
police have got some vital clues with 
regard to the Rajouri attacks and 
that the success will be achieved 
soon. The DGP said that police have 
got some vital clues during the in-
vestigation. “The area is close to the 
forest and after frequent militant 

sightings, four-five unsuccessful op-
erations have been launched. As far 
as investigation is concerned, we 
have got some solid clues and the ar-
rests will be made soon. I hope that 
the success will be achieved soon,” 
he said.DGP also said that “the main 
character behind terrorism in J&K 
and other parts of the country from 

across the border is being exposed 
at international level. The measures 
are being taken to tighten up the pro-
cess against the involved people and 
notify them as terrorists. The profile 
of these persons is also being sent to 
the different organizations working 
against the terrorism.”
Meanwhile, DGP chaired a high 
level security review meeting in 
Srinagar in which senior officers of 
Kashmir Zone participated. A police 
spokesman said that the meeting 
reviewed the crime and security 
scenario of the Valley. He said that 
arrangements for the upcoming Re-
public Day were also discussed.
Addressing the officers, the DGP 
said that action against the terror 
ecosystem must be carried Mean-
while, DGP chaired a high level se-
curity review meeting in Srinagar in 
which senior officers of Kashmir
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Lt Governor hands over 
appointment letter to martyr civil-

ian Puran Krishan Bhat’s wife

DC Srinagar chairs meeting of District Task 
Force on Measles-Rubella(MR) Elimination

Over 95% target population covered under immunization
HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR JANUARY 
17:- A meeting of District 
Task Force (DTF) on Mea-
sles & Rubella Elimination 
was today held under the 
Chairmanship of the Depu-
ty Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad here at Conference 
Hall of DC Office Complex, 
in order to further pace up 
the progress towards Mea-
sles-Rubella Elimination 
in the District.
Programme Officer, ICDS, 
Zeenat Ara, Chief Medical 
Officer, Srinagar Dr Ja-
meel, Chief Education Of-
ficer, Mohammad Shabir, 
Deputy CMO, Dr Nighat, 
Deputy CEO, Anjum Raja, 
all Block and Zonal Medi-

cal Officers, District Moni-
toring & Evaluation Officer 
and other concerned were 
present in the meeting.
During the meeting, a 
threadbare deliberations 
were held with regard to 
implementation of a road 
map formulated by the 
Government for Measles, 
Rubella Elimination from 
the Country by 2023. An 

Action Plan for achieving 
strategic objectives for 
Measles & Rubella Elim-
ination also came under 
discussion.
On the occasion, the DC 
urged upon the senior 
Health functionaries of the 
District to take all possi-
ble measures with focused 
attention in unison with 
ICDS and Education De-
partments to identify the 
dropout cases in District 
besides immunization pro-
cess for Measles, Rubella 
Elimination in the District.
The DC further stressed on 
better management of Uni-
versal Immunization pro-
gramme and Surveillance 
activities to achieve the 
target in
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HT News Network

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha today handed 
over appointment letter to 
Smt. Sweety Bhat, wife of 
martyr Sh Puran Krishan 
Bhat, who was killed by 

terrorists in Shopian.
“We stand with the family 
of late Puran Krishan Ji 
and committed for their 
well-being in the future,” 
observed the Lt Governor. 
The family members of Sh 
Puran Krishan Bhat were 
also present at the Raj Bha-

Moderate to strong Western Disturbances to 
affect J&K between Jan 22 and 24: MeT

Dy Dir says light to moderate snowfall is expected during this period in plains
HT News Network 

Srinagar, Jan 17: The weatherman on Tuesday said 
that fresh Western Disturbance is going to hit Jam-
mu and Kashmir from January 22 onwards during 
which the weather will remain erratic.
Talking to the news agency—Kashmir News Ob-
server (KNO), deputy director Meteorological De-
partment Mukhtar Ahmad said fresh Western Dis-
turbance is going to hit the region from January 22 
to 24.
He said from January 18 there will be back to back 
feeble Western Disturbances till 22 and between 
22 and 24 January it is expected that moderate to 
strong WDs will hit Jammu and Kashmir.
“During this period there will be chances of light to 
moderate snowfall in plains and moderate to heavy 
snowfall in upper reached in the Kashmir Valley. 
We are expecting a good system during this period,” 
he said.
He also said people should avoid venturing out 

in slopes and avalanche prone areas during this 
period“During this period there will be chances of 
light to moderate snowfall in plains and moderate 
to heavy snowfall in upper reached in the Kashmir 
Valley. We are expecting a good system during this 
period,” he said.
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To take over administrative control of 
shrines, Jamia Masjids, Waqf constitutes 

district level committees
‘Prepare list, submit report within 21 days’

HT News Network 

Srinagar, Jan 17: In a bid to take 
over administrative control of 
all the notified shrines and Mas-
jids, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Waqf Board on Tuesday consti-
tuted district level committees 
asking them to prepare a list 
of all shrines, Jamia Masjids, 
Khankahs and associated prop-
erties which are Waqf notified 
properties in the respective dis-
trict.
An order issued by Executive 
Magistrate Tehsildar (J&K 
Waqf Board), Ishtiyaq Mohi-ud-
din, a copy of which lies with 
the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), reads 
that the J&K Waqf Board has a 

large number of Notified Waqf 
properties that have not been 
administratively controlled till 
date, and were being managed 
privately by local committees. 
“However, in view of receipt of 
large number of complaints /
representations by the Hon’ble 
Chairperson, J&K Wag Board, 
from general public

Aapki Zameen, Aapki Nigrani portal 
revolutionizing revenue system across J&K

HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, JANUARY 17: The 
J&K people are appreciating Aapki 
Zameen Aapki Nigrani move of the 
administration as a citizen friendly 
measure bringing in transparency 
and accountability in the land re-
cord system.
Keeping pace with the innovation, 

Jammu and Kashmir government 
under the leadership of Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha launched 
a historic initiative of extending 
hassle free online access to Land 
Records to people which revolution-
ized the revenue world of the UT.
E-governance, having immense 

importance in today’s world, raises 
the transparency, accountability, 
efficiency and inclusiveness in the 

governing process in terms of reli-
able access to all information by the 
citizens.
Land Records Information System 

under the tag “Aapki Zameen Aap-
ki Nigrani” allows public users to 

search and view copies of scanned 
revenue data online on CIS Portal 
http://landrecords.jk.gov.in/ and 
reduces interference of revenue 
officials in land dealings and give 
people right to access their land 
records at a click of a button, there-
by reducing manipulation and im-
proving the efficiency of Revenue 
offices substantially.
Aapki Zameen Aapki Nigrani is a 

sequel to the national programme 
of Digital India Land Records Mod-
ernization Programme (DILRMP) 
envisaging enhanced services to 
the common people in land matters. 
DILRMP was formally launched in 
the UT in April 2016 for improving 
online accessibility to Land Re-
cords System bringing an
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Major controversy over participation 
of Lal Singh in Bharat Jodo Yatra

Congress leader resigns, says former minister defended rapists of young Kathua girl, divided J&K

HT NEWS NETWORK | (KNO)

Jammu, Jan 17): A major controver-
sy has erupted over the participation 
of former minister Lal Singh in Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra with a 
lawyer, who was at the forefront of a 
campaign to seek justice for eight-year-
old Kathua child who was gang-raped 
and murdered in 2018, resigning from 
the Congress on Tuesday over allow-
ing Singh to participate in the Yatra, 
which will enter Jammu & Kashmir 
this week.
In a series of tweets, as per news agen-

cy—Kashmir News Observer  (KNO), 
Advocate Deepika Pushkar Nath an-
nounced her resignation from the 
party, saying Lal Singh defended the 
rapists of the girl and divided the en-
tire Jammu & Kashmir to protect the 
rapists.
“In view of Ch.Lal Singh's proposal of 

joining @bharatjodo &  @INCJammu-
Kashmir  allowing the same, I am left 
with no other option but to resign from 
@INCIndia .Lal Singh was responsible 
in sabotaging the Kathua rape case in 
2018 by brazenly defending rapists,” 
Deepika tweeted.
Deepika, who was also spokesperson 

of J&K unit of Congress, said Lal Singh 
divided the entire region of Jammu 

& Kashmir to protect the rapists and 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is ideologically op-
posite to actions of the former minis-
ter.
“Lal Singh divided the entire region of 

Jammu & Kashmir to protect the rap-
ists and @bharatjodo is ideologically 
opposite. On ideological grounds, I can-
not share the party platform with such 
a person,” she said.
Lal Singh along with Chandra Prakash 

Ganga were forced to resign from Meh-
booba Mufti-led council of ministers on 
April 13, 2018 over their participation 
in a rally in support of Kathua rapists.
After his ouster from the cabinet, 

Singh had led a massive campaign to 
seek CBI probe in Kathua rape and 
murder case, saying this was a
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SED directs to imple-

ment SHRESHTA scheme 

from 2023-24

Srinagar, Jan 17: The 
School Education De-
partment has ordered to 
implement Scheme for 
Residential Education 
for Students in High 
Schools in Targeted Ar-
eas (SHRESHTA) to pro-
vide seats for the meri-
torious Schedule Caste 
(SC) boys and girls in 
the best private residen-
tial schools.Authorities 
have said that the stu-
dents would be selected 
for admission in Class 9 
and Class 11 under the 
scheme for academic 
year 2023-24.This was re-
vealed by the Divisional 
Coordinator of Director-
ate of School Education 
Kashmir (DSEK) in a 
communiqué to
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Kashmir’s last generation of chain-stitch 
artisans sees no future for the craft

HT NEWS NETWORK 

Srinagar, Jan 17 Traditional chain-
stitch craft is witnessing slow death 
with craft restricted to old generation 
of artisans.
Mohammad Irfan Wani, a chain 

stitch artist from Malchemar Aali 
Kadal told news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), that his fam-
ily has been associated with ‘Jalak-
dozi’ craft for the last 200 years. But 
he is worried the craft which his fore-
fathers introduced in his family will 
have no takers now.
“I will be the last person in my fam-

ily to be associated with the art as 
none is ready to learn. Also, there is 
a low demand for chain stitch items. 
An artisan earns a mere  Rs 100-150 
per day and they can’t sustain their 
families,” he said.
He blamed the government for its 

failure in reviving the art.“Our items 
are reaching every country and de-
mand can increase too. But middle-
men are looting both artists and cus-
tomers and despite repeated requests 
to the government, no step has been 
taken to stop this practice,” he said.
Gulzar Ahmad (61), another artist 

from Aali Kadal in Srinagar com-
plained that there is little demand for 
the chain stitch products.
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DDC Chairperson; ex-MLC; Travel 

Agents Association Jammu call on LG
HT NEWS NETWORK 

Jammu, Jan 17 Nuzhat Ish-
faq, DDC Chairperson, Gan-
derbal called on Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha Tues-
day at Raj Bhawan.
The DDC Chairperson ap-
prised the Lt Governor about 
various issues of public im-
portance of Ganderbal. She 
also put forth the issue of in-
stallation of electric poles in 
the district.
Former Legislator, Surinder 
Ambardar also called on the 
Lt Governor and projected 
welfare issues of the Minori-
ty Community employees 
working in Kashmir.
He hailed the Lt Gover-
nor-led UT administration 
for the land reforms and tak-

ing concrete measures for 
the equitable development of 
J&K.
Later, Nazir Ahmad Ga-
nie, BJP District President 
Anantnag, met the Lt Gov-
ernor and apprised him 
about the various develop-
mental issues of Anantnag 
pertaining to augmentation 
of healthcare facilities, road 
widening, and other such 
matters.
Meanwhile, Travel

CONTINUED ON 8 PAGE  07



02 SRINAGAR, JANUARY 18, 2023,WEDNESDAY HEADLINES TODAYHT - NEWS

Republic Day-2023 arrangements 
finalized at Budgam

BUDGAM, JANUARY 
17: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Budgam, S 
F Hamid today chaired a 
meeting of District Offi-
cers and various security 
agencies to finalise ar-
rangements for Republic 
Day-2023 celebrations in 
the district.
It was given out that the 

main function of the Day 
shall be held at Sports 
Stadium Budgam while 
similar functions would 
be held at sub-division 
and Tehsil levels also.
The meeting was in-

formed that contingents 
of JKP, IRP, CRPF, NCC, 
students of various gov-
ernment and private 
schools will participate 
in the march past parade. 
Besides various cultural 
programmes would also 
be part of the celebrations 
and a felicitation ceremo-
ny would also be held.
On the occasion, various 

committees like invita-
tion cards committee, 
hospitality committee, 

stage management com-
mittee, selection commit-
tee which were formed 
already were directed to 
complete formalities for 
the smooth conduct of the 
celebrations.
Different departments’ 

viz. Education, PHE, R&B, 
Information, Health, 
Sports, Traffic, Motor 
Vehicles, Police, Floricul-
ture, PDD, Municipality 
and Paramilitary Forces 
were earmarked for look-
ing after their respective 
assignments.
The decoration of the 

main venue ground, seat-
ing arrangements, unin-

terrupted power supply, 
drinking water/tanker 
service, barricading of 
venue, medical aid camp, 
availability of ambu-
lance, deployment of fire 
tenders, transportation 
facilities, adequate and 
separate vehicle parking, 
refreshment,  invitations, 
PAS system, brochures, 
cleanliness and sanita-
tion measures were dis-
cussed threadbare in the 
meeting while as special 
emphasis was laid on re-
freshments, transporta-
tion, mobile toilets and 
change room facilities for 
participating students.

Road Safety Week,ADDC Ganderbal 
inaugurates free Eye Screening camp for Drivers

GANDERBAL, JANUARY 17: on the 
conclusion day of National Road Safety 
Week, the Assistant Regional Transport 
Office (ARTO), Ganderbal in collabora-
tion with CMO Office today organized a 
daylong free eye screening cum medical 
camp for drivers at Bus Stand near SSP 
Office.The camp was inaugurated by the 
Additional District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Ganderbal, Mushtaq 
Ahmad Simnani along with Chief Med-
ical Officer, Dr Afroza Shah, ARTO, Wa-
jahat Qayoom and EO Municipal Coun-
cil Ganderbal, Naveed Aijaz.
During the camp, hundreds of drivers 

were screened for eyesight check-up and 
other health screening by concerned 
doctors. Speaking on the occasion, the 
ADDC said that lakhs of people die annu-
ally in our country due to road accidents 
and many more are permanently dis-
abled. He said that the aim of observing 
National Road Safety Week is to generate 
awareness among the commuters about 
road safety measures to bring down fa-

talities and Road Traffic Injuries saying 
that everyone should respect each other 
while driving and take proper care of 
their and others safety.He advised par-
ticipants to incorporate good driving 
practices for driving Commercial vehi-
cles and to ensure proper maintenance 
of commercial vehicles regularly.
On the occasion, ARTO aprised the 

drivers about the traffic norms and 
urged them to strictly follow the traffic 
rules to control the road mishaps and 
save human lives.

Republic Day arrangements finalized at Kupwara
KUPWARA, JANUARY 17: On 

the directions of Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Kupwara, Dr. 
Doifode Sagar Dattatray, ADC 
Kupwara, Ghulam Nabi Bhat 
today chaired a meeting of all 
concerned officers, here to fi-
nalize the arrangements for 
smooth and hassle free celebra-
tion of Republic Day 2023.
         The ADDC Kupwara, Al-

taf Ahmad Khan; ADC Hand-
wara, Nazir Ahmad Mir; ASP 
Kupwara, SDM Lolab, CEO, 
CMO, CAO, DIO, AD Planning, 
District and Sectoral Officers 
were present on the occasion, 
besides senior officers of BSF, 
CRPF and Police.
The meeting held a threadbare 

discussion and the officers gave 
details of their preparations 
with regard to smooth celebra-
tion of the National Event.
         The meeting was informed 

that the function will start with 
Shahnai Vadan at 8:00 AM, 
while the National Flag will be 
hoisted at 9:55 AM.
The meeting was further in-

formed that the main function 
of the Republic Day will be held 
at District Police Lines (DPL) 
Kupwara, where National Flag 
will be hoisted and the VIP will 

take salute on the March Past 
comprising the contingents of 

JKP, JKAP, CRPF, IRP, BSF, 
FPP, Home Guard, NCC cadets 
and school children.
  The ADC asked all officers to 

work with coordination and en-
sure proper arrangements on 
ground for smooth conduct of 

the event.
 It was given out in the meet-

ing that uninterrupted pow-
er and water supply shall be 
kept available at the venue for 
which concerned officers were 
given directions on the spot. 
Likewise, CMO was directed 
to keep Ambulance with first 

aid and doctors available at the 
venue. EO MC Kupwara was 

asked to maintain proper san-
itation and cleanliness at the 
event. Information Department 
was asked to ensure proper 
coverage of the event besides, 
installation of Public Address 
System. Police department was 

asked to keep alternate PAS 
system/DG System available at 
the venue.
 Other arrangements were 

also reviewed which include 
refreshment for cultural pro-
grammes, reception of chief 
guest, transport, fire and 
emergency services, cultural 
programmes, deployment of 
magistrates, distribution of in-
vitation cards, selection of offi-
cers/officials for recognition of 
their extra ordinary services, 
barricading and other arrange-
ments.
 The ADC asked concerned 

officers to ensure proper exhi-
bition of schemes through Tab-
leau to showcase developmen-
tal activities of there respective 
departments and government 
schemes. He said all efforts 
shall be made to make the Na-
tional Function more attractive 
and informative.
       He directed the concerned 

officers for maintaining proper 
protocol in seating arrange-
ment. The ADC also asked Of-
ficers to ensure their presence 
including staff in the Republic 
Day functions and ensure flag 
hoisting in their respective of-
fices.

Patient in high risk 
evacuated from Machil 

KUPWARA, JANUARY 17:  With the timely interven-
tion of  District Administration Kupwara on war foot 
basis, one more life has been saved from the tough situ-
ation in snow bound Machil area today. 
                  The Deputy Commissioner Kupwara with the 

active support of Army arranged a chopper service for 
evacuating a high risk patient namely Zareena from 
Thali Dudi in Machil area of Kupwara district.
           The Department of Health & FW in its release 

have expressed gratitude and thanked  District Ad-
ministration  Kupwara in general and DC Kupwara Dr 
Daifode Sagar Dattatray in particular for arranging a 
Choper service to evacuate the high risk patient from 
snow bound area.
        The release further reads that during past 72 hours 

two patients got saved due to the in time intervention 
of young & dynamic Deputy  Commissioner Dr Sagar, 
who is committed to quality patient care in this far 
flung & border District. 
       The people of the district, especially living in far-

flung area have hailed the efforts of  Deputy Commis-
sioner for his dedication and commitment for such ex-
emplary human services.

Chairman DDC Budgam holds 
Public Darbaar at SK Pora

BUDGAM, JANUARY 17: The Chairman District 
Development Council (DDC) Budgam, Nazir Ahmad 
Khan today held a public darbaar at Block S K Pora 
of the district.
On the occasion, a detailed review of the functioning 

of various departments was also taken to take stock of 
the progress of various works being undertaken un-
der PRI, BDC and DDC grants.
Block Development Officer SK Pora gave a detailed 

presentation about the status of various works partic-
ularly SBM—Gramin, construction of Compost Pits 
and Amrit Sarvorar.
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Budgam ap-

prised the public about the ongoing JJM schemes in 
the block.
Chairman DDC impressed upon all the officials to 

work in close coordination to achieve the required 
targets. He further added that all officials should im-
prove their performances and ensure viable imple-
mentation of all schemes on the ground.
Senior officers of the various departments, PRI mem-

bers and local senior citizens were also present on the 
occasion.

AKAM: Capacity Building 
Program under Nasha Mukht

 Abhiyan held at Anantnag
ANANTNAG, JANUARY 17: As part of Azadi Ka Am-

rut Mahotsav (AKAM), a capacity building program 
under Nasha Mukt Abhiyan was today organized by 
the District Administration Anantnag in collaboration 
with Department of Health and Department of Educa-
tion at HSS Vessu, here.
During the event, the master trainer from the Health 

department informed the attendees about the classical 
symptoms to identify students under stress and vul-
nerable to being pulled towards substance abuse. They 
were trained on how to counsel students and their 
parents and were apprised of the various institutional 
mechanisms in place for helping such students.
The event was part of a series of such capacity build-

ing programs being organized to train the staff from 
the Education department for counselling and sensitiz-
ing students against the menace of drug abuse.

Mock Drill/ Fire Safety 
audit conducted at District

 Hospital Kulgam
KULGAM, JANUARY 17: District Hospital Adminis-

tration, Kulgam in coordination with Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services Kulgam today conducted 
Fire Safety audit and Mock drill at District Hospital, 
here.During the exercise, participants from para-med-
ical, nursing and technical staff of different sections 
of the Hospital were sensitized about the Fire Hazard 
& precautionary measures to be adopted for safety 
during any fire incidents.A live demonstration about 
handling and operating of Fire extinguishers and 
mock drill demonstrating various safety measures one 
can adopt in case of fire incident and natural disasters 
was also conducted.
Later, an elaborated session on First aid was also held 

besides evacuation/mock drills, search and rescue ex-
ercises were carried out.The authorities and experts 
also carried out a Fire audit of the Hospital. A live 
demonstration about handling and operating of Fire 
extinguishers and mock drill demonstrating various 
safety measures one can adopt in case of fire incident 
and natural disasters was also conducted.
Later, an elaborated session on First aid was also held 

besides evacuation/mock drills, search and rescue ex-
ercises were carried out.

34th Road Safety Week 
celebrations culminate with 

Valedictory function at Budgam
BUDGAM, JANUARY 

17: A week-long pro-
gramme on Road Safety 
ended with a valedictory 
function held at Sheikh 
Ul Alam Hall, Budgam.
Students from different 

schools of the district 
besides Presidents along 
with drivers from 21 
registered sumo stands, 
PUCC Operators partici-
pated in the event.
A thematic play by Raas-

hi Films was also played 
whereby an attempt to 
spread awareness about 
following road safety 
rules was made.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, the Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (ADC) 
Budgam, Dr. Nasir Ah-
mad highlighted the im-
portance of road safety 
measures and requested 
masses to always abide 
by the basic traffic rules. 
He called for spreading 
mass awareness about 
the safety rules and tak-
ing corrective measures 
to make the roads safe 

for commuters.
Dr Nasir also stressed 

on the concerned officers 
to take all required mea-
sures to decongest the 
roads to ensure smooth 
flow of traffic.
Earlier, Sheikh Man-

zoor Ahmad, Assistant 
Regional Transport 
(ARTO) Budgam briefed 
the audience about the 
merits of following road 
safety measures.
He also informed the 

hall about activities con-
ducted on the subject 
matter during preced-
ing week and reiterated 
that such programmes 
shall continue through-
out the year, so that the 
ultimate goal of reducing 
road traffic fatalities and 
injuries is reduced in the 
district.
Later, Additional Depu-

ty Commissioner (ADC) 
Budgam, Dr. Nasir felic-
itated various persons 
for their adorable con-
tribution to Road safety 
week.

Road Safety Week: Artists perform 
Cultural programme on Road Safety

ANANTNAG, JANUARY 17: A series 
of activities to raise awareness among 
the masses with respect to road safety 
marked the culmination of National 
Road Safety Week-2023 themed ‘Swach-
tha Pakhwada’ at Anantnag.
On this occasion, Motor Vehicle De-

partment Anantnag organised Valedic-
tory function at Govt Degree College for 
Women Anantnag, here during which 
Theatre, Skit and Ladishah was per-
formed by Tulkul Media Art with the 
theme ‘Safe Driving’.
Additional District Development Com-

missioner (ADDC) Anantnag, Bashir Ah 
Wani presided over the function.
Speaking at the event, the ADDC pre-

sented his views regarding safety mea-
sures to be taken while driving before 
the audience which included the staff of 
MVD, students, transporters and repre-
sentatives of all the Pollution Checking 
Centres and Automobile Dealers of the 

district.
Earlier, Assistant Regional Transport 

Officer (ARTO) Anantnag, Dr Moham-
mad Zubair Lattoo briefed the chief 
guest about week-long activities con-
ducted across the district through a pow-
erpoint presentation. He stressed on the 
continuation of awareness campaigns 
at different levels to educate masses re-
garding observance of traffic rules and 
regulations while plying vehicles.
DySP Traffic Anantnag, Dr Idrees pre-

sented a vote of thanks to the partici-
pants.At the end awards (mementos/ 
certificates) were distributed by the 
dignitaries among the participants who 
played an active role in successful con-
duct of the 34th National Road Safety 
Week, 2023.The programme was attend-
ed by CMO, DMO, Principal GDC Wom-
en, DEPO besides students, traffic union 
representatives, Drivers, media frater-
nity etc.

Dy. Mayor SMC & Corporator takes 
review of ongoing works at Khanyar
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 17: The Dy. 

Mayor Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
(SMC), Parvaiz Ahmad Qadri along with 
Corporator, Zubair Fayaz Dar Ward No.45 
(Doulatabad) today took an on spot review 
of ongoing works in Khnayar area.
During the visit to Badu Bagh, Abi 

Nowpora and other areas of Khanyar, the 
Dy. Mayor along with the team took an on 
spot review of all developmental works 
and other civic services being provided 
by SMC in respective jurisdictions.
The locals and representatives of these 

areas thanked the Deputy Mayor for his 
visit and apprised him of  various devel-
opmental requirements in the said areas.
They demanded construction/repairing 

of Lane at Badu Bagh, reconstruction/
repairing of damaged link road at Badu 
Bagh, replacement of damaged wooden 
poles at Badu Bagh, laying of new tap wa-
ter pipe line at various places of Electoral 
Ward No.45 Doulatabad, raising of man-
holes at Badu Bagh, up-gradation of link 
road at Abi Nowpora and construction/
up-gradation of lanes and by-lanes of Elec-
toral Ward No.45 Doulatabad.
The Dy. Mayor issued on the spot direc-

tions to the concerned officers to take ap-
propriate necessary action with respect 
to the issues raised by the representatives  
and directed for the redressal of  griev-
ances  faced by the residents of Badu Bagh 

and Abi Nowpora Khanyar.
The representatives of the Badu Bagh 

and Abi Nowpora Khanyar Srinagar as-
sured full cooperation with the SMC Offi-
cers/Officials.
The Dy.Mayor was accompanied by var-

ious senior officials of SMC including 
Assistant Executive Engineer (S&D 1st 
UEED), Assistant Executive Engineer 
(PHE), Assistant Executive Engineer 
(RRWD Nowpora), Assistant Executive 
Engineer (City Roads), SMC and other 
officers/officials of corporation. They de-
manded construction/repairing of Lane 
at Badu Bagh, reconstruction/repairing 
of damaged link road at Badu Bagh, re-
placement of damaged wooden poles at 
Badu Bagh, laying of new tap water pipe 
line at various places of Electoral Ward 
No.45 Doulatabad, raising of manholes at 
Badu Bagh, up-gradation of link road.

All Public services shifted to online mode at Kulgam
Shift to e-Services is revolutionary; ensuring prompt & robust public services delivery: DC Kulgam
Farooq Rather 

KULGAM, JANUARY 17: With 
an ultimate aim and objective 
to ensure prompt and robust 
public services delivery, the 
District Administration Kul-
gam has shifted all its public de-
livery services to online mode, 
majority of which are RAS inte-
grated.
This paradigm shift or transi-

tion from offline to online mode 
has been made due to stringent 
efforts of District Administra-
tion. Especially noteworthy has 
been the digitization of Land 
Records.
Kulgam has achieved the feat 

of hosting all public services 
online in a record time, well 
before the January 26 deadline, 
informed the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr.Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat.
He further stated that in view 

of universal use of internet 
facilities and widening of the 
CSC network in the district, 
the complete shift towards 
e-Services is inevitable and the 
administration has been effec-
tive in providing these services 

online well before the Govern-
ment’s deadline.
By this noteworthy transition, 

services are being provided to 
all at the click of a button with 
the quality check and feedback 
system of RAS and is a great 
feat in ensuring citizen centric 
public administration, he add-
ed.
All beneficiary, employment 

oriented and departments of 
Industries, Employment, Rev-
enue, Agriculture and agri- al-
lied, Health, H&UDD, Educa-
tion, Tourism, Social Welfare, 
R&B, KVIB, Skill Development, 
FCS&CA, Transport, Jal Shak-
ti, Cooperative, Mining and 
others have been effectively 
taken onboard RAS.
Services ranging from Apply-

ing for Ration Card, mutations, 
Fard, land demarcations, ac-
cessing land records to taking 
benefits of employment genera-
tion schemes, or venturing into 
entrepreneurship or getting 
into mining, all is available on-
line now, said DC while adding 
that all people need to be sensi-
tised about the same.
He said that all heads of de-

partments have been asked to 
intensify massive awareness 
camps in remote areas of the 
district on the availability of 
these online services.
So far, it was intimated that 

the district has received a good 
response of services being ac-
cessed through online mode for 
various certificates, documents 
and services. In the Revenue 
department alone, over 90000 
people have applied for various 
revenue services, out of which, 

about 88000 people have been 
provided services within time 
limits of Public Services Guar-
antee Act (PSGA) in the ongo-
ing year. Rest is under process.
This online shift of services 

has paved the way for transpar-
ent, accountable and accessible 
Government to citizen trans-
actions, where people need not 
to visit offices physically any-
more, and has been cost effec-
tive for the people.
The  online mode of devices 

has also ensured time-bound 
issuance of certificates, docu-
ments, and other services to 
the applicants/people and has 
infused a new vibrancy in the 
administrative system, added 
Dr Bilal.  He also said that out 
of 320 services, 189 are RAS in-
tegrated.
With regard to Digitization 

of land records, DC said that 
Kulgam has completed Digiti-
zation of land records and peo-
ple are proactively accessing 
and availing services through 
‘Aapki Zameen Aapki Nigrani’ 
portal.
People are already getting 

various revenue certificates in-
cluding income, domicile, cat-
egory certificates, land change 
use and other revenue related 
services.
Rehbar-e-Kulgam portal which 

is a novel initiative of the Dis-
trict Administration Kulgam 
has been a significant motiva-
tion for the youth of the district 
to explore various employment 
generation schemes. It has cre-
ated opportunities for young 
people to explore their diverse 
passions and interests.
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Div. Training program on ‘Promotion of Vegetables & Exotic 

vegetables’ held at Agriculture Complex Lalmandi
SRINAGAR, JANU-

ARY 17: Owing to special 
agro-climatic conditions 
(Himalayan conditions) 
of the region there is vast 
potential for the promo-
tion of exotic as well as 
traditional vegetable sec-
tor and under holistic de-
velopment of Agriculture 
and allied sectors a spe-
cial focus has been shifted 
towards this field.
These views were ex-

pressed by Director Agri-
culture Kashmir, Chow-
dhury Mohammad Iqbal 
while delivering a special 
lecture on ‘Promotion of 
Vegetable/ Exotic Veg-
etables under Open and 
Hi- tech protected cultiva-
tion’ in a divisional level 
training programme held 
at Lalmandi, Srinagar.
The Director Agricul-

ture said that the vegeta-
ble sector has huge scope 
in the Valley and could 
generate a large number 
of employment opportu-
nities. He said that under 

the holistic document a 
special programme has 
been designed for this 
purpose so that maxi-
mum opportunities un-
der this sector could be 
explored.

Iqbal asked the officers 
of different allied depart-
ments to work in close 
coordination so that the 
desired results could be 
achieved under all the 
projects of the Holistic 

Document.
Director Agriculture 

said that with the intro-
duction of more exotic 
vegetables to our main 
vegetable menu we are 
actually endeavouring to 
boost the agri-economy of 
the region. ‘We can grow 
almost all the vegetables 
grown in Europe and UK 
and earn good prices for 
our produce at national 
and international level’, 
he further added.
The training programme 

was attended by Joint Di-
rector (Ext.) Mohammad 
Syed Peer, Joint Direc-
tor (Inputs) Farooq Ah-
mad Bhat, Joint Director 
(Mushroom and Apicul-
ture) Tabassum Naz and 
other officers of Agricul-
ture and allied depart-
ments. The training pro-
gramme was attended by 
Joint Director (Ext.) Mo-
hammad Syed Peer, Joint 
Director (Inputs) Farooq 
Ahmad Bhat, Joint Direc-
tor.

NRLM Anantnag organized 
Bankers workshop at Dooru

ANANTNAG, JANUARY 
17: The National Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission 
(NRLM) Block Dooru 
(UMEED) today organized 
a Bankers Workshop in 
collaboration with Lead 
District Manager J&K 
Bank at Dooru Block, 
here.
The aim of the workshop 
was to sensitize the bank-
ers and the community for 
proper implementation of 
the programme and offer 
an opportunity for direct 
interaction between bank-
ers and SHG members.
On the occasion, Block 
Programme Manager 
NRLM presented an over-
view of activities, ap-
proach and achievements 
of UMEED, particularly 
in the area of financial in-
clusion.
During the workshop 
the participants were in-
formed about different 
schemes and loans being 
provided by banks.
The officers in the camp 

also stressed on finan-
cial awareness and basic 
banking facilities for the 
educated unemployed 
youth of the district.
DPM FI, Sakib Shafi, Dis-
trict Mission Manage-
ment Unit NRLM Anant-
nag, BPM Dooru, Lead 
Bank Manager (incharge) 
Lead bank officials, con-
cerned Branch Managers 
from J&K Bank and SHG 
members were also pres-
ent in the workshop. The 
aim of the workshop was 
to sensitize the bankers 
and the community for 
proper implementation of 
the programme and offer 
an opportunity for direct 
interaction between bank-
ers and SHG members.
On the occasion, Block 
Programme Manager 
NRLM presented an over-
view of activities, ap-
proach and achievements 
of UMEED, particularly 
in the area of financial in-
clusion.

DC visits Indian Army’s Administered 
Chinar 9 Jawan Club Baramulla

Admin prioritizing Skill Devtt for enhancing employability of Youth: Dr Sehrish
BARAMULLA, JANUARY 17: 
The Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Dr Syed Sehrish 
Asgar accompanied by Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue Peerzada 
Mumtaz Ahmad today paid visit to 
vocational training centre, Chinar 
9 Jawan Club Baramulla which is 
administered by the Indian Army.
The visit was aimed to take stock 
of several necessities and facilities 
available in the club.
It is worth mentioning here that 
Chinar 9 Jawan Club Baramulla 
is a vocational training centre 
established under Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) wherein 
several skill development courses 
like Hospitality, Retail, Fashion 
Designing, Music, Art, Comput-
ers etc are being imparted to the 
youth.

On the occasion, the DC interact-
ed with the trainees and enquired 
about different facilities and ame-
nities that are provided to them. 
During the interaction, the train-
ees shared their on ground expo-
sure with which they are being 
acquainted.
Meanwhile, the instructors of the 
vocational club apprised the DC 
about different programmes and 
courses currently being imparted 
to the enthusiastic aspirants of the 
district.
After taking a thorough inspec-
tion, the DC complimented the 
young aspirants who are current-
ly enrolled in the club and said 
that upscaling skill development 
among our youth have been one of 
the top most priority of the pres-
ent dispensation.

She said that several initiatives 
are being taken by the district 
administration which aims to pro-
vide a conducive and suitable en-

vironment for the young entrepre-
neurs so that they can become job 
providers rather than job seekers.
Urging the youth to come forward 

and avail benefits from such cen-
tres, Dr Sehrish added that skill 
development courses in the con-
temporary circumstances is the 
viable option to enhance employ-
ability in the current job market.
stone.s donated blood in the camp. 
She said that several initiatives 
are being taken by the district 
administration which aims to pro-
vide a conducive and suitable en-
vironment for the young entrepre-
neurs so that they can become job 
providers rather than job seekers.
Urging the youth to come forward 
and avail benefits from such cen-
tres, Dr Sehrish added that skill 
development courses in the con-
temporary circumstances is the 
viable option to enhance employ-
ability in the current job market.
stone.s donated blood in the camp.

Republic Day-2023 arrangements 
reviewed at Ganderbal

GANDERBAL, JANU-
ARY 17: The Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 

(ADC) Ganderbal, Meh-
raj-ud-din Shah today con-
vened a meeting of all core 
committees constituted 
to overlook the arrange-
ment for the celebration of 
Republic Day 2023 in the 
district.
The meeting held thread-

bare discussions on var-
ious arrangements to be 
put in place at the venue 
for the main function, in-
cluding preparation and 
consolidation of the venue 
ground, podium, march 

past and cultural pro-
grams, security, seating, 
transportation, barricad-

ing, parking, electricity, 
refreshment, medicare, 
deployment of fire ten-
ders, media management 
and sanitation measures.
During the meeting, the 

ADC enquired about the 
arrangement being made 
and all committees briefed 
him regarding the status 
of arrangements pertain-
ing to them.
Highlighting the impor-

tance of the auspicious 
day, ADC emphasized that 
being a national event, Re-

public day function should 
be celebrated with fervor 
and enthusiasm and as 
such all the necessary ar-
rangements must be put in 
place to make the occasion 
a success and urged all 
the core committees that 
the arrangements shall be 
made in proper and effi-
cient manner.
The meeting was attended 

by CPO, Irfan Ahmad Giri, 
DTO, Executive Engineers 
of R&B and PDD besides 
other district and sectoral 
officers. The meeting held 
threadbare discussions on 
various arrangements to 
be put in place at the ven-
ue for the main function, 
including preparation and 
consolidation of the venue 
ground, podium, march 
past and cultural pro-
grams, security, seating, 
transportation, barricad-
ing, parking, electricity, 
refreshment, medicare, 
deployment of fire ten-
ders, media management 
and sanitation measures.
During the meeting, the 

ADC enquired about the 
arrangement being made 
and all committees briefed 
him regarding the status 
of arrangements pertain-
ing to them.

Lumberdars/Chowkidar conference held at Town Hall Kupwara
DC Kupwara asks for identifying drug victims for their rehabilitation 

KUPWARA, JANUARY 17:  Dis-
trict Administration Kupwara to-
day organized a conference of all 
Lumberdars and Chowkidars re-
garding their sensitization towards 
Drug De-addiction efforts.
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, 

Dr. Doifode Sagar Dattatray was 
chief guest on the occasion. ADC 
Kupwara, Ghulam Nabi Bhat; CEO 
Kupwara, Tehsildars and other of-
ficers were present during the con-
ference.Addressing the conference, 
the Deputy Commissioner said that 
strict measures have been put in 
place by the District Administra-
tion in curbing the drug menace. 
Giving details, he said 300 arrests 
and 30 PSAs have been made, be-
sides, 50 kg of different narcotic sub-
stances have been seized recently 

in the district.The Deputy Commis-
sioner asked the Chowkidars and 
Lumberdars to extend their support 
to the District Administration in 
identifying the drug abuse victims 
for their proper counselling and 
rehabilitation.The Deputy Commis-
sioner shared his Helpline Number 
9484009093 with the Lumberdars/
Chowkidars for reporting the drug 
victims for their proper rehabilita-
tion.  He asked them to take it as a 
moral duty by supporting drug vic-
tims in coming out from the men-
ace so that they can live a normal 
life.         ADC Kupwara also spoke 
and emphasized the role of the Lum-
berdars/Chowkidars in identifying 
the drug victims in their villages.
CEO Kupwara and various oth-

er speakers threw light on the ill 

effects of drugs on the youth and 
society and highlighted the need 
for eradication of the menace. The 
Deputy Commissioner asked the 
Chowkidars and Lumberdars to 
extend their support to the District 
Administration in identifying the 
drug abuse victims for their proper 
counselling and rehabilitation.
The Deputy Commissioner shared 

his Helpline Number 9484009093 
with the Lumberdars/Chowkidars 
for reporting the drug victims for 
their proper rehabilitation.  He 
asked them to take it as a moral 
duty. The Deputy Commission-
er shared his Helpline Number 
9484009093 with the Lumberdars/
Chowkidars for reporting the drug 
victims for their proper rehabilita-
tion.  He asked them to take it.

ADDC Bandipora chairs 
DLTC meeting

BANDIPORA, JANUARY 17: On the directions Dep-
uty Commissioner Bandipora (chairman DLTC) Dr. 
Owais Ahmed, the Additional District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC) Bandipora, Ali Afsar Khan on 
Tuesday chaired a meeting of District Level Technical 
Committee (DLTC) at mini Secretariat, here.
The meeting was held to finalize the Scale of Finance 

for the year 2023-24 for Agriculture, Horticulture, Seri-
culture, Floriculture, Fisheries, Animal and Sheep 
Husbandry.
During the meeting, threadbare discussion was held 

on various aspects to determine and fix the Scale of Fi-
nance for providing short term loans to the farmers to 
strengthen the backbone of the economy.
On the occasion, the ADDC sought detailed feedback 

from the officers regarding the costs involved in differ-
ent inputs of crops.
He directed officers to ensure maximum coverage of 

beneficiaries under Government Schemes.
Chief Manager C&APD Zahoor Ahmad Andrabi, Lead 

District Manager Bandipora, representatives of Agri-
culture, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, 
NABARD, District Coordinator SBI, Manager PNB, 
Manager Grameen Bank, coordinator KVK Bandipora 
and other concerned attended the meeting.

ADC Anantnag chairs FRA 
meeting

ANANTNAG, JANUARY 17: The Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) Anantnag, Gulzar Ahmad to-
day chaired a meeting for discussing cases related to 
Forest Rights Act 2006.
A total of 83 cases were deliberated upon during the 

meeting. After thorough deliberations, 70 cases were 
cleared while 13 were referred back to the Sub-Divi-
sional Committees.
Speaking on the occasion, the ADC said that the act 

has proved instrumental in granting individual and 
community rights to genuine beneficiaries who rely 
on forests for their livelihood.
The meeting was attended by SDMs, ACD, officials 

from the Forest Department among others.

J&K Forest Department

 organises Vocational Training Course 

at Manigam Ganderbal

GANDERBAL, JANUARY 17: A three days vocation-
al training course on “Wilderness First Aid & Leave 
No Trace” under Green India Mission- Enhancement 
of livelihood concluded today at Police Training 
School Manigam, here.
The course was conducted by J&K Forest Depart-

ment in consultation with HANIFL centre, Wood-
stock School Mussoorie, Dehradun and in collabora-
tion with J&K Mountaineering and Adventure Club 
and Police Training School Manigam.
Around 25 Beneficiaries, identified from villages of 

Sonamarg, Gagangeer, Kullan Ganderbal, who act as 
local eco-guides on the different Forest Treks of the 
district are part of the training course.
The certificate is of International recognition and 

shall provide opportunities for enhanced livelihood 
to the beneficiaries. Also, once trained, the beneficia-
ries may also be helpful to the administration during 
relief and rescue operations in the event of Natural 
disasters like flood, landslides, Forest Fires etc.
Earlier, the training course was virtually inaugurat-

ed by Conservator of Forests Srinagar Circle, Zubair 
Ahmed Shah, who in his inaugural address dwelt  
upon the Green India Mission of the Government and 
its underlying objective of enhancing livelihood op-
portunities of the forest communities viz a viz Forest 
Protection.
He also spoke on the role of forests in eco-tourism 

and how such trained eco-guides can boost sustain-
able tourism in the valley. He also laid emphasis on 
the need of wilderness First Aid in Forest manage-
ment.
The concluding session was presided over by 

Mehmood Ahmad Shah, Director Handicrafts Kash-
mir and mentor of J&K Mountaineering and Adven-
ture Club who distributed the Certificates among the 
trainees.
DFO Sindh, DYSP Adm Police Training school, RO 

Sindh, RO Control Room, Director HANIFL Centre 
along with his instructor, Inspector and Officers of 
Sindh Forest Division and Police Training School 
were part of the occasion.

Road Safety Week celebration concludes 
with impressive function at Shopian

SHOPIAN, JANUARY 
17: Motor Vehicles De-
partment (MVD) Shopian 
today organized a vale-
dictory function of Road 
Safety Week at Meeting 
Hall of Mini-Secretariat, 
here.
Deputy Commissioner 

(DC) Shopian, Sachin 
Kumar Vaishya was the 
chief guest at the event.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, the DC said that the 
need of the hour is to edu-
cate the people about the 
importance of following 
the traffic rules for the 
safety of all road users.
He said that good driving 

behaviours and removing 
infrastructural gaps is es-
sential for ensuring safe 
travels.
The DC urged partner-

ship between transport-
ers, traffic management 
authorities and the gener-
al public for better traffic 
management. He also laid 
stress on adherence to the 
golden rules of driving.
Assistant Regional 

Transport Officer (ARTO) 
Shopian, Muazzam Ali 
enumerated causes of 
road accidents, adding 
that 1.55 lac people die 
due to road accidents 
throughout the country 

which is about 426 deaths 
daily.
In J&K on an average 

3 deaths occur per day, 
stated ARTO, primarily 
because of over-speeding, 
negligent driving and 
lack of proper road infra-
structure.
On the concluding day of 

Road Safety Week, MVD 
in collaboration with the 
Health department also 
organised free medical/ 
eye Check up of drivers.
Later, in presence of 

Deputy Commissioner, 
mementos, cash prizes 
and commendation cer-

tificates were distributed 
among winners/ partic-
ipants, who excelled in 
different activities orga-
nized during the Road 
Safety Week.
For the painting com-

petition, Rabia Muzafar, 
Firdous-un-Nabi and 
Anees-Ul Islam were 
awarded first, second and 
third prizes respectively.
Among others, Joint 

Director Planning Khur-
sheed Ahmed Khatana, 
district officers, students 
of various schools and 
drivers were present.
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India is well poised to emerge as a leader in dairy

Purshottam Rupala

T
he country celebrated Na-
tional Milk Day on the 26th 
of November. The occasion 
is momentous because for 

one it will mark the 101st birth anni-
versary of late Dr. Verghese Kurien, 
the man who is credited for usher-
ing in India’s ‘White Revolution’.
In many ways, the growth and ad-

vancements in India’s dairy sector 
have been symbolic of the trajec-
tory of the country’s influence and 
impact on the global map. Under 
Shri Narendra Modi’s leadership, 
the country’s milk production has 
gone up by more than 44% and in 
the year 2020-2021, we produced 210 
MT of milk, that constitutes 23% of 
the world’s milk. India’s per capita 
milk availability stood at 427 gram 
per day in 2020-21 as against the 
world average of 394 grams per day 
during the same period.
The dairy sector in India has been 

largely organised under the coop-
erative structure and the coopera-
tives have played a pivotal role in 
increasing the negotiating power of 
dairy farmers and help set the price 
of Milk Procurement and Milk Sale 
in their area of operations. Unlike 
the scenario for crops like rice and 
wheat, the Government does not dic-
tate prices of dairy products and is 
not involved in milk procurement. 
This has fostered the autonomy of 
Dairy Cooperatives and encouraged 
them to be market oriented. In fact, 
some of the leading dairy coopera-
tives in the country have managed 
to surpass private companies in 
both performance and profits. In-
dia’s largest dairy company Amul is 
an excellent testament to the power 
and success of the Cooperative mod-
el within the country.
Now as we recover from the after-

math of the pandemic, it would be 
worthwhile to highlight the role 
played by the Government and the 
dairy cooperatives to support dairy 
farmers during the lockdown peri-
od and beyond. Milk procurement 
by the dairy cooperatives continued 

to rise throughout the pandemic as 
it accepted the diverted additional 
milk of the farmers which was oth-
erwise sold to private and unorgan-
ised players. Milk procurement by 
the dairy cooperatives registered 
an increase of 7.9 per cent during 
2020-21. To extend support, the Gov-
ernment of India launched “Inter-
est subvention on Working Capital 
Loans” component under the exist-
ing central sector scheme – “Sup-
porting Dairy Cooperatives and 
Farmer Producer Organisations en-
gaged in dairy activities (SDCFPO)” 
scheme. Such measures helped our 
dairy industry remain resilient in 
the past two years.
 To leverage the growing potential 

of technology, a digital platform 
called e-Gopala was launched to 
enhance ease and efficiency in the 
management of livestock. This dig-
ital platform can be used for obtain-
ing Pashu Aadhaar, Pashu Poshan, 
Ethno-veterinary Medicines (EVM), 
Animal Breeding related services 
and information. Additionally, the 
E-Gopala App also provides a plat-
form for buying and selling of dairy 
animals, bovine semen, embryo etc. 
To supplement the exercise, a help-
line for dairy farmers called Pashu 
Mitra has been established by the 
National Dairy Development Board, 
that will enable farmers to directly 
have their queries on animal health 
and nutrition answered by experts.
Given that Indian milk production 

is expected to reach 270 MMT by 
2025, corporations will need to in-
vest in processing facilities, and this 
provides an investment potential 
of USD 10 Billion within the dairy 
sector. There is a chilling infra-
structure deficit of roughly 120-130 
MMT in dairy sector, which trans-
lates into an investment potential 
of approximately USD 2.6 billion, 
with a 17-20% expected return on 
investment over the next 9-12 years. 
Another impetus for enhancing in-
vestments in dairy has to do with 
our growing footprint in the ex-
ports market. For instance, India’s 
cheese exports under the HS Code 
0406 have grown at a rate of 16% 
CAGR during the period 2015-2020. 
The major export destinations were 
UAE, Bhutan, and the United States 
of America. Presently, there are 
more than 75 milk deficient coun-
tries across the globe, with most of 
them scattered across Asia, Latin 
America, and Africa – this presents 
a ripe opportunity for India to make 
inroads into newer markets. To 
this end, recent initiatives like the 
National Digital Livestock Mission 
will go a long way towards enhanc-
ing traceability standards and will 
enable Indian companies to meet 
the quality standards set by import-
ing nations.
To boost investments in the dairy 

sector, DAHD has set up the Dairy In-
vestment Accelerator under which 
entities like Gates Foundation and 

Invest India will collaborate to pro-
vide pro bono services that will in-
clude issue resolution, investment 
facilitation, assistance with export 
strategy, market research, location 
assessment, etc. More importantly, 
dairying has provided a reliable 
source of income to traditional 
farmers when crops have failed. 
The current Government’s efforts 
have been concentrated on trans-
forming the dairy industry from an 
unorganized to an organized sec-
tor, with the end goal of increasing 
farmers income, and generation of 
employment across the value chain. 
The slew of recent schemes like the 
Animal Husbandry Infrastructure 
Development Fund, Rastriya Gokul 
Mission, Animal Husbandry Grand 
Start-up Challenge, and the exten-
sion of Kisan Credit Card facilities 
to livestock farmers, will usher in 
better standards and innovations 
within our dairy sector. Thus, on 
the 101st birth anniversary of Dr 
Kurien, we are confident that India 
is well poised to emerge as a leading 
exporter of dairy products in times 
to come. 
 
Written by: Purshottam Rupala, 

Union Minister for Fisheries, An-
imal Husbandry and Dairying

The Openion / Views expressed by the Author  
are his own and daily Headlines Today doesn’t 
Own, Acknowledge or Support the same.

HT   EDITORIAL

2022: A year of Academic Excellence 

ZAHOOR AHMAD LONE

T
he year 2022  remained edu-
cationally best  for Jammu 
and Kashmir. Schools were  

opened physically in the month of 
March after a gap of two and half 
years post covid pandemic restric-
tions. As per official record 2022 
saw full 220 academic days which 
was a good sign for the schools and 
it was a record number of working 
days in the last ten years. This year 
has been named as year of Academ-
ic Excellence by the education  de-
partment of Jammu and Kashmir in 
order to fulfill all those gaps which 
were created during last two and 
half years.
 The purpose behind this concept 

was that students will be provided 
opportunities to show their perfor-
mance in every field of education. 
To make 2022 year educationally 
excellent in the UT of Jammu and 
Kashmir, the department of educa-
tion took various initiatives .The 
first step taken by the department 
was to fulfill the learning gaps cre-
ated during last two and half years 
due closure of schools because of 
COVID 19.
For fulfilling the learning gaps of 

students especially for primary and 
middle classes several steps were 
taken. Teachers took classes before 
and after school timing to fulfill the 
learning gaps. November 2022  was 
declared to fulfill the learning gaps 
of students by the DSEK as the syl-
labus was completed by the teach-
ers. In some schools teachers were 
taking classes during lunch time for 
compensating the loss .

This helped students a lot to get 
their learning gaps fulfilled. The 
students too showed their interest 
during this process as they knew 
that their education was badly 
affected during last two and half 
years. The   attendance remained up 
to the mark during the year 2022 as 

the students were  fed up due to con-
tinuous closure of schools for two 
and half years.
The students remained enthusias-

tic during 2022 year. Parents also 
cooperated with the school admin-
istration to get the learning gaps 
of their wards fulfilled. Besides ful-
filling the learning gaps of students 
2022 saw a number of co curricular 
activities in the schools. These ac-
tivities were held at school level, 
Zonal level,  district level divisional 
level and UT level .These activities 
are necessary in order to channelize 
the hidden talent of the students. 

The students took active participa-
tion in these co curricular activities 
as these activities could not be  held 
for last two and half years .Co cur-
ricular activities also play an im-
portant role in the social, physical, 
moral, and mental development of 
the students.

The officers of the education depart-
ment  from ZEO to Principal Secre-
tary remained on toes to provide 
best kind of support to educational 
institutions of the UT so that lost suf-
fered during the closure of schools 
is compensated .The officers close-
ly were monitoring the educational 
institutions during the year. The ex 
Principal Secretary School Educa-
tion department Mr B.K Singh ,the 
Present Principal Secretary School 
Education department Mr Alok Ku-
mar and DSEK Tasuduq Hussain 
and all other district and Zonal lev-
el officers were keen that the loss 

suffered during pandemic must get 
compensated by this year and thank 
to Almighty Allah the teachers were 
able to fulfill the wishes of officers of 
the department.
 It is due to hardwork  and dedica-

tion of teachers that the year of 2022 
remained educationally a buzz and 

the dream of the department of Year 
of Academic Excellence got fulfilled. 
Hope that the 2023 will be more ex-
cellent  in the filed of education and 
the gaps that could not be fulfilled in 
2022 may get fulfilled in 2023. Con-
gratulations to all the stakeholders 
of the department.

Author is working as teacher in edu-
cation department and can be mailed 
at zahoorlone1979@gmail.com 

The Openion / Views expressed by the Author  
are his own and daily Headlines Today doesn’t 
Own, Acknowledge or Support the same.

HARDEST THINGS 

Er Aijaz Ahmad 

You will see yourself from the eyes of several dif-

ferent people  before you learn to believe what you 

see through your own.

You will make mistakes and regret them before 

you persuade yourself to learn from them.

 You will wake up with reasons to hate yourself 

before you fall asleep convinced that you have only 

ever been worthy of love.

You will loose yourself in darkness before you 

become the light you need.

 You will pray to heal before you realise that you 

have been the healer all along.

 You will look for love every where before you find 

it right within you.

 You will watch pain Break you before you let it 

empower you.

You will loose a hundred wars before you realise 

that you are invincible .

It is in the hardest of ways that life will teach you 

the simplest of lessons.

You will find yourself alone  when  you are in the   

Uncomfortable zone .

 You will separate your life , when you see there is 

not good friend circle around you.

Er Aijaz Ahmad

erratheraijaz740@gmail.com

8803830701

Author is the engineer , social activist , member 

of youth for human rights  . He is also the member 

of  international association of engineers . He is 

presently preparing for the competitive exams.

Cardiac Heath Issues 
Amid Intense Cold... 

         Heart Attacks/Strokes on Abrupt rise.

S
even people lost their lives to heart At-
tacks on 13th January across Kashmir 
Valley. Come Winter and Health Issues 
flair up due to intense and biting Chill 

during 40 day of extreme cold known as CHI-
LAI-E-KALAAN. Cardiac health issues top 
the list followed by brain Strokes. This winter 
not only Kashmir valley witnesses extreme 
dry cold weather conditions, however en-
tire north India is facing the similar music. 
Just last week a shocking news broked out 
from Kanpur in UP that 27 people lost their 
lives in a single day due to Heart Attacks and 
Strokes. The reason being severe Cold Wave 
across entire north India from last one week.       
         Severe Cold weather  conditions contin-
ue across Kashmir Valley too, accompanied 
by related health issues. Although 40 days of 
intense Chill, CHELAI-KALAAN  began on a 
positive note with no major change in weath-
er.  improvement in temperatures. Howev-
er  the Cold wave has intensified in Kashmir 
and will increase with the beginning of “Chil-
lai Kalan” which begain from December 21.  
Though winter brings many memories, it in-
creases the problems for those who have car-
diac and hypertensive problems. According to 
the doctors, people mostly elderly with hyper-
tension have to take precautionary measures 
in winters as it might increase the chances of 
haemorrhages. They say that winter can be a 
challenging time for people suffering from hy-
pertension. When the temperatures are below 
freezing point in Kashmir and going out in 
those conditions can be dangerous for people 
with hypertension problems. Winters, espe-
cially the harshest period, chillai kalan causes 
higher blood pressure levels. The doctors believe 
that hypertensive patients need to cover their 
head properly and keep their body warm espe-
cially during nights when the temperatures are 
very low. Besides these issues, Cardiac arrests 
are often on rise during winters. Experts want 
people to limit outdoor activities to reduce work-
load on the heart during freezing conditions. 
They also suggest that weightlifting and taking 
heavy loads should be limited in winters espe-
cially for those who have blood pressure issues. 
Winters can be challenging for elderly as well 
as comorbid patients and they need to take ex-
tra care. Researchers say possible explanations 
of the cold weather effect include activation of 
the sympathetic nervous system (which helps 
control how the body responds to stress) and re-
lease of the hormone catecholamine, which may 
increase blood pressure by speeding the heart 
rate and decreasing the responsiveness of blood 
vessels. Because the risk of stroke or aneurys-
mal rupture is highest in the elderly, improved 
protection against these diseases by close moni-
toring of blood pressure and antihypertensive 
medication when outdoor temperature is very 
low could be considered. So it’s better to take 
precautions before it’s too late.
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D C Kathua inaugurates CBC’s 3-day Multimedia Exhibition
Aware youth is a must for a stronger nation: DC

Kathua, January 17, 2023Deputy Com-
misioner Kathua Sh. Rahul Pandey to-
day inaugurated a 3-day Multimedia Ex-
hibition on “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” 
and other Centrally Sponsored Schemes 
organized by the Central Bureau of Com-
munication (CBC), Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, Government of 
India, Field Office Kathua. The Multi-
media Media Exhibition at Govt Degree 
College (Boys) Kathua is part of various 
outreach activities being organised by 
CBC in UTs of J&K and Ladakh.
The exhibition showcases the freedom 

struggle of India through a series of pho-
to exhibitions as well as audio-visual 
media. Apart from this, special section 
in the exhibition has been dedicated to 
G20 Summit India. Separate corner for 
Azadi Quest - recently lunched online 
educational video game - and Sawaraj, 
a 75 episode mega serial of Doordarshan 
portraying stories of unsung heroes of 
India’s freedom struggle is also part of 
the exhibition display.
In his address, Deputy Commisioner 

Kathua appreciated the efforts of CBC 
Kathua in organising the multimedia 
exhibition and urged people to visit ded-
icated corners for “Azadi Quest” and 
Swaraj and download the video game for 
an insight into the freedom struggle of 
India. Regarding the G20 Summit India, 
he highlighted various aspects of infra-
structure as an asset class, promoting 
quality infrastructure investment and 

identifying innovative instruments for 
mobilizing financial resources for infra-
structure investment.
Additional Director General CBC Sh. 

Rajinder Choudhary visited the exhi-
bition venue and took stock of arrange-
ments. He praised the efforts of CBC 
Kathua for making the arrangement.
Joint Director CBC Jammu & Kashmir 

and Ladakh Ghulam Abass gave a de-
tailed overview of the functioning, struc-
ture and working of CBC in the twin UTs 
of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. He 

also briefed the audiences about various 
outreach activities that will be organised 
during the event. Sh. Abass said that 
these programmes are being organised 
so that people get benefits of various pub-
lic welfare schemes of the government.
Experts and representatives of KVIB 

Kathua, employment department, high-
er education department and health de-
partment delivered detailed lectures on 
the various centrally sponsored schemes 
being implemented by their respective 
departments. Schemes like National So-

cial Assistance programme, Pradhan-
mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana were spe-
cially focussed upon.
The departmental artists from CBC 

J&K presented some colourful theme 
based dance items. On the occasion, an 
open quiz was also organised which wit-
nessed huge participation of youth. The 
programme culminated with prize dis-
tribution and light refreshment. In his 
address, Deputy Commisioner Kathua 
appreciated the efforts of CBC Kathua 
in organising the multimedia exhibition 
and urged people to visit dedicated cor-
ners for “Azadi Quest” and Swaraj and 
download the video game for an insight 
into the freedom struggle of India. Re-
garding the G20 Summit India, he high-
lighted various aspects of infrastructure 
as an asset class, promoting quality in-
frastructure investment and identifying 
innovative instruments for mobilizing 
financial resources for infrastructure 
investment.Additional Director Gener-
al CBC Sh. Rajinder Choudhary visited 
the exhibition venue and took stock of 
arrangements. He praised the efforts of 
CBC Kathua for making the arrange-
ment.Joint Director CBC Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh Ghulam Abass 
gave a detailed overview of the function-
ing, structure and working of CBC in the 
twin UTs of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh. He also briefed the audiences 
about various outreach activities that 
will be organised during the event. 

SEC extends period of filling of 

claims, objections for updation of 

Panchayat Electoral Roll by two days

JAMMU, JANUARY 17:-The State Election Commission 
(SEC) has extended the period of filling of claims and 
objections for Addition/Deletion/Correction/Transpo-
sition by two days upto 20th January, 2023;
The extension in the dates from January 18th to Janu-
ary 20th has been done to facilitate all the eligible per-
sons for getting themselves registered as voters in the 
Panchayat Electoral Roll.  It is pertinent to mention that 
a comprehensive revision of Panchayat Electoral Roll 
with 01.01.2023, as qualifying date has been taken up in 
all Panchayat Halqas of Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir.
Further, the Commission has informed that the dates 
regarding final disposal of claims which is January 30, 
2023 and the final publication of Electoral Roll which is 
February 10, 2023 shall remain unchanged. 

Arrangements for R-day 

celebrations finalised in Reasi

REASI, JANUARY 17: To finalize the arrangements 
for the celebration of Republic Day-2023, a meeting of 
Officers was held at mini-secretariat here under the 
chairpersonship of Deputy Commissioner (DC) Reasi, 
Babila Rakwal.
During the meeting, the DC reviewed arrangements to 

be made by different departments including security, 
seating, car parking, transportation, illumination of 
buildings, refreshments, road clearance etc.
The DC Reasi exhorted all the departments to put in 

place elaborate arrangements for smooth conduct of 
the National event.
It was finalized that the main function will be held at 

Zorawar Singh Sports Stadium, where the National 
Flag will be unfurled by the chief guest followed by the 
parade comprising contingents of JKP, CRPF, NCC and 
collages/school children.
The celebrations of the national day event will start 

with the playing of ‘Shehnai Vadan’ at Zorawar Singh 
Sports Stadium by District Information Centre Reasi.
A detailed discussion was also held on seating ar-

rangements, barricading, security, traffic regulation, 
drinking water and power supply, sanitation, first-aid, 
PAS, fire-tenders, among others. The DC directed the 
concerned Executive Engineers to ensure adequate ar-
rangements of barricading, seating and drinking water 
supply besides uninterrupted power supply on the day 
of function.
ADDC, ADC, CPO, ACR, ACD, CEO and other con-

cerned officers attend the meeting.

MSME DFO Jammu organizes 

webinar on ZED sustainable scheme

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: MSME DFO J&K Ministry of 
MSME Government of India, Jammu today organised 
one day webinar on MSME ZED Sustainable Scheme. 
The objective of the Webinar was to enhance the com-
petitiveness and quality of MSME sector in the global 
market.
The webinar was inaugurated by G. Velladurai, Joint 

Director MSME-DFO Jammu and attended by about 52 
unit holders.
 In his inaugural address, he informed the partici-

pants about the importance of ZED in context of Jam-
mu & Kashmir & appealed all the MSME participants 
to make use of the programme for getting required in-
formation on ZED & implement ZED in their units for 
producing products with Zero defect & Zero effect on 
environment.
Guest faculty Sonal Saggi, ZED consultant New Del-

hi, discussed ZED sustainable scheme through a pow-
er point presentation. The webinar was beneficial for 
the existing unit holders, who were explained by the 
Guest Faculty about Zero effect Zero defect (ZED) and 
its utility in production of different products, and also 
in service sector.
Earlier, the Welcome Address was presented by Vinu 

Jee Koul, Programme coordinator MSME DFO Jam-
mu.
Vote of thanks was presented by Rajesh Kumar, Asstt 

Director MSME DFO Jammu.

Road Safety Week: Awareness Program, 

Free Medical & Eye Check up Camp held 

for drivers, conductors at Pul-Doda

DODA, JANUARY 17: A Road Safety Awareness Pro-
gram & Free Medical & Eye Check up Camp for Driv-
ers/conductors was organized by ARTO Doda in collab-
oration with Health Department on the concluding Day 
of Road Safety week 2023, here at Pul Doda.
The Free Medical & Eye Check up Camp was inaugu-

rated by   Kuldeep Singh, ARTO.
More than 100 commercial vehicle drivers and con-

ductors were screened in the camp. Blood Pressure 
Checkup, Eye Sight tests etc were done by the expert 
medical Team comprising of Dr. Tariq Saleem, Dr. Na-
sir Masood, Dr. Barkatullah, Noor Mohd Pharmacist, 
Raju Kumar Ophthalmic Technician, Naveen Kumar 
MTS & Kozi Tabassum FMPHW.
Road Safety Awareness/Counseling was also impart-

ed to the participants by the MVD & Traffic Police.
The program was also attended by Baljit Singh, DySP 

Traffic;   Jasbir Singh MVI; Members of Minibus Asso-
ciation including Akhter Hussain, Chairman;   Tahir 
Hussain Shah, President;  Sarfaraz Malik, Cashier & 
Members of Taxi/Maxi Union  Javed Naik president 
and   Akhter Giri.
The Program was conducted under the guidance of 

Deputy Commissioner.

DLTFC Doda approves 13 self-employ-

ment cases under JKREGP

DODA, JANUARY 17: District Level Task Force Com-
mittee (DLTFC) today approved 13 self-employment 
cases under Jammu and Kashmir Rural Employment 
Generation Programme (JKREGP) at its meeting 
chaired by Deputy Commissioner Doda Vishesh Paul 
Mahajan,
The committee interacted with aspiring entrepre-

neurs and asked them about prospects, scope of the set-
up proposed by each applicant and operation strategy 
of their ventures.
The DC advised the beneficiary entrepreneurs to work 

hard, prove their potential and create avenues of em-
ployment for not only themselves but also for others.
He stressed on providing adequate handholding to 

beneficiaries and the timely   disbursement of the 
approved cases.  The meeting was attended by Dy Di-
rector Employment, CPO, Lead Bank Manager, Super-
intendent ITI, Cluster Head J&K Bank Doda, District 
Coordinator KVIB, representatives from DIC and other 
departments. The DC advised the beneficiary entrepre-
neurs to work hard, prove their potential and create av-
enues of employment for not only themselves but also 
for others.He stressed on providing adequate hand-
holding to beneficiaries and the timely   disbursement 
of the approved cases.  The meeting was attended by 
Dy Director Employment, CPO, Lead Bank Manager, 
Superintendent ITI, Cluster Head J&K Bank Doda, Dis-
trict Coordinator KVIB, representatives from DIC and 
other departments.

5-Day Community awareness campaign on 

Solid Waste Management begins in Palli
SAMBA, JANUARY 17: 

District Administration 
Samba, in collaboration 
with Save the Children 
NGO and Nokia Smart-
pur project today inau-
gurated a 5 day commu-
nity based awareness 
campaign on Solid Waste 
Management here in Pal-
li Panchayat, Bari Braha-
mana.
Deputy Commissioner, 

Anuradha Gupta, after 
inaugurating the aware-
ness campaign called 
upon local communities 
to participate enthusias-
tically in the awareness 
programme and contrib-
ute towards a sustainable 
and eco-friendly environ-
ment.
On the occasion, Depu-

ty Commissioner Samba 
mentioned that the Nokia 
Smartpur project holds 
importance as it was on 
the personal initiative 
of Lieutenant Governor, 
J&K, Manoj Sinha that 
the project was launched 
on the occasion of Nation-
al Panchayati Raj Day on 
24th April 2022, the day 
on which Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi visited 

the Panchayat.
The DC emphasized that 

Palli Panchayat being a 
model panchayat is set-
ting precedent of being 
zero littering and 100% 
solid waste management 
Panchayat of the district. 
She said each household 
should nurture a cham-
pion under Har Ghar 
Champion campaign and 
spread the message of 
disposing waste scientif-
ically. She also exhorted 
young children present 
on the occasion to em-
bark upon the journey 
of converting waste into 
monetary value through 

Swachta Bank.
A mobile vehicle was 

also launched in Palli 
Panchayat for door to 
door waste collection.
The 05 Day awareness 

includes, training on 
Solid Liquid Waste Man-
agement, Participatory 
Training, Community 
Based Training on dis-
posal of hazardous waste, 
concept of reduce, re-
use and recycle, besides 
other host of activities. 
Save the children along 
with the officers also or-
ganised a rally   to create 
awareness among locals.

State Handloom Expo 2023 hosted by Handicrafts & 
Handloom Directorate concludes at Jammu Haat

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: To 
provide a vibrant platform to 
the Weavers and cooperatives 
of Jammu Division to exhibit 
and sell their handmade prod-
ucts, the Directorate of Hand-
icrafts & Handloom, Jammu, 
under the guidance of Prashant 
Goyal, Principal Secretary to 
the Government, Industries & 
Commerce Department, J&K, 
organised a 15 Day State Han-
dloom Expo 2023 sponsored by 
the Development Commission-
er for Handlooms, Ministry of 
Textiles, Government of India.
Valedictory function on the 

successful conclusion of the 
State Handloom Expo 2023 was 
held at Jammu Haat.
 Anoo Malhotra, Director Gen-

eral Industries & Commerce, 
Jammu was the chief guest at 

the event.
Dr. Vikas Gupta, Director 

Handicrafts & Handloom, Jam-
mu; Atul Sharma Managing 
Director J&K Handicrafts & 
Handloom Corporation and 
Joint Director MSME; Tilak 
Raj, Joint Director Handicrafts, 
Jammu; Pardeep Singh, Joint 
Director Handloom, Jammu, 
Development Officers, Deputy 
Directors, Assistant Directors 
and Deputy Registrar Induscos 
of the Directorate, were also 
present.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. 

Vikas Gupta, Director Hand-
icrafts & Handloom, Jammu 
apprised the guests about the 
functioning of the directorate. 
He affirmed the resolve of the 
directorate to work in the in-
terests of the weaver commu-

nity. He also apprised that the 
Department is making great 
efforts for the welfare of arti-
san and the weaver communi-
ty. The department not only 
provides skill training to un-
employed youth of the region 
in various crafts through its 

training centres but also pro-
vides for handholding of these 
trained weavers and artisans 
by getting themselves regis-
tered with the department for 
availing various benefits being 
provided by the Government 
through different schemes. Be-

sides organizing District and 
State Handloom Expos, the di-
rectorate also provides artisans 
and weavers of Jammu division 
with the opportunity for partic-
ipation in various UT/National 
and even international level 
exhibitions where they can dis-
play and sell their products.
Anoo Malhotra appreciated 

the efforts made by the director-
ate in organizing the State Han-
dloom Expo and providing a 
platform to the weaver commu-
nity for selling their handmade 
products. She appealed to peo-
ple to support the local weavers 
and artisans by purchasing lo-
cal handmade products.
More than 60 cooperatives/

weavers from all over the UT 
participated in the said event 
and a sale of Rs. 1.25 Crore.

Double-engine mechanism will lead 
to faster development in J&K: Slathia
RAMGARH JANUARY 

17 – Pradesh BJP Vice 
President and former 
minister Mr Surjeet 
Singh Slathia today said 
that the double engine 
mechanism of gover-
nance will ensure faster 
and equitable develop-
ment in Jammu and 
Kashmir, which has un-
dergone a difficult phase 
over decades.
Addressing Prabharis 

of various wings of the 
party of Mandal Baba 
Sidh Goria Swankha in 
the Ramgarh Assembly 
Constituency, as part of 
the Prawas Programme, 
Mr Slathia said the BJP 
is committed towards a 
prosperous and inclusive 

Jammu and Kashmir 
with the people getting 
equal opportunities of 
progress and develop-
ment, irrespective of re-
gional or religious affili-
ations.
“The people deserve a 

better and fair deal in 
opportunities without 
any discrimination or ap-
peasement”, he said, add-

ing that every compatriot 
has to play their pivotal 
role in realising the PM’s 
vision of Naya J&K, with 
avenues of progress to all, 
irrespective of religion 
or caste. He said this is 
possible with strong and 
stable governments at the 
Centre and in the Union 
Territory that can deliver 
on ground zero as per the 

urges and aspirations of 
the citizenry.
Mr Slathia said the con-

tinued support of the 
people to the BJP will 
help in expediting the 
development process and 
bringing about peace and 
harmony. While the de-
velopmental momentum 
is already in full gear, the 
Union Territory is all set 
to become an investment 
hub in the wake of path 
breaking initiatives of 
the Centre, which will 
eventually lead to growth 
and generation of jobs for 
educated unemployed, 
skilled and unskilled 
workforce. The sustained 
measures taken during 
the past four years.

DC Rajouri Flags off Students’ Rally to 
spread awareness about Road Safety
RAJOURI, JANUARY 

17: Deputy Commissioner 
Rajouri, Vikas Kundal, 
on Tuesday flagged off 
a Students’ Awareness 
Rally in Rajouri to cre-
ate awareness about road 
safety and the impor-
tance of following road 
etiquette. The event was 
organized as part of the 
Road Safety Week-2023 
celebrations.
The rally, with the par-

ticipation from private 
and public schools, as 
well as from various col-
leges and intuitions from 
across the district, was 
flagged off from the New 
Bus stand Rajouri.
The rally passed through 

various market places 
and residential areas of 
the city and culminated 
at PWD Dak Bungalow.
The Deputy Commis-

sioner expressed his plea-
sure over the enthusiasm 
of the students for the no-
ble cause. He hoped that 
the demonstration by the 
students and their cre-
ative slogans would help 
spread the message and 
bring a positive change in 

the behavior of the people 
on the roads.
 He urged everyone to be 

more aware and respon-
sible while on the roads, 
so as to avoid accidents 
and save precious lives. 
He also mentioned vari-
ous traffic rules and laws 
important for the safety 
of all.
 He appealed to the pub-

lic to be responsible and 
thoughtful when driving, 
as it benefits everyone to 
be safe on the road. The 
rally was well received 
by the general public 
with many of them join-
ing in and showing their 
support for the cause. 
The rally, with the partic-
ipation from private and 

public schools, as well as 
from various colleges and 
intuitions from across 
the district, was flagged 
off from the New Bus 
stand Rajouri.
The rally passed through 

various market places 
and residential areas of 
the city and culminated 
at PWD Dak Bungalow.
The Deputy Commis-

sioner expressed his plea-
sure over the enthusiasm 
of the students for the no-
ble cause. He hoped that 
the demonstration by the 
students and their cre-
ative slogans would help 
spread the message and 
bring a positive change in 
the behavior of the people 
on the roads.

Arrangements for 

celebration of National Girl Child 

Day finalized in Rajouri
RAJOURI, JANUARY 

17: District Development 
Commissioner Rajou-
ri, Vikas Kundal, today 
chaired a meeting to 
discuss and finalize the 
arrangements for Na-
tional Girl Child Day 
in the district. Officers 
in attendance included 
ADC, Sachin Dev Singh; 
CPO, Mohammad Khur-
shid; and DSWO, Wakeel 
Ahmed Bhatt.
The day, which will be 

celebrated on 24 January 
2023, is intended to rec-
ognize the importance of 
adolescent girl children 
and to open opportunities 
for them to realize their 
power and potential. It 
also seeks to amplify and 
empower the voices of ad-
olescent girls around the 

world.
Speaking in the meeting, 

the DDC reiterated the 
commitment of District 
Administration to take 
all possible steps to uplift 
girls and women in society 
and to protect their rights. 
He called for collaborative 
efforts to remove gender 
bias and to encourage 
girls at all levels to reach 
their full potential.
The DDC also asked the 

concerned officers to 
make women aware of 
various legal and social 
sector initiatives, so they 
can take advantage of 
the same. He instructed 
them to celebrate the day 
with enthusiasm and to 
ensure that all necessary 
arrangements for the cele-
bration are in place.
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Road Safety Week
MVD Kupwara organizes valedictory 

function at Town Hall Kupwara
KUPWARA, JANURAY 17: Motor 

Vehicles Department (MVD) Kup-
wara today organized an impres-
sive function here at Town Hall 
Kupwara to mark the culmination 
of the ongoing Road Safety Week.
 Deputy Commissioner 

Kupwara, Doifode Sagar Dattatray 
was chief guest on the occasion. 
 ADC Kupwara, Ghulam 

Nabi Bhat; ARTO Kupwara, Anees 
Ahmad, besides, Presidents of dif-
ferent Transport Associations, 
transporters and other concerned 
attended the function. 
 Addressing the function, 

the Deputy Commissioner congrat-
ulated the MVD Kupwara for suc-
cessful conduct of the Road Safety 
Week. He said that Road Safety 
Week is celebrated ever year with 
the objective to sensitize the stake-
holders about the need to make the 
road safety measures as a habit. He 
said there has been a rampant cam-
paign for ensuring road safety and 
appealed the stakeholders to drive 
responsibly on the road to ensure 
safety of themselves and others as 
well.
     ARTO Kupwara said that 

the Road Safety Week was celebrat-
ed from 11th to 17th January in the 
district adding that various activ-
ities were carried out by the MVD 
Kupwara during the week which in-
clude organizing of mass awareness 
camps, Eye checkup and blood do-
nation camps. He appealed the par-
ticipants especially transporters to 
avoid overspeeding, wrong over-
taking, mobile phone using and ex-

cessive load carrying for their own 
safety and others. 
     Other speakers also 

spoke and highlighted the impor-
tance of celebrating Road Safety 
Week.
       On the occasion, certificates 

of appreciation were distributed 
among the persons for their best 
performance during the Road Safe-
ty Week.

JKAACL pays homage to Prof. Rehman Rahi
Bereaved by the loss, the 

Jammu & Kashmir Acad-
emy of Art, Culture, and 
Languages (JKAACL), 
under the guidance of 
Sh. Bharat Singh (JKAS), 
Secretary (JKAACL), has 
paid rich tributes to the 
renowned writer/poet 
critic Jnanpith Awardee 
Professor Rehman Rahi 
at the Conference room of 
Tagore Hall in Srinagar.
The event was presid-

ed over by Prof. Bashar 
Bashir, a noted writer 
of the region; G. R. Sufi, 
Former Chief informa-
tion commissioner, as 
the Chief Guest  Profes-
sor Farooq Fayaz, former 
Director, UGC Academic 
Staff College, University 
of Kashmir;  as Guest of 
Honour of the occasion. 
Dr. Farooq Anwaar Mir-
za, Incharge Divisional 
Office Kashmir (DOK) of 
JKAACL was also pres-
ent as host.
At the outset of the 

event, Dr. Farooq Anwar 
Mirza, Incharge officer  
DOK (JKAACL), present-
ed a warm welcome to the 
noble gathering.
After the welcome ad-

dress, the present speak-
ers ardently highlighted 

the invaluable contribu-
tions of Professor Reh-
man Rahi to the audi-
ence. Mohd Amin Bhat, 
President Adbi Markaz 
Kamraz; Prof Shafi Sim-
ble; Gulshan Badrani; Dr 
Hasrat Hussan; Prof Ma-
jrooh Rashid; Inayat Gul; 
Mohi ud Din Reshi; Sha-
keel Ur Rehman; Imdad 
Saqi, Waheed Jeelani and 
Inayat Gul were among 
the key speakers who val-
ued the contribution.

The event witnessed 
the presence of Dildar 
Ashraf Shah, Dr Syed If-
tikhar, Dr Abid Ahamd, 
Dr Shabnam Rafiq, Salim 
Salik, Tariq Shaira, Ma-
qbool Sajid and Jameel 
Ansari Towards the cul-
mination, Jawaid Iqbal 
Khan, Editor Kashmiri 
(JKAACL), addressed 
the congregational Fateh 
Khawani of Professor 
Rehman Rahi, and ex-
pressed a sincere vote of 

thanks to the audience; 
while addressing the au-
dience, he announced 
that JKAACL, shall soon  
publish special issue of 
Sheeraza Kashmiri on  
Professor Rehman Rahi. 
He also said that JKAA-
CL is deeply saddened by 
the loss of prof. Rahi.
 Dr Gulzar Ahmad Rath-

er, Assistant Editor Kash-
miri (JKAACL), conduct-
ed the proceedings of the 
event

Dr Hina Bhat visits Bandipora, 
participates in awareness 

programme at Aragam

BANDIPORA, JANUARY 17: Vice Chairperson (VC), 
J&K Khadi and Village Industries Board (KVIB), Dr 
Hina Shafi Bhat, today visited district Bandipora and 
participated in an awareness programme at Aragam 
Bandipora.The awareness programme was attended by 
ADC Bandipora and other concerned officers from dis-
trict administration and KVIB besides PRIs and general 
public.
 The VC also visited Noor centre and interacted with 
the trainees there. She appreciated the trainers for their 
hard work besides lauding the trainees as well for mak-
ing traditional garments like lachka and shawls having 
cultural and traditional importance. She lauded the ef-
forts of shahida khanam, the owner of Noor Centre in 
reviving the culture.Dr. Hina said LG administration 
has launched numerous schemes for welfare and devel-
opment of youth of the UT.She said 37% shares of loans 
taken from KVIB are being availed by girls for business 
and other purposes and 1126 units has already been es-
tablished under KVIB generating employment for  8750 
persons in current FY in Bandipora district.

GDC&H, Srinagar gets recognition of MDS Degrees against 

increased intake capacity from MoH&FW, GoI New Delhi

SRINAGAR, JANUARY 17: The Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare (MOH&FW), 
Government of India (GoI), New Delhi has 
conveyed the approval of Central Govern-
ment to the recommendations of Dental 
Council of India (DCI) for recognition of 
the MDS degrees in Govt. Dental College 
& Hospital Shireen Bagh, Srinagar to be 
awarded by University of Kashmir.
As per an official communiqué, the MDS 
degrees in Govt. Dental College & Hospi-
tal, Shireen Bagh shall be awarded against 
the increased intake capacity from 2 to 
3 in 06 specialties of (1) Conservative 
Dentistry and Endodontics; (2) Periodon-
tology; (3) Prosthodontics and Crown & 
Bridge; (4) Oral Medicine and Radiology; 
(5) Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthope-
dics and (6) Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery.
Prof. (Dr.) Riyaz Farooq, Principal/Dean, 
Govt. Dental College & Hospital, Srinagar 
has expressed happiness on the said devel-
opment and said that it will help in giving 
an opportunity to a lot of meritorious and 

deserving BDS candidates of J&K and oth-
er parts of Country to pursue their post 
graduation course in dentistry in Govt. 
Dental College & Hospital, Srinagar and 
will also help in improving the academics 
and patient health care in the institution.
Prof. (Dr.) Riyaz has thanked all the facul-
ty members and staff members of the in-
stitution who have worked very hard for 
the last so many years to achieve the said 
recognition.
Prof. (Dr.) Shabir Ahmad Shah, Medical 
Superintendent, Govt. Dental College & 
Hospital, Srinagar has also expressed hap-
piness on the said news and has also con-
veyed his gratitude to all the concerned 
especially to the Principal/Dean of the 
institution whose guidance, hard work 
and personal reputation and high regards 
among the dental professionals across the 
country, has ultimately helped the insti-
tution in achieving the said remarkable 
milestone.

2.5 lakh farmers to be trained 
in agri-skills: Atal Dulloo

29 skill training programmes identified, calendar to be released by March

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(ACS), Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, Atal 
Dulloo, chaired a meeting 
to review Skill Develop-
ment in Agriculture and its 
allied sectors here today at 
Civil Secretariat.
The meeting discussed the 
recommendations of the Dr 
Mangla Rai Apex Commit-
tee Report, which aims to 
provide skill improvement 
and entrepreneurship-re-
lated training to 2.5 lakh 
farmers engaged in agri-
culture and allied sectors 
in J&K. The trainings aim 
at increasing their income 
and overall economy of 
Jammu & Kashmir.During 

the meeting, a presentation 
on the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
was given, which outlined 
the proposed courses for 
farmers. A total of 29 skill 
training programs were 
proposed, including 21 in 
Agriculture and Horticul-
ture, 3 in Agricultural En-
gineering, 4 in Forestry, 3 
in Sericulture, 6 in Veteri-
nary & Animal Sciences, 2 
in Fisheries and 1 in Rural 
Business Management.
It was highlighted that 
there is a need for skill-
ing and upskilling in the 
following emerging ag-
riculture sectors: Farm 
Mechanization and Micro 
Irrigation, Protected culti-

vation such as Hydropon-
ics, Greenhouse, Milk and 
Meat processing, Digital 
Agriculture, Weather fore-
casting, Agriculture ware-
housing and cold chain 
logistics, Alternate energy 
such as SOLAR and BIO-
MASS, and Commodity 
supply chain management. 
These sectors are seen as 
key areas for growth and 
development in the agri-
culture industry and train-
ing in these areas will help 
farmers and professionals 
stay current and competi-
tive in the market.
Atal Dulloo stated that the 
main focus of the adminis-
tration is to increase seed 
production.

Dogri film Mouj Masti’s audio 
songs, trailer and poster released

Jammu, January 17, 2023: 
Dogri Film ‘Mouj Masti’ 
team released the audio 
songs, trailer and poster of 
their much-awaited film at 
a function here today.
The function which was 
held at Press Club of Jam-
mu saw a galaxy of TV 
and film fraternity of Jam-
mu during the official re-
lease of the audio songs, 
trailer and poster of the 
much-awaited Dogri film 
Mouj Masti where Padam-
shree Balwant Thakur was 
the Chief Guest.
Speaking on the occasion 
Balwant Thakur appreci-
ated the efforts of the pro-
ducers and the director for 
promoting Dogri through 
films and TV and said that 
Jammu has the abundance 
of talent which is now com-
ing to the forefront to pre-
serve the rich cultural her-
itage and language through 
the medium of films.
Advising the local film fra-
ternity to create a viable 
and strong film industry 
Balwant Thakur said that 
artists and technicians 
must join hands to create 
a strong film movement 
with local content as the 
core so that Jammu earns 
a name in the film making 
sector like that of Punjabi 
Film Industry.Mouj Masti, 
the film in Dogri language 
produced by Mohd. Aslam 
Mir, Vinod Jaral, Rakesh 
Chalotra and directed by 
Heera Mani Singh deals 
with the rising drug abuse 
in the society that has been 
wreaking havoc among the 

younger generations there-
by destroying families, re-
lationships and social fab-
ric of the society.
The film is a take on the 
current scenario in the 
state of J&K where drugs 
have made deep inroads 
into the society with nu-
merous youths finding 
themselves caught in the 
cobweb of drugs and their 
families bearing the brunt 
partly for ignoring the ear-
ly sings and partly due to 
ignorance besides the role 
of the law enforcement 
agencies and how the en-
tire web silently engulfs 
the families and the future 
of the children in our so-
ciety.The film which has 
been shot entirely in Jam-
mu and its surroundings is 
a full entertainer with local 
cast tries to create aware-
ness about the menace of 
drugs in the society where 
people hardly talk about 
it in public but in reality, 
is witnessing an alarming 
rise destroying the youth 

of the society like a silent 
killer on the prowl.
Mouj Masti also ensures 
that the film does not be-
come a heavy dose of nega-
tivity by sprinkling it with 
logical comedy thus mak-
ing it a complete entertain-
er through relevant comic 
scenes, songs and dance 
sequences.The film has a 
pure professional touch 
and competes with regular 
feature films in terms of 
making, dialogues, lyrics 
and songs that have been 
entirely done in Jammu 
itself by local technicians, 
lyricists, musicians with 
local cast and directed by 
highly acclaimed Heera 
mani Singh who is syn-
onymous in J&K with the 
best talent in the field.The 
film has two songs written 
by Shivani Tak while the 
music has been composed 
by Surinder Manhas and 
choreographed by Akash 
Dogra.The cast includes 
Parvej Mir, Rakesh Chalot-
ra, Davinder.

Dr Samoon lays foundation stone 
of workshop block at ITI Zainakote

 KATHUA, JANUARY 16: Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua, Rahul Pandey today 
chaired a meeting of Revenue officers to 
discuss revenue matters here in the Con-
ference Hall of the DC office complex.
 At the outset, the DC took detailed review 
of the anti-encroachment drives being 
carried out by the district administration. 
He laid emphasis on strict execution of 
the eviction plan and furnishing of the re-
port regarding removal of encroachments 
on a daily basis for apprising the higher 
authorities about the progress. While 
reviewing the status of SWAMITVA 
scheme, the DC exhorted upon the reve-

nue officials to speed up the mapping pro-
cess of the revenue villages besides expe-
diting the digitization process of revenue 
records within the set timelines. Taking 
serious view of the delay in disposing of 
cases under PSGA, the DC called for tak-
ing stringent action against the defaulting 
officers besides ensuring speedy disposal 
of applications under PSGA thereby im-
proving the public service delivery by 
making the system efficient and effective. 
Regarding the Revenue Court Cases Mon-
itoring System (RCCMS), the DC stressed 
upon revenue officers .

       
It is informed to general public that my Date of Birth 
wrongly mentioned in school record  as 15 /07 / 2007 
instead of 01/11/2010 .now I want to correct it .If any-
body have any objection He /She may file His /Her ob-
jection in the office of Millat Model School Darwa  .... 

Name ....MANZOOR AHMAD WANI  
S/o.... ABDUL MAJEED WANI  
R/o .....DARWA   FREST -WARI  
Tehsil ....Wagoora

                Public Notice

I have lost my  Husband’s Death certificate  who 

died on 27 /07/2006.Now I am applying for its du-

plicate certificate if anybody has any objection 

in this regard He /She may contact with con-

cerned authorities within 7 days from the date 

publication of this notice after that no objection 

shall be entertained.  

 

Hafeeza Begem 

W/O  Mohammed Ashraf Parray  

R/o Hail Jageer  

Tehsil kreeri

                Public Notice

Before the Hon’ble court of Additional 
District and sessions Judge at Sopore

 In the case of:
 1.Mohammad Sultan Malik
S/o Late Ab Khalik Malik
2.Danish ul haq
S/O.Late Khazir Mohammad Malik
R/o Both residents of Sangrama Tehsil Khoie 
Sopore
District Baramulla
 (Caveators)
 Versus
 Public At Large

 (Non-Caveator)
 In the matter of:
Caveat petition under section 148 A of CPC for 
providing right of prior audience
to the caveators before passing any order if the 
non caveator/or from any body from
the public may chose to file any proceedings 
against caveators before this
honblecourt

 Caveators through counsel
 Advocate Aasif Abdullah and associates
 Advocate at add. District and sessions court 
sopore

Yasha Mudgal chairs 7th BoDs 
meeting of ACCB, BCCB

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: 
Commissioner Secretary 
Cooperative, Yasha Mud-
gal, today convened 7th 
Board of Directors (BoDs) 
meeting of Anantnag Cen-
tral Cooperative Bank 
(ACCB) and Baramulla 
Central Cooperative Bank 
(BCCB) at civil secretariat 
here.The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Commis-
sioner Anantnag, Director 
Budget, Finance Depart-
ment, Deputy Director, 
Horticulture Kashmir, rep-
resentative of NABARD, 
Chartered Account Jam-
mu Ropan Sobti and other 
concerned officials of the 
department while Kash-
mir based officers partic-
ipated online.Managing 
Director of ACCB, BCCB 

briefed the meeting about 
the overall performance in-
cluding financial progress 
of banks till date.Thread-
bare discussion was held 
on issues related to banks 
for improvement of indices 
as per guidelines of RBI 
besides other points like 
human resources develop-
ment, annual inspection of 
banks by NABARD, Core 
Banking Solution.
The board noticed with 
satisfaction the signifi-
cant rise in CRAR level 
and besides the recovery 
of Rs.7 crore with ACC 
Bank and 10 crore by the 
BCC Bank thereby bring-
ing down the NPAs to 13% 
and 46% respectively.The 
board emphasized upon 
the officers to accomplish 

the achievements against 
the set targets allocated to 
both banks under MAP ap-
proved by the government.
Also, the board asked the 
CEO to take disciplinary 
action against the delin-
quent officers. Threadbare 
discussion was held on is-
sues related to banks for 
improvement of indices 
as per guidelines of RBI 
besides other points like 
human resources develop-
ment, annual inspection of 
banks by NABARD, Core 
Banking Solution.
The board noticed with 
satisfaction the significant 
rise in CRAR level and be-
sides the recovery of Rs.7 
crore with ACC Bank and 
10 crore by the BCC Bank 
thereby bringing down.
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INDIAN ARMY CONDUCTS TAILORING 

CADRE AND DISTRIBUTION OF SEWING MACHINE 

FOR WOMEN AT KALIMASTHA, RAMBAN

JAMMU Jan 16th : J&K Youth National Conference to-
day criticized the government over its eviction drive, 
asking Lt Governor Manoj Sinha to stop harassing gen-
eral public in the garb of anti-encroachment drives.
Addressing media persons here today, Ajaz Jan, Pro-
vincial President Youth National Conference, Jammu 
termed the recent Govt order directing the Divisional 
Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners to get all the 
encroachments on State land removed by the 31st of Jan-
uary 2023 as an draconian order just to harass the gen-
eral public. He said that the present regime is the worst 
phase of misrule witnessed by the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, which has plunged this sensitive region into 
unprecedented darkness.
The senior NC leader asserted that the proxy govern-
ment of BJP in J&K has failed in every front which has 
worked to drown the people of this sensitive region in an 
ocean of miseries. He asserted that the present dispensa-
tion is pursuing anti-people policies and arbitrarily issu-
ing orders one after the other to further its anti people 
agenda especially in Jammu and Kashmir.
Jan asserted that majority of State land is being pos-
sessed by the poor and economically weaker sections of 
the society and they are mainly using it for agricultural 
purposes or at the most for meager shelter. These peo-
ple have no source of income except the meager returns 
from the agricultural activity on the land. He said that 
the protection and welfare of such people is the prime 
duty of the Government and as such dislodging such peo-
ple from the State land would amount to gross injustice 
to them.
The former Legislator stated that there is uncertainty 
prevailing in the state and the youth is feeling cheated 
and betrayed by the policies of Bharatiya Janata Party. 
He said that the youth of J&K has feeling cheated due to 
hollow policies of BJP leadership after repealing of Art 
370 from the state.
The senior NC leader warned the government to desist 
from harassing common and poor people and withdraw 
the aforesaid controversial order at the earliest failing 
which the Party has no option left to come on roads to 
save the people from the wrong policies of the govern-
ment.
Among others who were present include Sandeep Singh 
Wazir Zonal President YNC,Tejinder Pal Singh District 
President YNC, Meed Choudhary, Jasin Malik, Jatinder 
Singh, Mudit Sharma and Prince.

Job fair to be conducted 
at GDC Boys Kupwara on 

January 21
KUPWARA, JANUARY 17: According to Deputy Di-
rector, DE&CC, KUPWARA, District Employment and 
Counselling Centre Kupwara is going to conduct Job 
Fair at GDC Boys KUPWARA on January 21 (Saturday).
The aim of holding the job fair is to provide a platform 
where Job seekers and Job Providers will come face to 
face to provide employment opportunities/Services di-
rectly to youth and facilitate their placement through 
this Job Fair. Around six Employers (Job Providers) 
with 200 plus vacancies are going to participate in the 
event.
 In order to make the event more successful and carve 
the employment opportunities for educated unemployed 
youth of district Kupwara, the desirous candidates are 
as such requested to get themselves registered on the de-
partmental website i.e., www.jakemp.nic.in which has 
now been integrated with the National Career Service 
(NCS) portal.
All the desirous candidates are requested to kindly bring 
their Resume/CVs with them at the time of Job fair. For 
any query
 For further details contact Nizam Wani (CCO) on mo-
bile number 7006304323 and Altaf Ahmad Salroo (YP) 
9796333813

AJKPC Holds Protest Against 
RDD for freezing Funds

Jammu, 17/Jan/2023: All Jammu and Kashmir Panchayat 
Conference , representative body of elected PRI members 
today held a strong protest against the      J & K government 
for its decision to freeze the funds for further utilization 
that were already available with the Panchayats under 
14th Finance Commission.
 Panches and Sarpanches from different areas of Jammu 
division participated in the protest.
The protestors while raising slogans against the Com-
missioner/secretary Rural Development condemned the 
officer for her dictatorial approach and undermining the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions in Jammu and Kashmir.
Anil Sharma, president of the AJKPC informed the media 
persons that an order dated 16/Jan/2023 has been issued 
by the office of Commissioner/Secretary Rural Develop-
ment wherein all the BDOs have been asked to freeze the 
funds available with the Panchayats under 14th Finance 
Commission and submit amount surrender statement  by 
22/01/2023.Sharma intimated that earlier the union gov-
ernment had issued an order wherein the deadline for uti-
lization of these funds (under 14th FC) was fixed till 31st 
March 2023 and all the PRI members and the  officers of 
the Rural development department were working accord-
ingly, but out of blue, government order No. 21-JK(RD & 
PR) of 2023 dated 16/01/2023 has been issued without any 
application of mind or taking any brief and inputs from 
the PRI members, Block Development Officers or district 
level officers(ACDs) of the Rural development department.
“Earlier the e-tendering process took so much time and 
now when the time has come for execution of develop-
mental work, this order for freezing of amount under 14th 
FC within 6 days has come as a big shock for the elected 
Panches and Sarpanches as they are accountable to the 
people unlike the bureaucrats sitting in their cozy cham-
bers of civil secretariat and  sipping exotic coffee and juic-
es” , Sharma Lamented.The other protestors also vowed to 
continue such protests outside the civil secretariat if such 
an authoritarian order is not rescinded back by the gov-
ernment.They said, the PRI members laid down their lives 
for strengthening democracy in J & K and bridging the 
gap between the people and government but the officers 
instead recognizing the sincere efforts of the PRI members 
are hell bent to make them laughing stock in the eyes of 
the citizens.The protesting Panches and Sarpanches de-
manded that the deadline for utilization of these funds be 
relaxed till 31/March/2023 as earlier stated  by the union 
government and the Gram Sabhas be delegated powers to 
utilize these funds and to allot work to the local educated 
youth because otherwise all the time would be lost.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE...
DC Kupwara inaugurates CBC’s 3-day 

multimedia exhibition on Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav at GDC Kupwara

Kupwara, January 17:  Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara  
Dr. Doifode Sagar Dattatray  today inaugurated a 3 day 
long multimedia exhibition at Government Degree Col-
lege Kupwara. The exhibition is being organised by the 
Central Bureau of Communication, Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, Government of India as part of a 
series of awareness programmes being organised across 
different districts of J&K under the aegis of Azadi Ka 
Amri Mahotsav.
The exhibition showcases the history of India’s free-
dom struggle through photo exhibits, audio-visual aids, 
printed Information Education and Communication 
(IEC) material and documentary screenings. Apart from 
the information on the unsung heroes of the Indian Na-
tional Movement, the exhibition also provides informa-
tion about different public welfare schemes of the gov-
ernment focusing on flagship schemes like Ayushman 
Bharat- PMJAY, PM-KISAN, NEP-2020 and POSHAN 
Abhiyan.
       In his presidential address Deputy Commissioner, 
Kupwara Dr.Doifode Sagar Dattatray said that Amrit 
Mahotsav is the celebration of India’s matchless achieve-
ment in a short span of 75 years. Dr.Sagar said that India 
has marched ahead of nations that started their journey 
with India and is rubbing shoulders with developed 
countries.
He said that the photo exhibition on Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav by CBC provides an opportunity to go back to the 
era of Indian freedom struggle and live those times. He 
said that India has set an example in democratic tradi-
tions.
Dr. Sagar detailed out various flagship programmes be-
ing implemented by the government for public welfare 
and urged the people to take benefit of these schemes.
        In his welcome address Field Publicity Officer, CBC, 
Srinagar briefed the guests about the mandate and ac-
tivities of the CBC in Jammu and Kashmir. He informed 
that CBC’s field offices are engaged in the mass aware-
ness about the public welfare schemes of the government 
in remote rural and border areas of the union territory. 
He said that people have to be informed for empower-
ment of the society and the success of these schemes is 
dependent on the public awareness.
The program was attended by officials from district ad-
ministration, Chairpersons & Members of various Block 
Development Councils, Panchs & Sarpanchs and Super-
visors, Workers from ICDS and eminent citizens of the 
area.
On the occasion Dr. Jahangir Ahmad, supervisor of the 
POSHAN project, gave a detailed presentation on the 
POSHAN Abhiyan highlighting its objectives, imple-
mentation strategy and achievements. He said the mis-
sion focuses on bringing in a behavioural change in soci-
ety for ensuring holistic nutrition.
Sh Shahid Mohammad Lone, Field Publicity Officer, 
CBC informed that over the next two days people will be 
informed about different welfare schemes, the expert lec-
tures, cultural programmes, activities for students, film 
screening and distribution of awareness material by the 
bureau. He said officers and experts from various nodal 
departments have been invited to be part of the event.
Earlier on Monday a prepublicity event was organised at 
Gujjar and Bakerwal hostel Kupwara wherein students 
were apprised about various scholarship and skill devel-
opment schemes implemented for students especially 
the tribal students.

DC discusses modalities for 
implementation of APDP in 

district Rajouri
 
RAJOURI, JANUARY 17: District Development Commis-
sioner Rajouri, Vikas Kundal, today chaired a meeting of 
the concerned officers to discuss the modalities for the im-
plementation of the Aspirational Panchayat Development 
Program in the district.
It is pertinent to mention here that Jammu and Kashmir 
Government is all set to introduce the Panchayat Devel-
opment Index to develop and replicate best practices that 
drive improvement across the socio-economic themes of 
Panchayats under newly approved Aspirational Pancha-
yat Development Programme (APDP).
Addressing the officers in the meeting, the DC said that the 
identified Panchayats will be given special focus to satu-
rate inclusive development schemes which would serve as 
Model Panchayats.
He also asked the concerned officers to make dedicated ef-
forts for the effective implementation of the Aspirational 
Panchayat Development program in the district.
Officers who attended the meeting were ADDC, Pawan Ku-
mar; PO ICDS, Shoket Mehmood Malik; CPO, Mohammad 
Khurshid; GM DIC, Ashwini Sharma; ACD, Vijay Kumar; 
DSHO, Dr Sarfraz Naseem Chowdhary; DDE, Qadeer Ul 
Rehman; ACP, Sheraz Chowhan; DHO, Dr Anees Altaf 
Nabi; LDM, Sanjeev Bhasin other concerned officers.

MVD Ramban conducts 
enforcement drive, bike rally

 
RAMBAN, JANUARY 17: “Road Safety Week 2023’ con-
cluded today in the district Ramban with conduct of 
enforcement drive and a bike rally organised by Motor 
Vehicle Department (MVD)..
Implementing the directions issued by the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha, on last day of the National Road 
Safety Week, ARTO, along with joint enforcement team   
removed the illegally parked vehicles from road sides in 
Ramban town, besides organizing a bike rally.
The Motor Vehicle Department, Ramban in coordination 
with other departments, members of Transport Union, 
Drivers, Conductors, local public, and staff members 
organized various activities during  “Road Safety Week 
2023’ and ‘Swachhata Pakhwada’ to sensitise the youth, 
drivers, and local population about the road safety 
norms and rules and the importance of personal hygiene 
and cleanliness.
Assistant Regional Transport Officer, Samrinder Singh 
and all the stakeholder departments, including Traffic 
and District Police, highlighted the different aspects of 
road safety and the importance of wearing seat belts and 
helmets in saving the precious life of an individual.
They stressed the need for strict adherence to the traffic 
norms and appreciated cooperation provided by the Dis-
trict Administration for disseminating awareness about 
road safety rules and regulations. They also highlighted 
the responsibilities of the general public in implement-
ing the traffic rules.
ARTO informed that during the ongoing road safety 
week, the MVD Ramban has organized various informa-
tive activities including health checkup camps, rallies, 
and awareness programmes apart from checking vehi-
cles across the district.
He informed that the Swachhta campaign was conducted 
as a part of ‘`Road Safety Week 2023’, under which the 
department in coordination with other stakeholders. 
ARTO informed that during the ongoing road safety 
week, the MVD Ramban has organized various informa-
tive activities including health checkup camps, rallies, 
and awareness programmes apart from checking vehi-
cles across the district.
He informed that the Swachhta campaign was conducted 
as a part of ‘`Road Safety Week 2023’, under which the 
department in coordination with other stakeholders.

MILITANTS
Kashmir News Observer (KNO).
Meanwhile, the J&K police in a statement said that act-
ing on specific input regarding movement of terrorists 
a joint Naka of Police and Army (62RR) was established 
near Court crossing Budgam. “During area domination, 
the joint party signalled a suspected vehicle (sumo) bear-
ing registration number JK04B-6771 to stop however, the 
terrorists on board jumped from the vehicle and started 
firing indiscriminately on the joint party which was re-
taliated effectively, leading to an encounter,” it said.
“During the brief shoot-out, two terrorists linked with 
the proscribed terrorist outfit LeT were neutralized and 
have been identified as Arbaaz Ahmad Mir resident of 
Putrigam Rajpora and Shahid Ahmad Sheikh resident of 
Kisrigam, Kakapora,” it said.
“As per police records, both the killed terrorists were cat-
egorized terrorists and part of groups involved in several 
terror crime cases. It is pertinent to mention that both 
the terrorists escaped earlier from the recent encoun-
ter in Budgam,” the police said, adding that they were 
tasked to carry out some sensational terror incident in 
Budgam district ahead of forthcoming Republic Day.
“Incriminating materials, arms & ammunition includ-
ing 01 AK-47 rifle, 01 pistol were recovered from the site 
of encounter. All the recovered materials have been 
taken into case records for further investigation. In this 
regard, a case under relevant sections of law has been 
registered and investigation has been initiated,” the po-
lice said.
The army in its statement said that the movement of ter-
rorists of proscribed outfit LeT was being continuously 
tracked for past few days by the intelligence agencies of 
Army. “Based on the confirmed input received regard-
ing move of terrorists in the area of Budgam, a joint mo-
bile vehicle check post was launched by Army & JKP by 
0930hr on 17 Jan 2023,” it said.
 “At 09:40 hrs, a suspected Tata Sumo was intercepted by 
the Security Forces. On being challenged, the terrorists 
in the vehicle in an attempt to flee, opened indiscrimi-
nate fire on the Security Forces,” the army said, adding 
that they did so to create chaos by inflicting casualty to 
Security Forces & civilians in the crowded area.
“However, the Security Forces exercised complete re-
strain and cordoned off the terrorists in the nearby 
shops, where they had sought shelter,” it said, adding 
that the security forces tightened the noose of the area by 
dynamically reinforcing the area with additional troops 
and cutting of all possible escape roots.
“While ensuring strict fire control and valuing the ci-
vilian life, security forces evacuated the locals to safety. 
The terrorist however continued with indiscriminate 
fire on the security forces who were evacuating the lo-
cals,” it added.
In the ensuing fire fight, the army said that both the 
dreaded terrorists were eliminated by the precise fire 
brought down by the security forces. “As per the JKP, 
the neutralised terrorists have been identified as Sahid 
Rashid Sheikh, r/o Kisrigom, Kakapora and Arbaz Ah 
Mir, r/o Putrigam, Pulwama, both belonging to LeT. The 
search of the area resulted in recovery of one AK series 
rifle, one pistol and other indiscriminating material,” it 
added.
“Elimination of these terrorists has given a big jolt to the 
terrorist tanzeems in the area and has disturbed their 
nefarious plans of disturbing the peace and tranquillity 
in the area,” the army said—(KNO)

DGP
forward meticulously and in a coordinated manner. Al-
though JK Police along with other forces have got suc-
cesses across Jammu and Kashmir against the terror-
ists, stringent actions against the terror support system, 
narcotics and narco terror modules should be continued 
with an aim to bring an end to it, the spokesman said, 
adding that the DGP stressed upon the jurisdictional of-
ficers to ensure direct supervision of UAPA, NDPS and 
other special reported heinous cases so that the investi-
gation and disposal of all pending cases as well as of new 
cases are brought to logical conclusion on priority.
Reviewing the arrangements for the upcoming Republic 
Day functions, the DGP directed for ensuring all required 
and necessary security arrangements are in place. “He 
directed for coordination & synergy among all the stake-
holders. He directed the officers that while dealing with 
any situation they should ensure that law-abiding people 
are not put to any inconvenience during their day-to-day 
activities. He also directed for stringent action against 
OGWs or anyone supporting terrorism, or narco terror 
modules in the UT,” the spokesman said—(KNO)\

LAND
end to corrupt practices thereby ensuring quality ser-

vices in Sub Registrar and Tehsil offices.
Lieutenant Governor’s administration ensured that 

the land record programme which was being imple-
mented at a slower pace is speeded up and completed 
for the benefit of the common masses.
Under Information, Education and Communication 

(IEC) activities on “Aapki Zameen Aapki Nigrani”, 
the government organized special camps at Tehsil and 
Block level offices, Niabats, Patwar Khanas and Pan-
chayat Ghars to educate the public about the digital 
platform where people can access their land records 
with one click.
Ghulam Muhammad Dar, a beneficiary of historic 

Aapki Zameen Aapki Nigrani says he is grateful to 
the present administrations at Center and UT level 
for launching such technological innovations for land 
ownership which is a big respite to a common man.
Another beneficiary of Rajesh Kumar of Jammu says 

Apki Zameen Aapki Nigrani has empowered common 
people to check their land records on their mobiles get-
ting a rid of physically visiting revenue offices.
Government has also initiated the process of issuing 

trilingual land passbooks as a measure to fill the infor-
mation vacuum and promote people’s ease of access to 
the revenue records in Jammu and Srinagar districts. 
The first of its kind land passbook are being issued to 
the legal owners of land in Jammu and Kashmir in 
Urdu, English and Hindi languages.
Showket Ahmed Rather of Tengpora Srinagar is all 

praise for the government’s initiative, who says, “It is 
really a good step, everyone will be benefited. “Earli-
er getting revenue extracts used to take months. With 
Land passbook, now everything is with the people. We 
have been relieved of the cumbersome process and 
nightmare of visiting revenue offices”, he said.
For Khurshed Ahmed Reshi of Tengpora, the initia-

tive will expose people who grabbed government land 
and built infrastructure on public land.

DC SRINAGAR
stipulated time. He urged the Officers to adopt a multi-
pronged interventions to identify the target at the right 
time to arrest the disease at the right time.
With regard to reporting of Measles cases in adults, the 
DC asked the Officers to examine the matter seriously to 
prevent the spread of the disease in the District.
 The DC also highlighted the importance of acquiring 
complete knowledge about the preventive measures of 
Measles-Rubella disease, and asked the officers to identi-
fy the target groups, conduct surveys and go ahead with 

concrete plans to achieve the results as set by the Gov-
ernment.
He further asked them to put in a committed effort in or-
der to achieve the objective of the campaign i.e to rapidly 
build up immunity for both Measles and Rubella diseas-
es and ensure that all the children should receive MR 
vaccine during the campaign.
 Earlier, through a PowerPoint presentation, the Deputy 
CMO gave a detailed overview about the present status 
and progress achieved in the District under Measles-Ru-
bella Elimination programme.
With regard to progress achieved in Immunization cov-
erage under NFHS 5, the DC was informed that over 95 
percent immunization (BCG, MCV-1 and MCV-2) target 
has been achieved so far in Srinagar District.
Similarly, DC was apprised that 104 percent target has 
been achieved under MCV-1 and MCV-2 Coverage in all 
Medical Blocks of Srinagar District including Batama-
llo, Hazratbal, Khanyar, S R Gunj, Zadibal during 2nd 
quarter of year 2023.
Likewise, under MR Surveillance indicators Srinagar 
has achieved NMNR discard rate of 8 which is satisfacto-
ry towards Measles-Rubella Elimination in the District.

LAL SING
conspiracy to defame entire Dogra community.
J&K police had then registered an FIR against brother 

of Lal Singh for using abusive language against then 
Chief Minster Mehbooba Mufti during a rally in Kath-
ua.
In January 2018, an eight-year-old nomadic Muslim 

girl in Rasana village of Kathua was kidnapped and 
raped in captivity after having been kept sedated for 
four days before she was bludgeoned to death.
The resignation of Deepika Singh would put Congress 

in tightspot and it would be interesting to watch wheth-
er the party would allow Singh to join Yatra—(KNO)

SED
Class 11 under the scheme for academic year 2023-24.
This was revealed by the Divisional Coordinator of 

Directorate of School Education Kashmir (DSEK) in a 
communiqué to Chief Education Officers.
The news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 

has leant that the officer has said, “In this connection, 
I am directed to forward copies of the communication 
received from Administrative department of School 
Education regarding Implementation of SHRESHTA 
Scheme for 2023-24 for your information and with the 
request to take necessary action in the matter under 
intimation to DSEK.”
In the meantime, the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment for Government of India (GoI) has said 
that the implementation of SHRESHTA scheme will 
provide more opportunities for meritorious SC Boys 
and Girls to study in the best residential schools in the 
country. “The scheme is being implemented from the 
academic year 2022-23.”
“Every year, the best CBSE schools with residential 

facilities would be selected for the scheme. Each select-
ed school is expected to provide admission for at least 
10 meritorious SC Boys and Girls selected through the 
National Entrance Test,” it reads.
It also states that the entry for students would be in 

class 9 and 11 for completion of education upto class 12.
The ministry also said, “The selection of the students 

would be done through the National Entrance Test for 
SHRESHTA (NETS) conducted by the National Testing 
Agency (NTA). Every year 3000 students would be pro-
vided fresh admissions under the scheme.
GoI also said, “The cost of education of the students 

will be borne by the Government as per rates by direct-
ly transferring the money to the school electronically. 
Apart from this, there would be separate grants for con-
ducting bridge courses if needed for the students.”—
(KNO)

WAQF
regarding mismanagement & irregularities, it has be-
come imperative to directly administer all such import-
ant Shrines/ Jamia Masids/ Khankahs and other assets, 
that are already Waqf notified properties, to ensure 
transparency and accountability.”Accordingly, sanction 
is hereby accorded to the constitution of District Level 
committees for verification and submission of reports in 
this regard within a period of 21 days positively, it said.
The committees have been directed to peruse the com-
plaints/representations received from general public & 
submit detailed reports of assets, finances & administra-
tive affairs of such properties.
Furthermore, the Waqf Board asked the committees to 
prepare a list of all important Shrines/ Jamia Masids/ 
Khankahs and associated properties which are Waqf no-
tified properties in the district but have not been taken 
over by the Board till date, alongwith details of assets, 
liabilities, income and staff.
“A separate list of those Shrines/Jamia Masjid/
Khankahs & allied properties be also prepared, that are 
not Waqf notified properties, but are to be brought under 
administrative control on the basis of representations/ 
complaints of general public,” it added—(KNO)

CRAFT

People who have been associated with the art are find-
ing it hard to meet their two ends and most of them 
have left the trade, he said.
Chain stitch is a sewing and embroidery technique in 

which a series of looped stitches form a chain-like pat-
tern. Chain stitch has been inspired by the enchanting 
natural beauty of Kashmir, hence motifs like Booen 
(chinar), Badam (paisley), Yemburzal (narcissus), 
Daenposh (pomegranate) and Pamposh (lotus) are the 
most popular and repeatedly employed motifs—(KNO)

LG MEETS
Agents Association of Jammu led by its President Capt 

Anil Gour (Retd.) also met Lt Governor and put forth 
various concerning issues of tour operators and travel 
agents, and promotion of tourism in Jammu.
The Lt Governor gave a patient hearing to the de-

mands put forth by members of the delegations and as-
sured appropriate redressal of all their genuine issues 
and demands—(KNO)

\
in the youth causing a great worry among the people.
Dr Hassan said hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM) 

is a major cause of sudden cardiac death in young. Usu-
ally inherited and often undiagnosed, HCM is a condi-
tion in which heart muscles become thickened without 
obvious cause. It affects one in 500 people in the general 
population, he said.
“Picking up this condition early and placing an im-

plantable cardioverter device (ICD) can prevent young 
individuals from dying,” he said.
The DAK President said according to a Swedish study 

nine in ten cases of sudden death due to HCM in young 
people were preceded by symptoms, ECG abnormali-
ties or family history.
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South Africa name new coaches 
for Test, limited overs teams

Mbappe back but PSG 
suffer another defeat

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe made his return 
from a post-World Cup holiday but Paris 
St Germain went down 1-0 away to Stade 
Rennais in Ligue 1 on Sun day, a result 
which leaves them just three points clear 
at the top of the table halfway through the 
season.
Rennes, who have won a club record 

ninth consecutive home game in the 
top flight, prevailed thanks to Hamari 
Traore’s second-half goal as the visitors 
suffered their second loss in three league 
outings.PSG have 47 points from 19 games 
while second-placed RC Lens are on 44, 
with Olympique de Marseille third two 
points further adrift.Despite the win, 
Rennes slipped down to fifth on 37 points, 
behind Monaco on goal difference after 
the principality side destroyed AC Ajac-
cio 7-1 earlier on Sunday with a Wissam 
Ben Yedder hat-trick.
“I am disappointed with our performance 

because we conceded too many chances 
and created nothing,” said PSG coach 
Christophe Galtier, who complained of a 
“total absence of a presence in the penalty 

box” after opting to leave Mbappe on the 
bench at kick-off.
This was the first time that Mbappe, Li-

onel Messi and Neymar had appeared on 
the pitch together since PSG’s superstar 
attacking trio returned from the World 
Cup.
Messi had been afforded an extended hol-

iday after guiding Argentina to glory in 
Doha and scored on his return in a 2-0 win 
against Angers in midweek.

Shreyas Iyer Ruled Out Of ODI Series Against 
New Zealand, Rajat Patidar Named Replacement

S
hreyas Iyer was ruled out of the up-
coming ODI series against New Zea-
land due to a back injury, the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 

said on Tuesday. Iyer, who failed to con-
vert several good starts in the recent past, 
will head to the National Cricket Academy 
(NCA) where he will undergo further as-
sessment. The extent of the injury was not 
revealed by the BCCI and tests conducted 
by the NCA will reveal how long he will be 
out of action. Rajat Patidar was named his 
replacement for the series.
“Team India batter Shreyas Iyer has been 
ruled out of the upcoming 3-match ODI 
series against New Zealand due to a back 

injury. He will be heading to the National 
Cricket Academy (NCA) for further assess-
ment and management. The All-India Se-
nior Selection Committee has named Rajat 
Patidar as a replacement for Shreyas Iyer,” 
BCCI said in the official release.
During the ODI series against Sri Lanka, 
Iyer scored 28, 28 and 38 in the three outings 
but failed to take his innings to the next 
level. On the other hand, Patidar has been 
quite impressive on the domestic circuit 
and the cricketer from Madhya Pradesh 
has been a part of the squad for the last few 
series.
India will play the first ODI against New 
Zealand in Hyderabad on 18th January 2023.

India’s updated ODI squad against New 
Zealand:Rohit Sharma (Captain), Shub-
man Gill, Ishan Kishan (wk), Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, KS Bharat (wk), Har-
dik Pandya (vice-captain), Rajat Patidar, 
Washington Sundar, Shahbaz Ahmed, Shar-
dul Thakur, Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Mohd. Shami, Mohd. Siraj, Umran 
Malik. Shreyas Iyer was ruled out of the 
upcoming ODI series against New Zealand 
due to a back injury, the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) said on Tuesday. 
Iyer, who failed to convert several good 
starts in the recent past, will head to the 
National Cricket Academy (NCA) where he 
will undergo further assessment. 

Grand Warrior’s student won a silver 
medal in the 10th National Junior 

Pencak Silat Championship
Adil Khan 

Srinagar 17 JanuaryThe 10th Sub Junior 
and Junior (Boys and Girls) National Pen-
cak Silat Championship 2022-2023 was held 
from January 13 to January 16 at the dis-
trict sports complex, Shri Guru Govind 
Jii Stadium, Nanded Maharashtra, where 
Imdad Ali of the Grand Warriors Academy 
Srinagar took the silver medal.
Under the auspices of the Indian Pencak 
Silat Association, the Maharashtra Pencak 
Silat Association organised the champion-
ship.
In his weight category, Imdad Ali finished 
second among competitors from 34 States 
and UTs.
Imdad Ali got selected for the 6th Federa-
tion cup which is going to be held in Goa 
from the 19th to the 21st of January. But 
unfortunately due to his health condition, 
he is coming back home.

The LP School’s secretary, Rouf Ahmed, 
stated that this academy is making great 
efforts to assist the next generation of ath-
letes.
This event had over 1200 players from vari-
ous Indian states.
Coach Adil Hussain said, “I am extremely 
grateful to Cemtac Cement for sponsoring 
Imdad Ali for the National Championship.”

Lanning, Litchfield give Australia 
comfortable win over Pakistan

BRISBANE: Half-centu-
ries by captain Meg Lan-
ning and opener Phoebe 
Litchfield saw the Austra-
lian women’s cricket team 
comfortably beat Paki-
stan by eight wickets in 
the opening fixture of the 
three-match One-day In-
ternational series at the 
Allan Border Field on 
Monday.
The hosts chased down a 

158-run revised target af-
ter the rain-affected match 
was reduced to 40 overs 
per side with 11 overs to 
spare.
Lanning and Litchfield 

put up 137 for the second 
wicket after the latter lost 
her partner Beth Mooney 
early after she was cleaned 
up by Pakistan pacer Di-
ana Baig, who was making 
her comeback after miss-
ing out in the Ireland se-
ries in November last year 
due to shoulder injury.
Pakistan could have made 

it tougher for Australia 
had Muneeba Ali held on 
to a catching opportuni-
ty at point off fast bowler 
Fatima Sana to dismiss 
Lanning, who was playing 
at six at that point.
PAKISTAN batter Nida 

Dar plays a stroke through 

the off-side during the 
first One-day Internation-
al against Australia at 
the Allan Border Field on 
Monday.—courtesy PCB
There was no looking 

back for the Australian 
skipper then. The right-
hander smashed nine 
boundaries in her 76-ball 
knock for 67 before falling 
to Omaima Sohail’s spin.
Litchfield, on the other 

hand, took Australia over 
the line with a contribu-
tion of 78 runs off 92 balls 
with the help of nine fours 
and six.Earlier, Pakistan 
were helped by all-round-
er Nida Dar’s half-century, 
who arrived at the crease 
with the visitors reeling 
at 3-38.

Nida started Pakistan’s 
rescue with a 46-run part-
nership with captain Bis-
mah Maroof — who added 
28 off 46 — before contribu-
tions by Aliya Riaz (11) and 
Sidra Nawaz (14) took the 
side to a competitive total.
In process, Nida played 88 
deliveries for her 59 runs 
and hit five fours and a six 
before getting dismissed 
by Jessica Jonassen, who 
took two wickets — as may 
as Darcie Brown’s.
The second ODI will 

be played at the same 
venue on Wednesday.
Summarised scores:PA-
KISTAN 160-8 in 40 overs 
(Nida Dar 59, Bismah Ma-
roof 28, Sidra Nawaz 14 not 
out; Darcie Brown 2-21,.

Wildcard Birrel
 creates history, downs 

seeded Kanepi
Melbourne, Jan 17 (UNI) Kimberly Birrell created 

history at Australian Open 2022, winning the first 
competitive match ever played at Kia Arena. And her 
return to that court this year, proved even sweeter.
The 24-year-old Aussie wildcard recorded a hard-

fought 3-6 7-6(4) 6-1 victory against No.31 seed Kaia 
Kanepi in an opening-round singles showdown at Kia 
Arena today.
It is Birrell’s first Grand Slam main-draw win in four 

years and her fourth career top-50 victory.Kanepi 
served for the match leading 6-3 5-4, but Birrell man-
aged to fight her way back into the contest.
After securing a high-pressure second-set tiebreak, 

Birrell won 16 of the first 19 points in the deciding set 
to race to a 4-0 lead.
From there, the Gold Coast athlete closed out one of 

the biggest – and emotional – wins of her career after 
two hours and 32 minutes on court.
Birrell now faces Czech teen sensation Linda Fruh-

virtova, who recorded a 6-0 6-4 win against Australia’s 
Jaimee Fourlis today.
The 17-year-old Fruhvirtova is currently ranked 

No.82 and is the youngest player inside the world’s top 
100.

Sachin sir also is my role 
model: Shefali Verma

Bengaluru, Jan 17 (UNI) Shafali Verma, captain of U19 
Women’s T20 World Cup team ,spoke to Star Sports in 
an exclusive interaction on who her role models are, 
her thoughts on playing the inaugural U-19 World Cup 
and what the strengths of Team India are.
“I think nowadays, I like Livingstone’s batting be-

cause he is hitting very well, and of course growing 
up, playing cricket, I used to watch Sachin Tendulkar 
sir. So of course, Sachin sir is also my role model and 
I love to see him, how he is playing the game and he’s 
very calm. And I was also thinking of learning some-
thing like that from him,” she said.
Shafali also gave her thoughts on her playing her first 

U-19 World Cup.
She said, “Of course it’s very good, it’s my first and 

last, because it’s my last year of the U-19, but of course 
very exciting. We have a good team, we are really en-
joying the girls and I hope we will play good cricket 
and of course we will be here for the world cup and we 
will try to achieve that.”Shafali added that there is a 
difference in playing for the U19 and the open catego-
ry and how important the U19 World Cup will be for 
growing and developing talented players.
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JOHANNESBURG: South Africa 
have named Rob Walter as their 
new head coach in limited overs 
cricket with Shukri Conrad to take 
over the Test team, officials con-
firmed on Monday.
Mark Boucher, who had been in 
charge across all formats, resigned 
following the recent Twenty20 
World Cup in Australia to take up 
a role in the Indian Premier League 
with the Mumbai Indians.
Conrad, 55, a former first-class 
cricketer, has wor ked with many 
of South Africa’s leading players 
as head coach of the South Afri-
can Academy since 2014. He also 
coached the South African Under-19 
team.
He has experience at senior domes-
tic level with the Cape Cobras and 
Lions franchises and had a brief 
spell as head coach of the Uganda 
national team.
He takes over a Test side that has 
slumped to heavy defeats in recent 
away series against England and 
Australia — and which has a se-
verely curtailed programme over 
the next four years.
The Proteas play a two-match series 

against the West Indies in February 
and do not play another Test until 
India tour South Africa at the end of 
the year.
But CSA chief executive Pholetsi 
Moseki said the appointment of a 
specialist Test coach was an indi-
cation of the importance of Tests 
despite CSA having reduced the 
number of fixtures in order to ac-
commodate a new T20 league.

“We haven’t relegated Test cricket 
to the margins,” said Moseki. “We 
want to invest to get Test cricket 
back to the standard we expect.”
CSA director of cricket Enoch Nkwe 
said a “massive goal” for Walter 
was to work towards the 2027 World 
Cup which South Africa will co-host 
with Zimbabwe and Namibia.
His first task, though, will be to en-
sure South Africa qualify for this 

year’s World Cup and to “do our 
utmost best” at the tournament in 
India.
Walter was the South African 
team’s strength and conditioning 
coach between 2009 and 2013 before 
becoming head coach of Titans fran-
chise.
He guided them to three titles in 
three seasons before moving to New 
Zealand in 2016, where he coached 
Otago and more recently Central 
Districts. But CSA chief executive 
Pholetsi Moseki said the appoint-
ment of a specialist Test coach was 
an indication of the importance of 
Tests despite CSA having reduced 
the number of fixtures in order to 
accommodate a new T20 league.
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