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N\, AMomentous Day For J&K \§

Entrepreneurship Is Not Merely A Means Of
Livelihood For Youth But A Potent Instrument
To Fulfill Their Aspirations: LG Sinha

B HT News Network

Corruption,
Mis-Governance, Fuelling
Anti-National Agenda Are

INDI Alliance’s Ideology:
PM Modi

B HT News Network

NEW DELHI, MAR 14: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Thursday
accused the opposition INDIA bloc of
being guided by corruption, mis-gov-
ernance and fuelling anti-national
agenda, asserting he stands for rooting
out corruption and appeasement.

Hisideology is ensuring the coun-

ignite entrepreneurial cultureinthe
community,” the Lt Governor said.
He said, during the Special Gov-
ernance camp, various government
departments, DistrictIndustry Cen-
tres, KVIB, J&K Mission Youth in
collaboration with J&K Bank and
Relief & Rehabilitation department
conducted outreach programme
and reached out to the youth aspir-
ingtostarttheir ownbusiness enter-
prise and contribute to the society.
The Lt Governor highlighted the
resolve of the UT Administration,
under the guidance of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, to
create a progressive entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem in the UT.
“Entrepreneurshipis not merely
ameans of livelihood for youth but

a potent instrument to fulfill their
aspirationsand dreams. J&K Govern-
ment is committed to provide sup-
port for skill development and
entrepreneurship opportunity to
empower the future of the youth,”
the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor called upon the
youth, especially the girls of the
displaced and migrant communities
to come forward and avail the ben-
efits of self-employment schemes
of the government.

He also commended the J&K
Bank for ‘Sewa Se Swabhimaan’, a
dedicated initiative for the eco-
nomic empowerment of Kashmiri
Migrants and displaced families of

JAMMU, MAR 14: Inamajor step
towards economic empowerment
of displaced and migrant communi-
ties, J&K Government today pro-
vided financial supportto350youth
belonging to displaced families of
PoJK, West Pakistan Refugees and
Kashmiri Migrant families, to start
their own business venture.

The historic event was presided
over by Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha at Convention Centre.

“It is a momentous day for J&K.
The financial assistance extended
to displaced families of PoJK, West
Pakistan Refugees and Kashmiri
Migrant families today will help
them to realize their dreams and
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try’s welfare through people’s welfare,
he said at a programme here attend-
ed by the beneficiaries of PM Street

J&KACB Registers
Disproportionate Assets
Case Against Retired SE

After Rain, Snowfall, Weather Likely To Remain
Dry During The Next 7 Days In J&K: MeT

ED Attaches Rs 2.45 Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhischeme,
. under which loan is given to street

Crore Properties In Bank B HT News Network J&K DMA Issues Avalanche vendors.
. s g Targeting the opposition alliance
Loan Fraud Case SRINAGAR,MAR 14: Jammu and ‘ Wammg For8DistrictsIn which has united in the national

Next 24 Hours
B HT News Network

Kashmir’s Anti-Corruption Bureau
onThursdayregistered adispropor-
tionate assets case againstaretired
Superintendent Engineer.

The FIR was registered against
Mohammad Ayub Wani, aresident
of Nihama, Pulwama, in south
Kashmir, who retired as Superin-
tendent Engineer PMGSY (Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana) Circle
Baramulla.

The ACB said the suspect is in
possession of huge assets, both
immovable and movable, and has
purchased gold ornaments worth
lakhs of rupees.

capital to take on the BJP in the Lok
Sabha polls, he said they have come
together on the agenda of “abusing”
him day and night. The Aam Aadmi
Party and the Congress have joined
hands in Delhi where all seven Lok

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has provision-
ally attached severalimmovable prop-
erties worth Rs 2.45 crore in
connection with an alleged Rs 233
crore money laundering scam, officials
said on Thursday.

ED said the immovable properties
in the form of residential houses hav-
ingavalueamountingtoRs.2.45Crore,
related to former J&K State Co-opera-
tive Bank Chairman Mohammad Shafi
Darand AbdulHamid Hajam, Secretary
of River Jhelum Cooperative House
Building Society, a "fictitious firm",

SRINAGAR,MAR 14: Jammu and
Kashmir Disaster Management

B HT News Network

Afterrainand snowfall, the

Will Not Allow J&K To Become Punjab,
Need Fight Narco-Trade Effectively In J&K: DGP

were attached. The assets were found dispro-
TURN ON.....PAGE 02 portionate to his known source of
income during the verification, the W HT News Network ‘dig the tunnel fromboth ends’ to Centre here at Channi-Himmat.
. ACB said. effectively deal with the menace. “We need to dig the tunnel
SIU Srmagar Produces “The omissions and commissions JAMMU, MAR 14: Stating that “Drug trade is emerging as a from both ends,” he said adding
on the part of the above-named narco-tradeisemergingasamajor major challenge and it has to be toaquery thathowbigachallenge
ChargeSheet In2022 public servant constitute offences challenge, Jammu and Kashmir addressed properly,” the DGP said was narcotics trade, the DGP said,
Co Kll.l.in Case punishable underU/S 5(1)(e) r/w 5(2) Director General of Police RR  speaking to media persons after “J&K is a border state, which lies
P g J&K PC Act, Svt. 2006. Accordingly, SwainonThursday said thatpolice  inaugurating the Drug De-Addic- on the western side of the
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and other security forcesneedto  tion and Mental Rehabilitation
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SRINAGAR, MAR 14: The Special
Investigation Unit (SIU) of Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Thursday produced
acharge sheetin thekilling ofacopin
Srinagar in 2022.

The chargesheet was produced
against two militants, one of them
dead in the Court of NIA Srinagar.

On May 7,2022 Constable Ghulam
Hassan Dar, working as a driver, was
on way to his office when militants
fired upon himnear AiwaBridge along
the Ali Jan road in Srinagar. Dar later
succumbed to his injuries.

The case was investigated by SIU
and they filed the chargsheet against
the twoaccused militants Adil Ahmad

Parray of Badragund Ganderbal and
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

B HT News Network

JAMMU, MAR 14: Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Secretary,
AtalDulloo on Thursday said
that as a hub for higher edu-
cation institutions in the
region, the University of
Jammu plays a pivotalrolein
offering multidisciplinary
education, fosteringresearch-
oriented undergraduate

initiative.

innovative programmes such
as the “Design Your Degree”

He was speaking at the
closing ceremony of a three-
day workshop on Capacity
Building and Leadership
Development for the imple-
mentation of NEP 2020, with
special emphasis on Interna-
tionalisation of Higher Educa-
tion, inaugurated by the

JU PLAYS PIVOTAL ROLE IN OFFERING
MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATION: CS

Chancellor, University of
Jammu, Manoj Sinha.

Dulloo highlighted the
significance of capacity build-
ing in leadership develop-
ment, considering India's
position as the world's sec-
ond-largest education sys-
tem.

Withasubstantial portion
ofthe youth pursuing higher

Police Solve Burglary training, and introducing Lieutenant Governor and
Case, 6 Arrested In .. . . .
Kulgam 11RDD Employeesissued | Anticipation Builds As Political Parties Hope
| Notice Over Absenteeism For Timely Assembly Polls In JK
SRINAGAR, MAR14: Police solved I K- ht
a burglary case with the arrest of six n Rishtwar B HT News Network Rajiv Kumar has emphasized that a

persons involved in the crime and
recovery of stolen property from their
possession in Kulgam district of Jam-
mu and Kashjmir on Thursday.

Policeregistered acase and started
an investigation after it received a
burglary complaint.

During the investigation, six sus-
pected persons were zeroed in who
later on confessed their involvement
in the commission of crime.

The accused have been identified

as Reyaz Ahmad Lone a resident of
TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, MAR 14: Assistant Com-
missioner Development, Phulail Singh
Bandral has taken decisive action by issu-
ing show cause notices to 11 Rural Devel-
opment Department (RDD) employees of
Block Bonjwah on Wednesday.

The notices have been served to 11
absentee employees, comprising 5 Gram
Rozgar Sewaks (GRSs), 2 Management
Information System (MIS) operators, 1

Community Information and
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: With antici-
pation mounting, political parties in
the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir are hopeful that the much-
awaited Assembly polls could be con-
ducted eitherindependently or simul-
taneously with the Lok Sabhaelections
later this year.

The last Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir took place in
2014, preceding the reorganization
of the erstwhile state into two Union
territories on August 5, 2019.

ChiefElection Commissioner (CEC)

decisionregarding separate or simul-
taneous elections would be made
after a thorough review of security
concerns and feedback.

Despite the complexities involved,
Kumar maintained that there wasno
delay on the partofthe Election Com-
missionin facilitating Assembly polls
inthe UT.

The demand forexpedited assem-
bly elections has gained momentum
from mainstream parties in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Chief Election Commissioner

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

CAAWillNever Be
Taken Back”, Amit Shah Makes
Categorical Statement
B HT News Network
NEW DELHI, MAR 14: Days after the central gov-

ernment notified the Citizenship Amendment Act,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that the law will

never be taken back and the B]JP-led government will
never compromise with it.

In an interview to news agency, Amit Shah said,
“This is our sovereign right to ensure Indian citizen-
ship in our country, we will never compromise on it
and CAA will never be taken back.”

Asked about the opposition INDIA bloc, specifi-
callyaCongressleader stating that they would repeal
the law when they will come to power, the Home
Minister said that even the opposition is aware it has
bleak chances of coming to power.

“Even INDI alliance knows that it will not come
TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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Entrepreneurship Is.....

Officials of various departments were
also felicitated for their important contri-
bution to the self-employment initiative.

Sh Vikramjit Singh, Commissioner
Secretary, Industries & Commerce Depart-
ment; Sh Baldev Prakash, MD and CEO J&K
Bank; Sh Arvind Karwani, Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner (Migrants),
senior officers, prominent citizens and
beneficiaries were present.

Corruption.....

Modi said the PM SVANidhi scheme has
been a big boost to the lakhs of families of
street vendors who were never paid any
“attention” by previous governments. They
used to suffer insults and ran from pillar to
post as they hardly got loans from banks
and had to obtain capital at exorbitant
interest rates, he said.

“Modi ki guarantee” has ensured that
they can get loans from banks at simple
rates,” he said.

Over 62 lakh persons have been given
loans of about Rs 11,000 crore, he said.

The BJP government at the Centre has
been working to improve the lives of the
poor and middle class in the national
capital, he said, adding that it has been
making honest efforts to ease traffic and
curb pollution in Indian cities.

Over 1,000 electric buses have been
deployed in Delhi, he said, and highlighted
the expansion of expressways around the
city’s periphery and increase in its Metro
network.

The prime minister also laid the founda-
tion stone of two additional corridors of
Delhi Metro’s Phase 4 during the pro-
gramme. (Agencies)

After Rain.....

likely to remain dry for the next seven
days in J&K, officials said.

Meteorological Centre Srinagar said,
“the weather will generally remain dry till
March 20, while a fresh Western distur-
bance may trigger a fresh spell of rain and
snowfall at many places from March 22 to
24,

Kashmir plains were lashed by light to
moderate rains, while some upper reaches,
including tourist spots in Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, and Sonamarg, received a fresh
spell of snowfall during the past 24 hours.

The MeT office said Srinagar received
9.1mm of rainfall, Qazigund 24.6mm,
Pahalgam 15.6mm of rainfall and 3.0cm of
snowfall, Kupwara 14.9mm of rainfall,
Kokernag 18.9mm, and Gulmarg 24,2mm
of rainfall and 22.0cm of snowfall during
the past 24 hours.

The night temperature at all stations in
the Kashmir Valley was recorded below
normal, while the day temperature also
slipped down due to rain and snowfall.
Srinagar recorded a maximum tempera-
ture below 2.1°C against the normal of
14.7°C the previous day.

Srinagar witnessed a drop in the night
temperature recorded at a low of 4.4°C
during the intervening nights of Wednes-
day and Thursday against the 5.4°C
recorded the previous night. However, it
was 0.7°C above normal for the summer
capital of Jammu and Kashmir.

Qazigund on the Srinagar-Jammu
national highway in south Kashmir
recorded a low of 1.8°C against the 3.4°C,
while the picnic spot of Kokernag plunged
to 1.3°C against the 4.2°C recorded the
previous night.

The night temperature at Pahalgam
dropped to -1.3°C from -0.5°C a day ago. It
was 0.1°C below normal for the famous
tourist hot spot of south Kashmir.

The temperature at the ski resort of
Gulmarg slipped down to -4.8°C from
-1.2°C the previous night. It was 1.5°C
below normal for the valley of meadows in
north Kashmir’s Baramulla district on
Thursday.

Kupwara had a low of 1.2°C against 4.5°C
the previous night. It was 1.1°C below
normal for the frontier Kashmir district on
Thursday, the MeT office said. (UNI)

J&K DMA.....

issued an avalanche warning in the
higher reaches of eight districts of J&K
during the next 24 hours, officials said.

An avalanche with “medium danger”
level is likely to occur above 2400 metres
over Doda, Kishtwar, Poonch and Ramban
districts in Jammu division in the next 24
hours.

A similar warning has also been issued
for the people living above 2400 metres in
Kupwara, Bandipora, Ganderbal and
Baramulla districts of Kashmir valley
during the next 24 hours.

People living in these areas have been
advised to take precautions and avoid
venturing in the avalanche prone areas till
further orders.

Upper reaches of Jammu and Kashmir
received a fresh snowfall on March 13
prompting authorities to issue a fresh
avalanche warning as a precautionary
measure for the people today.

The authorities have also asked the
people living in these districts to dial 112
for help in case of any emergency. (UNI)
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J&K ACB'.'.'

and further investigation is taken up,” a
statement by the ACB said.

After obtaining a search warrant from
the court, the ACB carried out searches in
Srinagar, Pulwama, and Jammu.

"The searches were carried out at his
residential house at Afandi Bagh Rawalpora
Srinagar, Residential House at Railway
Colony Nihama Pulwama, and Flat in
"Ansal Tower" at Sainik Colony, Jammu,
simultaneously. During the search, incrimi-
nating material, including revenue papers,
finance/bank documents, etc., was recov-
ered and seized as evidence in the instant
case. Further investigation of the case is
going on,” the statement said. (UNI)

Will Not.....

country, the huge consignments of
drugs like Heroine and Brown Sugar are
coming from the neighbouring country.”

“There was only a challenge of home-
grown cannabis and involvement was
limited in the recent past but, now the
involvement is more as heroin and brown
sugar is pushed into this side in a large
quantity,” said the police chief.

“This was the case with Punjab and now
it is growing here as well but we will not
allow J&K to become Punjab,” he said.

He also said that there are 10 drug
de-addiction centres of Police operating at
present and some private players also
engaged.

“The centers are less compared to the
number of addicts. Police will assess where
it stands at present and where it would
stand in 2025,” he stated.

He also added that while on one hand
police will crack whip on dealers and
suppliers by resorting to seizure of proper-
ties under UAPA, on the other hand, there is
aneed to address the issue of demand as
well and those demanding the drugs.

“For us the addict is a victim,” he said,
adding that dealing with the growing
narcotics business in J&K is a tough job but
police is committed to handle it.

JU Plays.....

the government's commitment to
providing the best educational opportuni-
ties to nurture future leaders equipped to
compete on a global scale.

He also underscored the importance of
leveraging multiple interventions to
maximize the impact of educational
initiatives, drawing parallels between
workshops like this and dynamic environ-
ments such as farms and laboratories
where incremental changes and predeter-
mined outcomes are observed.

Dulloo emphasised the difference
between leadership and authority which
are important aspects in capacity build-
ings. Underscoring the importance of the
National Education Policy (NEP) as a crucial
initiative.

He focused on tapping into the bound-
less energy and potential of the youth,
likening them to a valuable asset capable of
sparking positive societal changes.

The report of the three-day workshop
was presented by Prof Manisha Priyam
from the National Institute of Educational
Planning and Administration (NIEPA),
shedding light on key insights and recom-
mendations derived from the sessions.

Alok Kumar, Principal Secretary, Higher
Education Department, UT of J&K, and
Guest of Honour, highlighted the signifi-
cance of the workshop outcomes.

He stressed the importance of enhanc-
ing our global presence and fostering cross-
cultural exchange to create a vibrant
educational environment.

Professor Umesh Rai, Vice-Chancellor,
University of Jammu, delivered an address
emphasizing the importance of imple-
menting the NEP 2020 for the holistic
development of the education sector.

The implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aligns with
this vision, aimed at empowering students
with the necessary skills and knowledge to
excel in a competitive world.

Earlier, Prof. Anju Bhasin, Dean Academ-
ic Affairs, University of Jammu urged for a
collective commitment to fostering
collaboration, creativity, and dedication,
essential elements for driving impactful
change within the educational ecosystem.

The day three featured two enlightening
sessions focusing on internationalization of
higher education and the theme centered
on “Internationalization of higher educa-
tion in J&K perspective.”

The panelists Prof. Crig Jeffrey, from
Monash University, Australia, Dr. Archana
Thakur, Joint Secretary UGC, Prof. P K
Srivastava, Director DD and OE, University
of Jammu. Prof. Renu Nanda, HOD Educa-
tion Department, University of Jammu,
Prof. Seema Naz, Govt. College of Educa-
tion, Srinagar spoke in threadbare on the
topic. (UNI)

CAAWiIll.....

into power. CAA has been brought by
the BJP party, and the Narendra Modi-led
government has brought it. It is impossible
torepeal it. We will spread awareness
about it in the whole nation so that those

who want to repeal it do not get a place,”
Shah said.

The union minister also dismissed
criticism that the “CAA is unconstitutional”
stating that it does not violate the constitu-
tional provisions.

“They always talk about Article 14. They
forget that there are two clauses in that
Article. This law does not violate Article 14.
There is a clear, reasonable classification
here. This is a law for those who, due to
partition, remained in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh and were facing
religious persecution and decided to come
to India,” the Union Minister said.

Replying to the Opposition’s claim of the
timing of bringing notification of CAA
before the Lok Sabha elections, Amit Shah
said, “First of all I will talk about the
timing. All opposition parties including
Rahul Gandhi, Mamata or Kejriwal are
indulging in jhooth ki rajneeti (politics of
lies) so the question of timing does not
arise. BJP has made it clear in its 2019
manifesto that it will bring CAA and
provide Indian citizenship to refugees
(from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghani-
stan). BJP has a clear agenda and under that
promise, the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
was passed in both houses of Parliament in
2019. It got delayed due to Covid. BJP had
cleared its agenda well before the party got
its mandate in the polls.”

“Rules are now a formality. There is no
question of timing, political gain or loss.
Now, the Opposition wants to consolidate
their vote bank by doing appeasement
politics. I want to request them that they
have been exposed. CAA is the law for the
entire country and I have reiterated nearly
41 times in four years that it will become a
reality,” he said.

The Home Minister said that there is “no
question of political gain as the main aim of
the BJP is to provide rights and justice to
persecuted minorities coming from
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

“The opposition had even raised
questions on surgical strike and the
abrogation of Article 370 and linked it with
political gain. So should we not take stern
steps against terrorism? We have been
saying since 1950 that we will withdraw
Article 370” the Home Minister said.

“I have spoken on CAA at least 41 times
on different platforms and spoken on it in
detail that the minorities of the country
need not be afraid because it has no
provision to take back the rights of any
citizen. The CAA aims to confer Indian
citizenship to persecuted non-Muslim
migrants—including Hindus, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists, Parsis, and Christians-who
migrated from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan and arrived in India before
December 31, 2014, and through this law,
their sufferings can be ended” he added.

The Home Minister was critical of
opposition leaders like AIMIM’s Asaddudin
Owaisi and West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee for claiming that the CAA was
anti-Muslim.

“You cannot see this law in isolation. On
August 15, 1947, our country was parti-
tioned. Our country was partitioned into
three parts; this is the background.
Bharatiya Jan Sangh and BJP were always
against the Partition. We never wanted
that country to be partitioned based on
religion,” he said.

“So when the country was partitioned
on the basis of religion, minorities faced
persecution, they were being converted,
women in the minority section were being
tortured and came to India. They came to
our refuge; don’t they have a right to get
our citizenship? Even Congress leaders
during the partition in their speeches said
that those minorities should stay wherever
they are due to the widespread bloodshed
and they will be welcomed later in our
country. Now they started doing vote bank
politics and due to appeasement,” Shah
added.

The Home Minister said that it was the
moral duty of the government to ensure
the rights of those who were persecuted.

“The people who were part of Akhand
Bharat and who were prosecuted or
tortured those people should be given
refuge in India and this is our social and
Constitutional responsibility. Now if you
look closely at the statistics, in Pakistan
when the partition happened there were
23 per cent Hindus and Sikhs but now only
3.7 per cent of Hindus and Sikhs are left.
where are they? They have not returned
here. They were converted, tortured, and
insulted they were given second-class
status. Where will they go? Will the
country will not think, Parliament will not
think about them, and the political parties
should not think about them?” the Home
Minister said

“In Afghanistan, at the moment there
are now only about 500 Hindus...don't
these people have right to live as per their
beliefs. When Bharat was one, they were
our brothers,” he added.

Slamming Delhi’s Chief Minister for his
remarks that CAA will take away jobs
meant for India’s youth, and can lead to an
increase in crime, the Union Minister said
that people who will benefit from the law

are already in India.

“If they are so concerned why are
they not talking about Bangladeshi
infiltrators and Rohingyas because
they are doing vote bank politics?
Delhi elections are tough for them
that’s why they are indulging in vote
bank politics” he said.

Amit Shah also questioned West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee for
alleging that citizenship of minorities
would be taken away due to the CAA.

“I am requesting Mamata ji, that
there are several platforms to do
politics, but please don’t harm Bengali
Hindus coming from Bangaldesh. I
challenge Mamata publically to tell
one such clause that has the provision
of taking away citizenship of any
Indian. Her intention is to create
differences between Hindus and
Muslims to consolidate vote bank. CAA
has to be done. If she wants to any-
thing stop infiltration, but she is not
cooperating” Amit Shah said.

On March 11, the Union Home
Ministry notified rules for the imple-
mentation of the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA).

The CAA, introduced by the
Narendra Modi government and
passed by Parliament in 2019, aims to
confer Indian citizenship to persecut-
ed non-Muslim migrants-including
Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Parsis,
and Christians-who migrated from
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan
and arrived in India before December
31, 2014. (Agencies)

11 RDD Employees.....

Coordination Officer (CICO), and 3
National Youth Corps (NYCs) person-
nel. Ten of these employees are subject
to potential termination, while one
contractual staff member has been
warned of suspension.

ACD emphasized the administra-
tion's zero-tolerance policy towards
habitual absenteeism, affirming that
appropriate disciplinary measures,
including termination, will be
enforced in accordance with estab-
lished regulations. He underscored the
prior issuance of a circular, directing
all RDD employees in the district to
obtain prior permission before leaving
their designated stations.

Anticipation.....

Rajiv Kumar underscored the
Commission's awareness of the
prevailing "vacuum" in the Union
territory, stressing the imperative to
address it promptly.

He reiterated the Commission's
commitment to fulfilling its responsi-
bilities, ensuring timely elections to
uphold democratic values.

News agency KNS reported that a
senior BJP leader expressed the party's
unwavering readiness for elections,
reaffirming their dedication to the
democratic process.

Echoing similar sentiments, a
representative from the Apni Party
emphasized the populace's eagerness
for electoral participation, urging the
Election Commission to expedite the
decision-making process.

The prolonged absence of an
elected government has fueled the
urgency for timely elections, with
political stakeholders advocating for
swift action to address the prevailing
political vacuum.

Despite reservations expressed by
certain National Conference leaders
regarding the perceived lack of
initiative in conducting overdue
assembly elections, the consensus
remains firm on the imperative of
electoral governance.

Asserting the need for decisive
action, stakeholders emphasize the
pivotal role of the Election Commis-
sion in mitigating the political vacuum
and fulfilling the populace's demo-
cratic aspirations.

Amid ongoing deliberations, the
Election Commission stands as the
final authority on the matter, tasked
with navigating the complexities and
assessing the ground realities in
collaboration with relevant stakehold-
ers. The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and the Jammu and Kashmir
administration are pivotal in providing
crucial insights into the prevailing
situation, facilitating informed
decision-making by the Election
Commission.

Despite the absence of a formal
announcement, political activities
continue unabated in the region, with
parties mobilizing supporters and
advocating for timely elections.

Ravinder Raina, President of the BJP,
reiterated the party's commitment to
electoral governance, expressing
optimism for imminent polls.

The prevailing sentiment among
BJP leaders reflects a sense of readi-
ness and confidence in securing a

decisive mandate to steer Jammu and
Kashmir towards a new era of gover-
nance and development.

As political fervor intensifies,
stakeholders eagerly await the
Election Commission's decision,
hopeful for a swift resolution that will
pave the way for democratic gover-
nance and pave the path for Jammu
and Kashmir's inclusive development.
(KNS)

ED Attaches.....

The case related to the financial
fraud committed with J&K State
Co-operative Bank (JKSTCB) by fraudu-
lent sanctioning and disbursement of a
loan to the tune of Rs. 223 Crore in
2019 to a fictitious cooperative society
named River Jehlum Co-operative
House Building Society, Shivpora.
Srinagar, by the then Chairman of
JKSTCB & Others.

Officials said the ED initiated an
investigation based on an FIR and
consequent charge sheets filed by the
law enforcement agency of Srinagar
against five accused - Dar, Hajam,
Hilal Ahmed Mir, the Chairman of the
River Jhelum Cooperative House
Building Society, Mohammad Mujeeb
Ur Rehman Ghassi (the then registrar
of Cooperative Societies, J&K) and Syed
Ashiq Hussain (the then deputy
registrar of Cooperative Societies,
J&K).

The spokesman said ED initiated an
investigation based on FIR and
consequent chargesheets filed by the
law enforcement agency, Srinagar
invoking various sections of Ranbir
Penal Code (RPC) & Jammu & Kashmir
Prevention of Corruption Act (JK PC
Act) Samvat 2006 (Corresponding to
IPC and PCA) against the five accused
persons.

ED investigation revealed that five
accused in connivance with one
another had managed to fraudulently
receive the sanction of the loan of
Rs.250 Crore from JKSTCB in the name
of a “fake society”, River Jhelum
Co-operative House Building Society
and siphoned off the same as pay-
ments made towards the purchase of
land parcels, without any collateral
security and ignoring all the regula-
tory procedures in a criminal conspir-
acy relating to offence of money
laundering under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

This is the second provisional
attachment in this case.

Earlier, immovable properties
valued at Rs. 193.46 Crore were
also provisionally attached in
December 2023. Also, in January
this year, Prosecution under PMLA
has been launched against six
persons including the aforesaid
accused before PMLA Court,
Srinagar, which has taken cogni-
zance of the same.

Further investigation in the matter
is ongoing, ED said. (UNI)

SIU Srinagar.....

Basit Ahmad Dar of Redwani
Payeen Qaimoh Kulgam.

“Today, the charge sheet of case
FIR No. 39/2022 under section 7/27 A
Act, 302 IPC, 13, 16, 18, 20 & 38 UA(P)
Act of Police Station Soura, Srinagar
was presented before the Court of
NIA Srinagar. The case has been
presented against the two accused
terrorists namely Adil Ahmad Parray
son of Habibullah Parray resident of
Badragund Ganderbal (A1) & Basit
Ahmad Dar son of Late Ab. Rashid
Dar resident of Redwani Payeen
Qaimoh Kulgam,” a police statement
said.

Adil Parray, who was associated
with Lashker-e-Taiba was killed in an
encounter in June 2022 at Kreesbal
Palpora Sangam area of Srinagar.

Police said Basit is absconding and
he is still on the run regarding whom
the Court is prayed to take cognizance
as abated and under section 299 CrPC
respectively.

The next date of hearing is fixed on
March 28, 2024. (UNI)

Police Solve.....

Boh, D H Pora, Mohammad Amin
Wani, Mohammad Amin Malik, Mohd
Ishaq Malik all residents of D K Marag,
Mohammad Aslam Bargath of Rajouri,
and Nazir Ahmad Lone of Suilkhenan
D K Marag.

Subsequently, all the six accused
persons were arrested and shifted to
Police Station Kulgam where they
remain in custody, police said.

On their disclosure stolen property
including four Animals was recovered.
A vehicle used in the commission of
crime has also been seized.

Further investigation of the case is
in progress as more arrests and
recoveries are expected, they added.
(UNI)

00 ¢ &
CMK



HEADLINES TODAY

l

htcl

‘

\:

Srinagar, Friday | 15-March-2024

ivCom Kas

£°) @HEADLINESTODAL7

@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headllnestoday

hmir Reviews Arrangements

[ > ] @headlmestodaynews

For Holy Month Of Ramadan & Navroz

Also, Reviews Progress of Work on Sanatnagar Nowgam Bemma flyovers

SRINAGAR,MAR 14: Inview
of the ongoing holy month of
Ramadan, Divisional Commis-
sioner (DivCom)Kashmir, Vijay
Kumar Bidhuritoday convened
ameetingtoreviewthearrange-
ments orchestrated by the
departments for the conve-
nience of the general public.

While reviewing the avail-
ability of ration and fuel in the
market, DivCom directed con-
cerned officers of FCS&CA to
ensure adequate quantities of

constitution of market checking
teams to take action against
illegal profiteering and over-
charging. The DivComdirected
the concerned to facilitate the
movement of fuel tankers on
priority on national highway.
Regarding availability of
power, Div Com directed MD,
KPDCLto provide uninterrupt-
ed electricity to consumers
during the peak hours of Sehri
and Iftar. He also directed to
replenish buffer stock of power

are made available on the eve of
Navroz. Amongothers, the meet-
ingwasattended by Deputy Com-
missioners, SSPs, officers of
FCS&CA, KPDCL, PWD (R&W),
Transport, Traffic, SRTC,SMC,ULB,
Animal Husbandry, Sheep Hus-
bandry, Food Safety etc.

While reviewing the physi-
cal status of work on the three
flyovers at Bemina, Nowgam
and Sanatnagar, DivComdirect-
ed CE PWD (R&B) to expedite
the completion of these vital

Healsodirected DCstoconduct
the field visit of the areas to take
the stock of arrangements and
ensure all the necessary facilities

birds in the market.

While reviewing the
arrangements for forthcoming
Navroz, Div Com directed con-

Transformers in districts.
Moreover, Bidhuri directed

concerned officers of PHE to

ensure availability of drinking

essentials in the market to
facilitate the people during the
month of fasting.

He also instructed for the

water to the public. Further, he
directed concerned to ensure
availability of adequate quanti-
tiesofquality meatand poultry

cerned departments to ensure
availability of essential services
and items to the people to cel-
ebrate the occasion.

projects at the earliest.
Heinstructed contractors to

make serviceroadsrideable for

smooth movement of traffic.

Centre sets up tribunal to adjudicate

ban on Jamaat-e-Islami in J&K

NEW DELHI, MAR 14: The Centre has consti-
tuted aTribunal comprisinga Delhi high courtjudge
toadjudicate whether or not there is sufficient cause
for declaring the Jamaat-e-Islami, Jammu and
Kashmir as an unlawful association.

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued a
notification in this regard on Wednesday.

"Jamaat-e-Islamihas been declared asan unlaw-
fulassociation, vide notification dated February 27,
2024, published in the Gazette of India, Now, there-
fore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-
section (1) of section 5 read with sub-section (1) of
section 4 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967 (37 of 1967), the Central Government
hereby constitutes the Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Tribunal consisting of Justice Navin Chawla,
Judge, High Court of Delhi, for the purpose of adju-
dicating whether or not there is sufficient cause for
declaring it as unlawful association," reads the
notification.

On February 27 this year, the Centre extended
ban on Jamaat-e-Islami for another five years. Jel
was earlier banned on February 28, 2019.

Over 800 fire incidents in Kashmir
Valley this year, 180 in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: With over eight hundred fire
incidents reported across Kashmir Valley this year till
date, people are requested to be cautious and check their
wiring to prevent any short-circuit that may lead toafire
incident, a top officer of the Fire & Emergency Services
Department said.

He said around 180 incidents have been reported in
the Srinagar districtalone,and people should follow Dos
and Don'ts to prevent any further fire incidents.

Speaking with the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), Er Agib Hussain, Deputy Director of Fire
&Emergency Services (F&ES), said Srinagar districtalone
has witnessed around 180 fire incidents this year, con-
tributing much to the overall count of 800 incidents
reported across the valley. He said two deaths and two
injuries were reported in these incidents. “In winter,
people use many heating gadgets. We should stay cau-
tious and follow Dos and Don'ts,” he said.

The officer said many fire incidents happen with short
circuits and breakage of wiring. He urged people to
conduct regular electrical audits and install protective
measures such as MCBs (Miniature Circuit Breakers) to
safeguard against potential fire hazards.

Hussainurged people to maintain contactinformation
for their nearest fire stations and familiarise themselves
with emergency protocols. Those who don't have such
contacts can use the helpline number 101.

SMC installs old, defective street Ilghts claim Srmagar people

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: People
from different areas of Srinagar
city have been claiming that Sri-
nagar Municipal Corporation has
beeninstalling defective and old
street lights.

SMC these days has been
installing street lights. These
lights have already beeninstalled
in Hamdania Colony Bemina,
Gangbo, and Gulberg Colony
Hyderpora.

Inhabitants of several locali-
ties alleged that after inspecting
these streetlights, it seems these
are old, and defective without
any packing. “The new street

lights are always packed but the
men who install them get all the
lights without any packing,” they
said.

Theaggrieved people told the
news agency Kashmir News Trust
that they managed to click the
photographs ofthese streetlights
and they intend to show them to
the people at the helm of affairs.

“Youwon'tbelieve, outside the
residence of an official, a new
streetlight, properly packed was
installed while at other places,
the same old street lights were
used. It seems these lights had
beenstored inaroomwith flood

water,” they said.

The conscious citizens said

that SMCstarted the installation
process under phase 2 on 26
January this year and it halted
the work on 7 February when
various people complained that
defective and old lights were
being installed. “Now SMC has
again started the installation
process after some break, but
again same old, defective lights
are being installed,” they said.

They appealed to Commis-
sioner SMCto lookinto the mat-
ter and ensure that sophisti-
cated lights be installed in the
streets and on the roads of Sri-
nagar city.

‘World Kidney Day’

Only 5-6% of kidney transplant patients able
to access surgery, says noted urologist

Dr Salim Wani calls for early detection, healthy lifestyle habits

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: Among
around one lakh patients requiring
kidney transplants, just around five
to six percent of lucky people have
access to it, said Dr Salim Wani, a
prominent urologist in Kashmir.

Speaking with the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), Dr
Wani said there are limited options
available once kidney failure occurs,
with dialysis and transplantation
being the primary treatments. How-
ever, he said that in India, only about
5,000 to 6,000 people out of the one
lakhinneed areabletosecureadonor,
leaving many without hope.

He stressed the importance of
earlydetectioninmitigating the long-
termeffects of kidney disease, saying
diabetes and hypertension are major
culprits. “These conditions often go
undetected as they silently contribute
tokidneyfailure,” he said,adding that
people, especially those with diabe-
tesorhypertension, must seekimme-
diate medical attentionif they expe-
rience warning signs such as swelling
of the face and feet.

Regarding dietary habits, DrSalim

said high salt and carbohydrate-rich
dietsimpactkidney health.He called
forabalanced diet rich in vegetables
and proteins and warned against the
consumption of processed foods,
which can worsen kidney issues.
Dr Wani also highlighted the
importance of hydration and recom-
mended a daily intake of 1.5-2 litres
of water to prevent infections and
kidney stones, which are common
causes of kidney failure. “Stress and
the overuse of painkillers can also
contribute to chronickidney disease,”

he said.

He said chronic kidney disease is
a “huge burden” on all countries
includingIndia.So, thereis aneed for
increased awareness and action to
promote kidney health.

World Kidney Day is observed
annually on the second Thursday of
March, and this year's theme is
'Healthy Kidney for All".

Kidney disease ranks among the
leading causes of death worldwide,
surpassing even breast cancer and
prostate cancer.

ARRESTS MADE IN BATTERGAM FIRE
TRAGEDY,ACCUSED APPREHENDED: POLICE

B Dr.Ab Qayoom

KUPWARA, MAR 14: The
tragicfireincidentin Battergam,
Kupwara, on the night of March
3rd and 4th, 2024, resulted in
the loss of life of Mohammad
Feroz Alam. The commercial
building owned by Sanaullah
Mir was deliberately set ablaze,
leading to this unfortunate loss.

As per the statement of Kup-
wara district police,Following
thoroughinvestigations, the Kup-
waraPolice Stationinitiated pro-
ceedingsunder Section 174 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).

®© 00 ©

It was determined that Abrar  FiUgvasvALe W
Ahmad Bhat and Zakir Ahmad
Bhat were responsible forigniting
the fire with malicious intent.
Consequently, a case (FIR No.
54/2024) has been registered
under relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), includ-
ing sections 302 (murder), 436
(mischiefby fire),420 (cheating),
and 120B (criminal conspiracy).
Both accused individuals fled
to Punjab but were apprehend-
ed and brought back to Kupwara
for legal proceedings.During
interrogation, the accused admit-
ted to setting the building ablaze

with the intention of fraudulent-
ly obtaining money from the
insurance company.The Kupwara
police team, under the leadership
of InspectorIshaq, SHO Kupwara,
and under the supervision of
Deputy Superintendent of Police
Headquarters Kupwara, is dili-
gently working to uncover all
facts related to the case.Author-
ities are dedicated to ensuring
justice for the victimsand holding
the perpetrators accountable for
their heinousactions. We urge the
public to collaborate with law
enforcement agencies to uphold
H peace and security in the region.

Machine-Made Copperware
Poses Formidable Challenge
to Traditional Craftsmen

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: For generations, the artisans
of Kashmir have been renowned for their exquisite
craftsmanship, creating intricate copperware using
age-old techniques passed down through centuries.

From delicate tea sets to ornate bowls and vases,
each piece is a testament to their mastery of the
craft and reflects the region's rich cultural heritage.

As per news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), the machine- made copperware, however, for
the last few decades has emerged a new challenge for
the centuries-old copperware industry of the valley.

Machine-made copperware is rapidly gaining
ground, posing a formidable challenge to the tradi-
tional craftsmen who have long dominated the market.

As a result, traditional Kashmiri copper artisans
are finding themselves in a tough battle to compete
with their machine-made counterparts. Many are
struggling to adapt to the changing market dynam-
ics, facing declining demand for their handcrafted
products.

“We are facing unprecedented challenges from
machine-made copperware. Our products may be
crafted with care and attention to detail, but the
onslaught by machine-made copperware had
brought down its worth,” said Abdul Aziz Lankar, a
copperware artisans and a dealer.

He said the advent of modern manufacturing
techniques and the rise of machine-made copper-
ware have begun to disrupt this age-old industry.

“With advanced machinery capable of mass
production, manufacturers can churn out copper-
ware at a fraction of the time and cost required by
traditional artisans. This shift has not gone unno-
ticed by consumers, who are increasingly drawn to
the convenience and affordability offered by
machine-made copperware,” Lankar said.

Farooq Ahmad Misger , another copperware dealer
said the industry is at the evrge of extinction due to the
invasion by the machine-made copperware.

“This art is now not being imbibed by our
younger generations. If government doesn’t inter-
vene, we will lose the art, hence the centuries old
industry, ” he said. The artisans are hopeful of
revival of the hand-made copperware industry
especially after government announced measures to
ban machine-made copperware.

Taking strict measures against machine-made
copper, the government in January this year
appointed Director of Handicrafts and Handloom
(H&H) Kashmir as the person in charge of imple-
menting the J&K Prohibition of Manufacture of
Specified Copper Utensils (by machine) Act.

The step is aimed to combat the introduction of
machines in crafting copper utensils which has
resulted in marginalization of traditional artisans,
and has allowed individuals without specific copper
working skills to enter the industry, adversely affect-
ing traditional craftsmen.
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With Profound Grief and sorrow, we inform the sad
Demise of Raziya Dar W/O Ghulam Qadir Dar R/O
Bilal Colony Qammarwari Srinagar, who left for
heavenly abode on Wednesday i.e; 13 March 2024.
May Almighty Grant Departed soul highest place in
Jannah. The congregational Fatih-e-Khawani will be
Held at his ancestral Graveyard at Sayed Sahab
Chattabal. On Friday, i.e., 15 March 2024 at 2 :15 pm

Bereaved Family

Contact:
7006021121, 6005271830

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS &

DEATHS BLOCK PAHALGAM

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in
respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This office is in receipt of representation from:
GHULAM RASOOL WANI R/0O, LIDROO

PAHALGAM Tehsil PAHALGAM District
ANANTNAG for issuance of Birth Certificate in
favour of daughter namely MUSRATJAN D/O
GHULAM RASOOL WANI R/0 LIDROO D.O.B
as per documents is 06 /01/2010& event shown to
be occurred at home In this connection if anyone
have any objection in the registration of birth
certificate shall present his/her claim to this of-
fice BDO office PAHALGAM within 07 days, after
that no objection shall be entertained.

REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE PAHALGAM

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS &

DEATHS BLOCK PAHALGAM

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in
respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This office is in receipt of representation from:
MOHAMMAD RAFIQ GOJER CHOHAN S/0
MIRYA GOJER CHOHAN R/0, LEHANDAGAM
Tehsil PAHALGAM District ANANTNAG for
issuance of Birth Certificate in favour of my
daughter namely ULFAT JAN D/O MOHAM-
MAD RAFIQ GOJER CHOHAN R/0O LEHANDA-
GAM D.O.B as per documents is 01 /03/2011&
event shown to be occurred at home. In this
connection if anyone have any objection in the
registration of birth certificate shall present his/
her claim to this office /BDO office PAHALGAM
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained

REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE PAHALGAM
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for information of general public that the
(Electric bill ) power connection is registered on
my fathers name ABDUL KHALIQ LONE R/O
MAQDOM MOHALLAH SOZEITH ..Now this
Connection bearing Consumer ID NO
0206050001578 wants to be registered on my name
NAZIR AHMAD LONE S/0 LATE ABDUL
KHALIQ LONE R/0 MAQDAM MOHALLAH
SOZEITH .If anybody have any objection in this
regard He/She may file his/her objection in the
office of ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PDD NARBAL DIVISION IV BUDGAM within
seven days from the date of publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained.

NAME..NAZIR AHMAD LONE
S/O...LATEABDUL KHALIQLONE
R/0..MAQDAM MOHALLAH SOZEITH

DISTT.BADGAM

NO

Government Departments for the following works:-

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office Of The Executive Engineer (R&B) Electric Division

Kashmir, Engineering Complex Srinagar Rajbagh.
CEINVITING TENDER

E-NIT No. 86/R&B/Electric Division Kashmir of 2023-24 issued under Endorsement No: ERB/4544-52 DATED: 14-03-2024.

Forand on behalf of the LT. Governor, J&K (U/T) e-tenders (in Double cover system) are invited on percentage basis
from approved and eligible Contractors registered with JRKUT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/ UT/ Central

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS &
DEATHS BLOCK WAGOORA

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in
respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This office is in receipt of representation
from:SUMEE JEHN W/O PARVEZ AHMAD
WANI R/0, DOLIPORA KREERI Tehsil
KREERI District Baramulla for issuance of
Birth Certificate in favour of my daughters
namely MAIRA PARVEZ D/O PARVEZ
AHMAD WANI R/0 DOLIPORA KREERI
D.O.B as per documents is 03/08/2019 & event
shown to be occurred at (SDH) kreeri In this
connection if anyone have any objection in
the registration of birth certificate shall pres-
ent his/her claim to this office or Tehsildar
Kreeri/Wagoora /BDO office Wagoora
within 07 days, after that no objection shall
be entertained.

REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE WAGOORA)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS &
DEATHS BLOCK PALGAM

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in
respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This office is in receipt of representation from:
MOHAMMAD RAFIQ GOJER CHOHAN S/0
MIRYA GOJER CHOHAN R/0, LEHANDAGAM
Tehsil PAHALGAM District ANANTNAG for
issuance of Birth Certificate in favour of my
daughter namely ULFAT JAN D/O MOHAM-
MAD RAFIQ GOJER CHOHAN R/0O LEHANDA-
GAM D.O.B as per documents is 01 /03/2011&
event shown to be occurred at home In this con-
nection if anyone have any objection in the regis-
tration of birth certificate shall present his/her
claim to this office /BDO office PAHALGAM
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained

REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE PAHALGAM

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS &
DEATHS BLOCK WAGOORA

Subject: Issuance of Registration Ordersin
respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This office is in receipt of representation from: HAS-
EENABEGUM W/0O ABDUL RASHID HAJAM R/O,
KACHWA MUQAM Tehsil wagoora District Baram-
ulla for issuance of Birth Certificate in favour of my son
namely OWAIS RASHID HAJAM D/0O ABDUL
RASHID HAJAM R/0 KACHWA MUQAM D.O.Bas
per documents is 06 /01/2010& event shown to be oc-
curred at home In this connection if anyone have any
objection in the registration of birth certificate shall
present his/her claim to this office or Tehsildar Kreeri/
Wagoora /BDO office Wagoora within 07 days, after that
no objection shall be entertained

REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT WAGOORA)

Estimate Cost of 2% Time of Class of Major Head of Re
SI. Name of Work d. Cost Tender/ Earnest Completi Contract Account mar
No. (InRs.) Doc. Money on ks
(InRs.) (In Rs.) (Calenda *
v Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)
Days)
01 : “AAy” | Administrative Approval OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION PULWAMA.
Construction of CRC College 32.603 L sid P accorded by office in-
building B.W.0 Providing g acs| Rs.1100/= | 66,673/= I: € - ass . charge composite Regional Phone:-01933-295302 E-mail:-techrbpul786 @gmail.com
Electrification facility to S'zjile ectrica Dce"f"efor i’“l d
: i evelopment an
ground ﬂooAr, L.T Cabling a}1d Civil Empowerment of persons TENDER NOTICE
servo stablizer to composite Work with Disabilities vide no.
regional centre Bemina orl CRC—.S")qr/PWD E-NIT No: Fresh 269 /EEP/RNB/of 2023-24/15236-46 Dated: 14 /03/2024
Srinagar. s J&K/23/4071 Dt-06-11- . L ° R
2023. For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT term e-tenders (In Single Cover system) are invited on A)age Basis

1 | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 14-03-2024 from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central

2 | Period of downloading of bidding documents 14-03-2024from 06:00 PM Government for the following work : -

3 | Bid submission Start Date 14-03-2024from 06:00 PM Adv.Cost [Costof T/D | Earnest Time of Class of Major Head Administrative Accord Call No:

4 | Bid Submission End Date 20-03-2024 upto 02.00 PM Name of Work (Rs. Lacs.) (Rs.) Money | Completionin( Contract of Approval No:

. . . . . 21-03-2024 at 04.00 PM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Electric S.No (In %age.) | working Days Accounts

5 | Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) Division Kashmir, Engineering Complex Srinagar Rajbagh.

6 | Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed. Temporary/Restoration of i e b y t33-Se/PS 202324 dt. 21000
Position of AAA= Accorded 1. [scouring of bidge Pier left one] 25.25 1100/ “c"ost V" [30 working Days| Aay a‘;f‘];s_‘; 4ge 2023 and Se's no Se/PS/5217
Position of T/S= Accorded of Hajibal foot bridge. ) dated 01.12.2023 CSa"I‘I

Position of funds= Available/ Committed.

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, drawings, bill of quantities( BOQ), set of terms and conditions of .. R . .
contract and other details can be seen /downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:- Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders.
Note:- The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the E-NIT carefully before uploading soft’s copy. gov .inas per schedule of date given below:-

Any short fall found in the softcopy will tender the Bid rejected. 1.

Asper Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Secretariat Finance department vide No. OM No. A/24(2017)-651

dtd.07-06-2018whichreadsasunder:-

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.0.Q),

Date of Issue of Tender Notice

14 -03-2024

a) Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with. The same should be obtained only from the Bidder who’s 2. Bid downloading Start Date 14-03 -2024 from 10:00 A.M
declared 1st Lowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids. 3 Bid submission Start Date
1 The Cost of tender document should be collected by introducing Treasury Challan (Receipt). . 14-03-2024 from 10:00 A.M
1.1 The successful Bidder has to produce Performance Security Deposit @5% of contract value in the shape of 4. Bid Submission End Date
CDR/ FDR within 02 days after opening of Bids which shall be released after successful completion of work with 19 - 03-2024 UPtO 04:00P.M
DLP. The EMD @ 2% of successful bidder will be released only after the submission of 5% performance secondary 5. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)
deposit. 20-03-2024 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Executive
1.2 The bidder who so ever participate the e-tenders floated by this office will submit Additional Performance security in

Engineer R&B Div.Pulwama
'Within three (03) days of receipt of LOA. (The First lowest successful bidder has to|

shape of CDR/FDR at the time of issuance of Allotment Order in case the bidder has submitted below Percentage Bid

against the Advertised Cost for the w:)rk as per pelow ment.ioned percentage Breakup in order to avoid unbalancing of 6. Submission of Performance Security(PS) lprovide 5% of allotted cost as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG|

e-tender and s‘;lall be :el}ef;seld afte(; Z_Sd/:/_comp}enc()in oft.wo;k.- . Tof Additi TPert rro and EMD of 2% shall be rel d after receipt of 5% Performance security.
s. o age of Tnbatanced X1 lf::,,,v];:‘:‘e.ver ised coston accounto Hiona bﬁr,,‘;;,'f,‘;’t‘jﬁ security to 1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan /Receipt as per Annexure -C (Debited to M.H.0059
Upto and including 15% NIL PWD) and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama (The Date of Treasury Challan and EMD

Greater than 15% upto & including 20%
Greater than 20% upto & including 25%
Greater than 25% upto & including 30%
Greater than 30% below

5% of Advertised Cost
10% of Advertised Cost 2.
15% of Advertised Cost
20% of Advertised Cost

should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date.

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on
same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama

The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.

i i Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama
The Contractors are advised to visit the site and to be aware of the conditions for launching at site of work before
quoting the rates.
The contractor shall also be responsible for any theft/ damage to any of the component at site and the cost of damage/ theft
if any shall be deducted from the work done or CDR of the Contractor till completion of work and handing over.
The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of

CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama within three (03) days after the date of receipt of letter of
acceptance and shall be released after successful completion of DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond

w z
GLPR|FIN RS

2.The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the
bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be
opened online on same Web Site in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Electric Division Kashmir, Srinagar
(Tender receiving authority).

3.The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period 0f120 days from the date of opening of bids. 6.
4.The earnest money (EMD) shall be released in favour of unsuccessful bidders only after submission of Treasury
Challan. 7.
5.The earnest money may be forfeited if:-

a.Any bidder/ tendered with draws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications

N w

in the terms and conditions of the bid. DLP.
SD/=
Bﬁgﬁi?éoggfzzg Exef:utl've. E.nglneer, . Head Draftsman Technical Officer Executive Engineer
- (R&B) Electric Division Kashmir DIPK-17913/23 Dated :-14.03.2024 R&B Division Pulwama
Engineering Complex Srinagar Rajbagh
@ 00 o 0 ¢ &
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Director JKEDI e-inau gurates three Voluntary Medicare Society and JK Bank Partner

EDPs under SANKALP at Ramban

for Speech and Hearing Wellness in Kupwara

Urges aspirants to take entrepreneurship as career

Iy

B HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 14:
Director,Jammuand Kash-
mir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute
(JKEDI), Rajinder Kumar
Sharma today e-inaugu-
rated three Entrepreneur-
ship Development Pro-
grams (EDPs) under Skills
Acquisitionand Knowledge
Awareness for Livelihood
Promotion (SANKALP) for
aspiring entrepreneurs of
Ramban.

The five day EDPs are
being conducted at Indus-
trial Training Institute (ITTI),
Banihal,Ramban and Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary
School, Batoteinwhich 120
aspirants were enrolled.

The trainees include
entrepreneurs who have
started their business ven-
tures as well as aspiring
entrepreneurs whointend
tobecome selfreliant under
different government spon-
sored schemes.

While interacting with
the trainees, Director JKE-
DI,Rajinder Kumar Sharma
urged them to choose
entrepreneurship and self

H&H Directorate Jammu hosts
Awareness Programme; Gives away
certificates to Pass-out trainees

B HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 14: Director Handicrafts and Hand-
loom Jammu Suraj Parkash Rukwal today gave away
certificates to pass out trainees at an awareness pro-
gramme organized in the office of Assistant Director
Handicrafts Janipur.

The event, organised under the guidance of Vikramjit
Singh, Commissioner Secretary to Government Industries
& Commerce Department, also included an insightful
inspection of the Showroom Complex, which serves as
a sale outlet and houses exquisite products made by the
craftsmen of Jammu division.

During the event, Director Handloom & Handicrafts
encouraged artisans and interacted with themabout the
problems and issues that they are facing. He further
inspired passed trainees and encouraged them to make
cooperative societies in order to become self-reliant and
self employed.

He also shed light on various departmental schemes,
where the youth can approach for development of skills
and organize themselves into cooperatives to avail ben-
efit of various Centrally/UT sponsored schemes like
Weavers Mudra Scheme, National Handloom Develop-
ment Programme, Credit Card Scheme for Artisans &
weavers, Financial Support Scheme for Cooperatives
besides availing soft loans and subsidies for entrepreneur-
ship development aiming toraise awareness and provide
support to artisans.

The event concluded with a gesture of hospitality, as
teaand refreshments were served to all attendees, foster-
ing a sense of community spirit

employment avenues to
reduce dependency on gov-
ernment jobs. He directed
the JKEDI district officers
to facilitate training pro-
grams for prospective
entrepreneurs in a profes-
sional manner and make it
interactive so that the aspi-
rantsare motivated to take
up entrepreneurship as
their career option.Healso
urged the course team to

briefthe participants about
the different facets of J&K
Startup Policy 2024-27 so
that they are able to avail
its benefits in future.

On the occasion, Henna
Latief, who runs and owns
afood processing unit “Bahi
Foods” at Banihal shared
herexperience asanentre-
preneur. Sheremarked that
she has been able to estab-
lish her dream business unit
whichis providing employ-
ment to many people
despite several challenges.

Another entrepreneur,
Lalita Devifrom Batote who
runs a mushroom cultiva-
tion unit said that she is
happy to be part of SANK-
ALP training program and
hopes that it will help her
to realise her dream of

m  DRABQAYOOM

Kupwara,Mar,14:1n a
concerted efforttoexpand
healthcare accessibility, the
Voluntary Medicare Soci-
ety has collaborated with
JK Bank to host a Speech
and Hearing Assessment
Intervention Camp at KVK-
Kupwara.This joint initia-
tive brings together spe-
cialized medical
professionals to offer com-
prehensive assessments
and interventions for indi-
viduals with speech and
hearing disorders. Held at
KVK-Kupwara, the camp
provides a platform for
patients to receive expert
care and support tailored
totheirneeds.The partner-
ship between Voluntary
Medicare Society and JK

Bank exemplifies their
shared commitment to
community welfare and
healthcare empowerment.
Through this collaboration,
they aim to address crucial
healthcare gaps and
enhance the quality of life
for individuals facing

AB-PMJAY revolutionises Healthcare in Ramban district

Over 6200 patients avial free treatment worth Rs. 3.22 crore

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, MARCH 14:
AyushmanBharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna
(AB-PMJAY), has emerged
as a beacon of hope for the
residents of Ramban dis-
trict, offering a lifeline of
quality healthcare services
and cashless & free medical
treatment.

Inaregion where access
to healthcare can often be
achallenge, AB-PMJAY has
become a cornerstone of
the healthcare landscape,
providing much-needed
relief to individuals and
families facing medical
emergencies and financial
constraints.

With its emphasis on
inclusivity and accessibil-
ity, AB-PMJAY has trans-
formed the healthcare
experience in Ramban,
ensuring that nooneis left
behind when it comes to
receiving essential medical
care.Under the astute guid-

ance of Deputy Commis-
sioner Baseer-Ul-Haq
Chaudhary, the Health
DepartmentinRambanhas
been effectively imple-
menting the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan MantriJan
Arogya Yojna (AB-PMJAY),
asover6205indoor patients
havereceived cashless free
medical treatment, withan
expenditure exceedingRs.
3.22 crores across four
empanelled hospitalsinthe
district.

At the District Hospital
Ramban, a commendable
efforthasbeen made where

=

3933 patients with differ-
ent medical complications
have been provided free
treatment under AB-
PMJAY, amounting to an
expenditure of Rs. 218.52
lakh. This initiative under-
scores the commitment of
the Government to provide
quality healthcare services
to the residents of district
Ramban and UT of Jammu
and Kashmir as well, irre-
spective of their financial
constraints.

Moreover, significant
strides have been made in
other healthcare facilities

withinthedistrict. At Com-
munity Health Centre
(CHC) Banihal, 1078
patients havereceived free
treatment under AB-
PMJAY, with an expendi-
ture of Rs. 58 lakh. Simi-
larly, CHC Batote has
catered to 870 patients with
an expenditure of Rs. 41
lakh, while CHC Gool has
provided free treatment to
324 patientswithanexpen-
diture ofRs.4.5lakh.These
statistics highlight the
widespread reach of the
AB-PMJAY programme in
the district, ensuring that
healthcare services are
accessible to all sections of
society.

According to the Chief
Medical Officer, Dr Kamal
Jee Zadoo, the district has
achieved significant mile-
stones in terms of enroll-
ment and coverage under
AB-PMJAY. All families,
comprising a target of
65171, have been success-
fully registered under the
scheme.

.= .

IN COLLABORATION WITH
SKAUST-K & J&K BANI

IS ORGANISING

speech and hearing chal-

lenges.This camp symbol-
izes the efficacy of collab-
orative efforts in driving
positive change and
advancing healthcare ser-
vices within our commu-
nity. Together, we endeav-
or to foster inclusivity and

support for individuals
with speech and hearing
impairments, promoting
their holistic well-being
and integration into soci-
ety.Dr. Kasir Mohi uddin
Malik, head and senior sci-
entist, expressed gratitude
forthe dedication of the staff
and highlighted the societal
impact of such initiatives.
He extended thanks to VC
SKUAST-K Pro, Nazir Ah
Ganie, and Director Exten-
sion, Prof Dil Mohammad
Makhdoomi, for their guid-
anceand supportinextend-
ing assistance not only in
agricultural and horticul-
tural activities but also in
societal welfare endeavors.
Today's programis a testa-
ment to the collective
efforts directed by SKUAST-
Kofficials towards the bet-
terment of society.

World Kidney Day: DH
Ramban sensitises partic-
ipants about Renal Health

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, MARCH 14: District Hospital Ramban com-
memorated World Kidney Day with an awareness program
aboutkidney health.Under the guidance of Deputy Com-
missioner, Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaudhary and spearhead of
Medical Superintendent Dr Virender Trisal, the event
witnessed a confluence of medical expertise and com-
munity engagement, marking a significant stride in
prioritizing kidney health in the district.The highlight
of the event was insightful awareness lectures delivered
toboth the general public and patients by specialist doc-
tors, imparting invaluable knowledge on preventive
measures and early detection of kidney-related ailments.
Renowned senior doctors, including Orthopaedic Surgeon,
Dr Mohammad Rafi, Pediatrician, Dr Narendra Singh,
Surgeon, DrMuzamil, Dental Surgeon, Dr Bushan Kumar,
and Physician, Dr Mohammad Sayeed graced the occa-
sion, enriching the discourse with their profound insights
and experiences.Through informative sessions and
interactive discussions, held at the OPD Complex, attend-
eeswere empowered with the necessarytoolstosafeguard
their kidney health and embrace a lifestyle conducive to
overall well-being.The MS, DH expressed his gratitude
toall participants for their unwavering supportand active
participationin making the World Kidney Day celebration
aresounding success. He emphasized the importance of
collaborative efforts in fostering a culture of proactive
healthcare and urged everyone to prioritize regular
check-ups and adopt healthy lifestyle practices.

DGRC fines 2 Jammu
Hospitals for denial of
treatment under AB-PMJAY

B HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 14: District Grievance Redressal
Committee for Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
ArogyaYojana, under the chairmanship of District Mag-
istrate Sachin Kumar Vaishya, has slapped fine on two
hospitals for denial of treatment under the PMJAY.

The two hospitals, Bee General Hospital Canal Road
Jammu and Government Super Specialty Hospital Jam-
mu have been found guilty of denying treatment under
theflagship healthinsurance scheme of the Government.
As per the recommendations of the Committee to the
State Health Agency, the two hospitals together are
slated to be fined a minimum amount of Rs 1,22,711 as
per guidelinesWhile the Bee Enn General Hospital has
been found guilty of denying a neuro-surgery, the SSH
had refused an essential component in one cardiac-
surgery, namely Drug Coated Balloon.

Other grievances related to the scheme were also
discussed and taken up for resolution in the meeting.

The meeting was attended by committee members
including Chief Medical Officer Dr Harbaksh Singh,
Assistant Commissioner Development DrVikas Sharma,
District Grievances Nodal Officer Alok Chattaand others
concerned.

World Kidney Day observed
at GHS Bijarni-Doda

B HT News Network

DODA, MARCH 14: Acting upon the directions of the
Director Health Services Jammu Dr Rakesh Magotraand
under the guidance of CMO Doda Dr Om Kumar & BMO
Ghat Dr Abdul Gafoor, an awareness programme to
celebrate the "World Kidney Day" was held at GHS
Bijarni under AAM- Sub Centre Bijarni District Doda.

The day is celebrated every year on the 2nd Thursday
of March all over the world to create awareness about
kidney diseases.Mr Faizan A Tramboo from the health
department on this occasion delivered a lecture about
the importance of kidneys and reducing the frequency,
impact of kidney diseases and its associated health
problems.The health team also encouraged the partici-
pants and general public to take care of their kidneys
right from childhood to ensure a healthy life ahead.

®© 00 ©

Presence of Indian Long Eared

Students Meet Dr.Jatinder Singh At

Delhi During Bharat Darshan Tour

Hedgehog reported in

B HT News Network

RAJOURI,MARCH 14: The first
ever authentic record of the
Indian Long-eared Hedgehog
reported fromthe Nowsheraarea
of the Rajouri-Poonch Wildlife
Division. The team headed by
Amit Sharma Wildlife Warden
Rajouri-Poonch captured the
animal from Nowshera belt and
the identity was confirmed by
Dr.ShyamkantS. Talmale, Scien-
tist C,Zoological Survey of India.
The series of other procedures
like DNA analysis and morpho-
metricstudies have tobe carried

outby Dr.Vineeta Sharma, Assis-
tant Professor Central University,
forwhich the samples have been
taken.

The Indian long-eared hedge-
hog (Hemiechinus collaris) is a
small species of mammal native
to northern India and Pakistan.
TheIndianlong-eared hedgehog

Nowshera

is arelatively small hedgehog. It
isanocturnalanimal thatisoften
found inhabiting burrows. Simi-
lar to most hedgehogs it has
spinesonitsback,embeddedinto
a muscle sheath. The sheath
forms a bag-like structure that
the animal can hide inside for
protection. It can also erect its
spines to further protect from
predators.

The Indian long-eared hedge-
hog has a well-developed set of
senses because of its large ears,
eyesand whiskers nearits snout.
These senses, especially smell,
help them find food and/or a pos-
sible partner.

B AmirIgbal Khan

Bhadarwah, March 14:Students
from district Doda who are cur-
rently on Bharat Darshan tour-
2024 met today Union Minister
Dr. Jatinder Singh at the Institute
of Civil Service Office Delhi on
Thursday.According to a press
statement, under Civic Action
Program, 33 Battalion CRPFbased
at Sarna Bhadarwah organised
Bharat Darshan tour-2024 for the
under privileged students of dis-
trict Doda.Dr. Jatinder Singhinter-
actedwith studentsand arranged
lunch for them also at PMO's
Civil Service Office Institute, Del-
hi.The statement added that the
students are escorted by two
teachers from school education

PSS,

Kumar koul-Teacher & Associate
NCC Officer (PM Shri GHSS Bhalra,
Bhaderwah) and Umesh Kumar-
Teacher (Govt. HS Pranoo).It may
berecalled that the tour hasbeen
organised to expose the students
from underprivileged sections of
the society to the external world
and also acquaint them with the
Socio-Historical perspective of
the country. One attachment °

TASOWA J&K visits LBS Roop Nagar for handholding of special children

B HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 14: IAS Officers Wives
Association (IASOWA) J&K, President, Dr
Monika Wali today with other members
of the Association visited the Louis Braille
School (LBS) for Visually Impaired Girls
under National Blind Foundation and
Residential School for Visually Impaired
under Mission Vatsalya here at Roop Nagar
to distribute assistance among students
as part of their community service.

Those who were presentincludes Com-
missioner Secretary, Hospitality & Proto-
col, DrRashmi Singh; Associationmembers
Ruchi Gupta, Rajini Sinha, AnuJangid,
Geetanjali Singla, Jayshree Kundal, and
Divya Yadav.

Onthe occasion the President, IASOWA
J&Kin her remarks made out that today’s
world has advanced a lot and brought in
lot of betterments for our children with

special needs. She mentioned that be it
Sports, Art, Entrepreneurship, Administra-
tion, Business or running other affairs of
life such persons had made a mark.
Shefurtheradvised the studentstoadopt
yoga and other healthy lifestyle activities
including the Nutritious diet for overall
development of their bodies. She encour-
aged the students enrolled in these twin
schoolsto chase theirdreams without any

break. She advised them that sky is the
limit for realising their ambitions as the
world has made much progress toletthem
lay back and stumble.

DrMonika took this occasion toimpress
upon these students that the talent depict-
ed here through their different perfor-
mances like singing are no less than that
of other talented children out there. She
praised them for suchagood performance

made impromptu on stage. She advised
them to further fine-tune their skills and
be the best in their fields of interest. She
gave them the example of national icons
like Ravindra Jain to follow who made
world to acknowledge his talent despite
being disabled for life.While delving on
the mandate of the association, she intro-
duced that the association is prioritising
the works for upliftment of the poorer
sections of the society. She also noted that
the association would take forward social
works like poverty alleviation, women
empowerment, environmental awareness,
community services, popularization of
yoga with a renewed vigour and energy.
The Commissioner Secretary, H&P, Dr
Rashmi Singh remarked that by coming
close to you here today has connected us
more withyourambitions and aspirations.
She furtherarticulated thatit has kindled
a drive in us to play our roles more pas-
sionately for furthering your cause.
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Salim Salik:

Voice To The Voiceless

EDITORIAL
Amplifying Significance

and Good Deeds for
the Muslims

In the sacred month of Ramadan, Fridays
carryanunparalleled significance for Muslims
worldwide. Beyond being the sixth day of the
week, Fridays in Ramadan symbolize a con-
vergence of spirituality, community, and the
pursuitof righteousness. As the holiestmonth
inthe Islamic calendar,Ramadan is a time of
fasting, prayer, and reflection. However, the
arrival of Friday elevates these acts of worship
to new heights.

For Muslims, Fridays hold special signifi-
cance as they mark the day of Jumu'ah, the
congregational prayer where believers gath-
er in mosques to listen to sermons and offer
prayers. During Ramadan, the blessings of
this day are magnified manifold, presenting
aunique opportunityforspiritualgrowthand
connection with the divine.

Moreover, Fridays in Ramadan serve as a
reminder of the collective responsibility
within the Muslim Ummah to engage in acts
of charity, kindness, and goodwill. With the
significance and rewards of good deeds dou-
bled during this sacred month, Muslims are
encouragedtoextendtheirgenerositytowards
those in need, fostering a sense of solidarity
and compassion within communities world-
wide.

From feeding the hungry to supporting
charitable causes, Fridaysin Ramadaninspire
Muslims to exemplify the teachings of Islam
through their actions. As believers come
together to break their fasts and engage in
communal prayers, the spirit of unity and
devotion permeates through the Muslim
Ummah, strengthening bonds and fostering
asense of belonging.

In essence, Fridays in Ramadan serve as a
beacon of hope, unity, and spiritualrejuvena-
tion for Muslims around the globe. As believ-
ers seize the opportunity to amplify their
good deeds and deepentheir connection with
Allah, theyembodythetrue essence of Rama-
dan and the values it represents.

B DrBasharat Khan

Imagine an individual deeply
immersed in the beauty of Urdu lit-
erature, passionately dedicated to
preserving the rich heritage of litera-
ture in Kashmir through his compila-
tions and social media blog, Kashmir
Treasure.HeisMohammad Salim Khan,
known by the nom de plume Salim
Salik. With a Master's degree and
M.Phil. in Urdu from Kashmir Univer-
sity, along with NET certification, he
brings both academic strength and
real-world experience to his craft.

Currently, he has the Editor of the
Urdu Section of SheerazaJournal pub-
lished by the Jammu and Kashmir
Academy of Art, Cultureand Languag-
es,where he has shaped overahundred
issues, leaving a lasting impact on
Kashmir's literary scene. But he is not
just an editor; he is also a founding
member of the Fiction Writers Guild
and has meticulously crafted over two
hundred columns spotlighting various
literary personalities, all under the
auspices of the JKFiction Writers Guild.

Inhisacademicjourney, he pursued
an M.Phil in Urduy, titled Urdu Ke Zarb
ul Misal Ash'aar, Aik Tahgqiqi Jaiza"
focusing on Urdu poetry under the
guidance of Dr. Fareed Parbati. His
publications range from insightful
columns to engaging compilations,
showcasing his diverse talents as an
author and editor.

Among Salim Salik's notable pub-
lications are "Fareed Parbati: Shair,
Shoor aur Shairyat," a scholarly dis-
course delving into the realms of
poetry, and "Urdu Afsana: Mizaaj wa
Minhaj," which explores the art of
storytelling. Moreover, his columnsin
"Kitab Dareech"” and "Sareeri Khama"
are a compilation of literary columns
thatwere first published innewspapers
and subsequently compiled into book
form.Itincludesdiscussionsonvarious
literary genres and anecdotes related
tonumerous writersand poets, enrich-
ing the literary sensibilities of readers.

Furthermore, he has compiled
"Umer Majeed Kay Behtareen Afsanay"
and "Jammu Kashmir Kay Muntakhib
UrduAfsanay,” showcasing exemplary
short stories from the region.

The book "Urdu Afsana Mazaj aur
Manhaj," compiled by Salim Salik offers
an immersive exploration into the
intricate world of Urdu short stories.
It meticulously examines their his-
torical roots, thematic preferences,

literary and societal significance, as
well as their unique stylistic features
and critical interpretations. Covering
a span of 51 years, the book not only
reflects on the current state of Urdu
short stories but also speculates on
their future trajectory, engaging read-
ersin profound discussions onvarious
significantthemesandissues. Through-
out its pages, one encounters enlight-
ening contributions from esteemed
storytellers, critics, poets, professors,
and administrators, each adding depth
and perspective to the ongoing dis-
course surrounding the tradition and
evolution of short story writing in Urdu
literature. Noteworthy are the discus-
sions of the foundational models, the-
matic presentations, and artistic con-
texts of Urdu short stories, which
include insightful analyses of influential
figures such as Sajad Haider Yaldram,
SaadatHasanManto,Hayaatullah Ansa-
ri, Krishan Chand, Niyaz Fatehpuri,
AhmadNadeem Qasimi, Mumtaz Sherin,
Qurat-ul-Ain Hyder, and the impactful
"Angarey" movement.

"Thisbook serves as an encyclope-
dic compendium of themes, art, and
trends within Urdu short stories, span-
ningoveracentury ofliterary evolution.
It provesinvaluable not only for enthu-
siastsofthe genre, authors, and literary
critics but also for researchers explor-
ing the intricacies of short story writ-
ing. Salim Salik's discerning selection
and meticulous organization of content
are worthy of praise, as he has dili-
gently compiled and presented such
valuable material in book form."

TheLiteraryVanguard of Kas

Beyond print, Salim Salik extends
his love for literature to the digital
world. He produces motivational vid-
eos, shares folktales, and conducts
interviews, enriching the online liter-
ary sphere. His initiative, the Kashmir
Treasure Online Library,and youtube
channelisdedicated touncovering the
rich history of Kashmir, spanning
various domains including literature,
fine art, culture, languages like Urdu
and Kashmiri, literary analysis, arts
and crafts, heritage preservation, mys-
ticism, exploration of historical sites
and monuments, cuisine exploration,
rituals, archival research, archaeology,
and engaging interviews. makes lit-
erature accessible to all.

With the digital canvas of Kashmir
Treasure as his palette, Salim Salik
weaves a tapestry of storytelling
imbued with the essence of Kashmir's
soul. Through the lens of his camera,
he breathes life into age-old folk tales,
each narrated with the cadence of a
seasoned bard. From the timeless saga
of cultural and dialectical anecdotes,
Salim Salik's narratives unfold like
vibrantthreadsinthe fabricoftradition,
connecting past to present with effort-
less grace.

With meticulous care, he unravels
theintricate web of idioms that adorn
the Kashmiriand Urdulanguages, each
imbued withits own wisdom and wit.
Through his eloquent commentary,
Salim Salik unveils the hidden mean-
ings behind these linguistic gems,
offering us glimpses into the ethos of
Kashmiri culture and the richness of

its linguistic heritage.

Yet, Salim Salik's vision extends
beyond mere preservation. Inhis hands,
Kashmir Treasure becomes a beacon
ofinspiration and empowerment, illu-
minating the path towards personal
growth and resilience. Through his
motivational content, Salim Salik
infuses age-old wisdom with a con-
temporary flair, offering solace and
guidance tosouls weary from the bur-
dens of modern life.

According to Salim Salik, culture is
not a relic of the past but a living,
breathing entity, ever-evolving yet
rootedin timeless traditions. Witheach
video reel, he bridges the chasm
between generations, fosteringasense
of continuity and connection among
Kashmiris young and old. Through his
advocacy for cultural revival, Salim
Salikignites asparkof pride and belong-
ing within his community, empower-
ingthem toreclaim their heritage with
renewed vigor.

But, perhaps Salim Salik's greatest
gift lies in his ability to transcend
boundaries, both physical and cul-
tural. Through the universal themes
of his storytelling, he invites viewers
from all walks of life to partake in the
beauty and wonder of Kashmiri and
Urdu culture. In his hands, language
becomes a bridge rather than a bar-
rier, facilitating dialogue and under-
standing across diverse perspectives.

The author is a writer, colum-
nist and critic. He can be reached
at Chogalwriter76@gmail.com

The Need Of Peaceful Coexistence

In recent years, Ladakh has
emerged as a flashpoint for territo-
rial control among India, China and
Pakistan. Nestled in the Himalayas,
theregion haswitnessed heightened
tensions and military standoffs, cast-
ing a shadow over peace and stabil-
ity. Amid thisbackdrop, India’s Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has
reiterated the pressing need for con-
structive engagement among all

Tension over Ladakh calls for diplomacy; confrontauon will be detrimental for the region

stakeholders. He is not off the mark:

The landmass has the potential of
triggering a war among three nucle-
ar weapon States, not to mention the
possible involvement of other super-
powers with interest in the region.
Dr Jaishankar’s remarks underscore
a fundamental reality: The ongoing
tensioninLadakhservesneitherIndia
nor China. Instead, it perpetuates a
cycle of mistrust and escalatory
actions thatundermine the prospects
of peaceful coexistence and regional
prosperity. The Galwan Valley mili-
tary standoffin 2020 highlighted the
fragility of status quo and the urgent
need for effective mechanisms to
manage and de-escalate crises. Cen-
tral to Dr Jaishankar’s statement is
therecognition that the resolution of
tension in Ladakh requires a multi-
faceted approach that goes beyond
conventional military posturing.
While maintaining a robust defence
posture is essential to safeguarding
national interests, sustainable peace

hinges on dialogue, diplomacy and
mutual respect for territorial integ-
rity. To put things in perspective, the
Ladakh dispute has roots in history,
with the main cause being an ill-
defined, 2,100-mile-long border. Riv-
ers, lakes and snow-caps along the
frontier mean the line canshift, bring-
ingsoldiers face toface atmany points,
this sparking a confrontation.

The LAC is the de facto border
betweenIndiaand China, but vague-
ly defined. In this scenario, it is dif-
ficult to resolve the deadlock and
ascertain the territorial boundary.
India’s stance on Ladakh aligns with
its broader foreign policy objectives,
characterised by a commitment to
upholding the principles of sover-
eignty, territorial integrity and peace-
fulresolution of disputes. By empha-
sisingtheimportance of dialogue and
diplomacy, India seeks to create an
environment conducive to construc-
tive engagement with all stakehold-
ers. The External Affairs Minister’s

remarks also highlight the critical
role of Pakistan in the regional
dynamics. Pakistan’s support for
cross-border terrorismand its desta-
bilising activities pose significant
challenges to regional peace and
security. Addressing the issue of ter-
rorism is not only a prerequisite for
normalising relations between India
and Pakistan but also a vital step
towards fostering stability in the
South Asianregion. As aresponsible
member of the international com-
munity, India advocates for con-
certed efforts to eradicate terrorism.
By advocating constructive engage-
ment and mutual respect, India
seeks to pave the way for a stable
and prosperous future for the region.
Everyone involved should heed
rational voices; the last thing anyone
wants to hear is the sound of a
nuclear explosion.

The author is a columnist and
freelance writer
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As the crescent moon marks the
beginning of Ramadan, the holiest
month in the Islamic calendar, it is
time for all of us to, more than ever,
embrace reflection, devotion, and
tolerance.

Ramadan is not merely about
abstaining from food and drink from
dawn till dusk; it is a time to deepen
one's spirituality, practice self-disci-
pline, and cultivate empathy for the
less fortunate.

Ramadan is a celebration that

The holy Ramadan has begun. Let us

commemorate this month with sincerity

unites people from all walks of life. It
is a time when the rich and the poor,
the youngand the old, come together
toshareintheblessings of thissacred
month. It is a time when the spirit of
generosity is at its peak.

This Ramadan, let us remember
the teachings of tolerance and accep-
tance that are at the core of Islam. Let
us try to remember the strength of
diversity of our society and in getting
closer to God, remember to respect
others’ beliefs and practices. Let us
show patience and understanding

AMADAN IS A TIME FOR
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

towards those who may not share our
views or traditions.

It has been a challenging 2024 for
India, and as such, this is the month
where every Indian can think deeply
abouttheir particular set of dutiesand
make a conscious effort to make
changes for the better. This is more
salient for those who have been tasked
withserving the nationandits people.

As we fast from sunrise to sunset,
letus also fast from negative thoughts
and actions. Let us use this month to
cleanse our heartsand mindsofhatred,

anger, and prejudice. Let us strive to be
kinder, more compassionate,and more
forgiving towards others.

Ramadan is a time for spiritual
renewal and personal growth. Let us
strive to be better individuals and
contribute to a more peaceful and
harmonious society.

May this Ramadan bring peace,
prosperity, and happiness to all of
Indian. Ramadan Mubarak!

The author is a columnist and
freelance writer

B Vijay Garg

Adeserted closed door and thousands
of desires behind it, who want this door to
openevery day.But whatabout the desires
runninginthe mind? They are bornevery
day and also die every day. Such alonging
canalsobe foraclosed door, leaving behind
which the families who have gone thou-
sands of kilometers away to pursue their
dreams are separated from their roots.

Left behind are the elderly peopleliving
inone ortworoomsofthat house, holding
on to their hope, who just gaze at their
loved ones.They sit waiting to know when
their loved ones will arrive and when the
big locked locks will be opened. This situ-
ation can be seen nowadays in many
houses in Punjab and some other parts of
the country, where in comparisontocities,
in villages, big houses are occupied by
domestic helpers or their families or just
the elderly who are looking after their next
generations.

Have become the caretakers of the
house. In the village, someone's wedding
orotherauspicious events, which are orga-
nized in a planned manner, involve one or
two members of the family.Generations
areseentogether, butin timesof unplanned
sorrowinlife, only the generation of elders
is seen to share the sorrow.

Thesituationis such that towait for the
generation coming from abroad, the dead
body also has to wait in the mortuary
amongtheice cubes.Many timesitbecomes
difficult tounderstand thatjust to get more
facilities and to live among them and to
earn more money, people not only tear
themselves from their land but also leave
behind those people who helped them.

Don't know how many hardships he
faced and what kind of times he saw to
make hislife better. But then this complex
picture also emerges that the dream of
'moving forward' in the minds of children
as well as the elderly is also defined in the
same way and in such a way that some
'very important people' are left on the
margins.

Let's go. These days, the land of Guru-

Pirs is being decorated not with the open
laughter of the youth, but with the moist
eyesoftheelders. The elders sitting on the
platform of the village are seen engrossed
in some discussion and asking each other
the same question as to what is missing.,
The youth of Punjab, who feed the country,
have to go abroad to feed themselves.
Elders share their experiences On this
basis, it is said that when we were small,
we used to play together in the fields and
barns, without realizing when we grew
up. After some time, when he grew up, he
felt proud as an educated youth by joining
the army, becomingateacher and working
in a bank. Even if they were not educated
atavery highlevel, they considered it their
dutytofeed the country through farming,.
But the childhood of today's youthis spent

in technology.

Trapped and away from his roots, he
wants to settle in a foreign country and
not in his village and country. The source
of this dilemma is the environment that
has been prevailing for some time now
which does not give a certificate to the
future of the youth to be bright. On the
other hand, the question of the grown up
children to the elders is whether we too
will have to take to the streets for every
reasonable right when we are young! Will
we be guaranteed employment after edu-
cation?

Will the dream of a clean environment
be achieved? The elders do not have
answers to these questions. It seems that-
Governments have also given up on this
issue. The slogan of Golden Punjabis heard

in slogans and promises, but the ground
reality is that the youth are moving abroad
to make their dreams come true.

The question is, what is the place of
those elders in those dreams, who sacri-
ficed theirlives to make their childrenable
to dream? If the palace of relationships
rests on the foundation of emotions, then
where is the limit of the ambitions of the
youthinwhichthereis space foremotions
and relationships too?

In such a situation, people who think
like this alsoWe must be wishing that some
angel would come, who would be the sup-
portofthe failing youth and weak old age,
such that it cannot be said when the light
will go out from the dimming eyes of our
loved ones. There is no need to wait for
this.Society and governments should think
about this issue in time.

It should not happen that facing such a
situation, a state becomes known only for
the population of the elderly and the youth
start appearing absent. Somewhere this
new culture is emerging that considering
jointfamilies as hindrancesin their 'devel-
opment', the young generationistryingto
remain within the confines of their nucle-
ar family.

If it is moving, then somewhere it is
leaving its land and going out. However,
every day we are told that India is a
country ofyouth anditis because of them
that the country is taking every step
forward. To a large extent, this is true,
but if the presence of young generation
is seen as the strength of the country,
then there is a need to make their life
better and satisfactory, so that they do
not find themselves in a position to go
somewhere else. .

Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational Columnist
MALOUT punjab
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Under 'One Nation, One
Election', Fresh Polls In Case Of
Hung Parliament, Assembly

B HT News Network

New Delhi: The High-Level
Committee on 'One Nation One
Election' led by former President
RamNath Kovindinitsreportrec-
ommended that in the events of a
hungAssembly or hung Parliament,
orano-confidence motion consti-
tutes the new House, fresh elec-
tions may be held for the remain-
der of the five-year term.

Where fresh elections are held
for the House of the People, the
tenure of the House of the People
will be only for the unexpired term
of the immediately preceding full
term of the House of the People
and the expiration of this period
shall operate asadissolution of the
House, the committee recom-
mended.

The High Committe panel also
recommended that elections to
the Municipalities and the Pan-
chayats be synchronised with the
House of the People. Simultaneous
polls to Lok Sabha, assemblies can

be held in the first step, followed
bylocalbody polls within 100days
inthe second step. This will require
ratification by not less than one-
half of the States.

Upon all-inclusive delibera-
tions, the Committee concludes
that its recommendations will
significantly enhance the transpar-
ency, inclusivity, ease and confi-
dence of the voters.

Overwhelming support for
holding simultaneous elections
will spur the development process

and social cohesion, deepen the
foundations of our democratic
rubric, and realise the aspirations
of India, that is Bharat, the com-
mittee said.Former president Kvid-
led Committee earlier today called
on President Droupadi Murmu at
RashtrapatiBhavanand submitted
its report on the 'One Nation One
Election'The 18,626 pages long
report is an outcome of extensive
consultations with stakeholders,
experts and research work over
191 days, since its constitution on

September 2,2023.

Other members of the Commit-
tee are Amit Shah, Union Minister
of Home Affairs and Minister of
Cooperation, Ghulam Nabi Azad,
former Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha, NK Singh, former
Chairman, of the 15th Finance
Commission, Subhash C Kashyap,
former Secretary General, Lok
Sabha, Harish Salve, Senior Advo-
cate, and Sanjay Kothari, former
Chief Vigilance Commissioner.
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Minister of
State (Independent Charge) Min-
istry of Law and Justice was a Spe-
cial Invitee and Dr Niten Chandra
was the Secretary of the high
level panel.

The Committee held extensive
consultations to understand the
views of different stakeholders.
Forty-seven political parties sub-
mitted their views and suggestions,
out of which 32 supported simul-
taneous elections. Many political
parties had extensive discussions
with the High level committee on
this matter.

Electoral Bonds Data From
SBI Uploaded On Election
Commission Website

B HT News Network

New Delhi: Inabigmove
towards transparency in
political funding, the Elec-
tion Commission of India
has uploaded the data of
the electoral bonds given
to it by the State Bank of
India. The details have been
uploaded on Thursday, a
daybefore the deadline set
by the Supreme Court.

The data pertains to
purchasesofbondsofthree
denominations- 1lakh,

10lakhand 1 crore -
dating back to April 12,
2019,andreveals purchas-
es by companies as well as
individuals.

The EC's website has
twolists. The firstis of com-
panies that purchased elec-
toral bonds, alongwith the
denomination and dates.
The other hasnames ofthe
political parties as well as
the denominations of the
bonds and the dates on
whichtheywere encashed.
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There is, however, no way
of correlating the lists and
finding out which com-
pany or individual had
donated to which party.
Announcing that it has
released the data, the poll
body said in a statement,
"The Election Commission
ofIndiahastoday uploaded
thedataonelectoralbonds
on its website as received
from SBI on ‘as is where is
basis™.

"It may be recalled that
in the said matter, ECI has
consistently and categori-
cally weighed in favour of
disclosure and transpar-
ency, a position reflected
in the proceedings of the
Hon'ble Supreme Courtand

noted in the order also," it
said. The data can be
accessed here. During a
hearing on Monday, a
Supreme Court bench led
by Chief]Justice DY Chand-
rachud had come down
heavily on the SBI for “wil-
ful disobedience of its
order” on the data being
handed over to the poll
body by March 6.

The court had ordered
the SBI to submit the data
totheElection Commission
by Tuesday, warning it of
contempt proceedings if it
failed to do so. The court
hadalsodirected the chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of the bank to file an
affidavit after the order had
been complied with.

SBI,whichisIndia'slarg-
est bank, had submitted
the data on Tuesday and
submitted the affidavit to
the courtthedayafterthat.
The affidavit stated that
22,217 electoral bonds
wereissued between April
2019 and February 15.

Himanta Sarma’s Big Solar Infra,
Green Energy Push In Assam

B HT News Network

Suspended Congress MP Preneet Kaur,
Wite Of Amarlnder Singh, Joins BJP

@

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thursday
announced planstobolster the state's solar
power infrastructure. MrSarmasaid solar
energy is a key sector in India's quest to
become a global powerhouse in green
energy."Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hasstressed on solar power. Under the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojna, the Central
government will provide subsidy to every-
one who applies for solar panels,” Chief
Minister Sarma said.

The Assam Chief Minister said that for
every 1 KW ofsolar panelinstallation, the
Central government will provide a sub-
sidy of 30,000, supplemented by an
additional 15,000 subsidy from the
Assam government, while the applicant
contributes  5,000.Scaling up, for 2 KW
and 3 KW installations, the subsidies rise
correspondingly, making solar power
accessible and affordable for citizens across
income brackets, he added. Currently,

Assam requires 2,200 MW of power to
meet household electricity needs, a chal-
lenge that solar energy initiatives aim to
address.The groundwork for Assam's solar
revolution was laid in 2017 with the for-
mulation ofasolar policy, settingambitious
targets for energy generation within a
timeframe. This policy gave birth to the
region’s first floating solar power plant in
Thanagarh village in Morigaon district,
boastingacapacity of 10.50JW.The Assam
government planstoreplicate suchinitia-
tives across multiple wetlands, capitalis-
ing on Assam's natural resources to
enhance electricity generation capacity.

B HT News Network

Chandigarh: Continuing to
strengthenitsranks weeks before
the Lok Sabha polls, the BJP has
inducted Preneet Kaur, suspend-
ed Congress MP and wife of former
Punjab chief minister Amarinder
Singh, into the party. Ms Kaur is
the MP from Patiala and is likely
to contest from the seat on a BJP
ticket this time.

After stepping down as the
chief minister in 2021, Mr Singh
had formed the Punjab Lok Con-
gressand thenmerged it withthe
BJP the following year. Ms Kaur
wassuspended fromthe Congress
in February last year for "anti-
partyactivities" that were helping
the BJP.

Joining the BJP on Thursdayin
the presence of National General

Secretaries Vmod Tawde and
Tarun Chughand the party's Pun-
jab chief Sunil Jakhar, who was
also in the Congress earlier, Ms
Kaur praised Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and his contribution
to the country's development. "I
am happy that I am joining the
BJP today. In the past 25 years, |

have workedin the Lok Sabhaand
the Assembly. The time has come
when everyone should come
togetherand take the work of PM
Modi and his policies forward,"
she said.MrTawde said the inclu-
sion of leaders like Preenet Kaur
will make the party stronger in
Pun"Preneet Kaur ji is a parlia-

mentarian who has proved her
potential by working on many
committees. When such people
come to BJP, especially in Punjab
where public opinion is being
formed against the state govern-
ment, it makes us strong. BJP is
emerginginthe mind of the com-
mon Punjabi. The development
of Punjab, as desired by PM Modi,
will become stronger with Pre-
neet Kaur ji," he was quoted as
saying by news agency ANL
When Ms Kaur was asked why
she had quit the Congress, she
said, "I don't want to go into the
past. [ had a good innings with
the Congress party and I hope I
have a better innings with the
BJP."The Patialaseat hasbeen won
by Ms Kaur four times, including
in 2019, and had also been held
by Amarinder Singh in the past.

"Rahul Gandhi Should Publicly Explain

Belarus Calls For UNSC

"Seat-Sharing On Hold For Prakash
Ambedkar’s Party”: Sharad Pawar

B HT News Network

Mumbai: NCP (Sharad-
chandra Pawar) President
Sharad Pawar on Wednes-
day said seat-sharing
among Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) constituents for the
Lok Sabha polls is stuck as
leaders are waiting for the
political outfit led by BR
Ambedkar's grandson
Prakash Ambedkar to join
the opposition bloc in
Maharashtra.Mr Pawar
maintainedalliance leaders
have suggested giving four
to five Lok Sabha seats to
the Prakash Ambedkar-led

Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
(VBA), which, he said, has
givenalistof 16 constituen-
cieswhereitclaimstohave
a good presence.He
expressed confidence
about finalising allocation
of seatsamong MVAallies,
which currently includes
the Congress, the ShivSena

(UBT)and the NCP(Sharad-
chandraPawar),inthe next
twotothree days.The MVA
ispartofthe national-level
opposition bloc INDIA.
Although the Ambedkar-
led party did not win a
single seatinthe 2019 gen-
eral elections, it garnered
a healthy 14 per cent vote
share and damaged pros-
pects of candidates of the
Congress and the then-
undivided NCP in several
constituencies, according
to political analysts.In
Nanded, former chief min-
ister of Maharashtra and
then Congress candidate
Ashok Chavan lost.

Centre To Issue Helpline To Assist
Applicants For Citizenship Under CAA

B HT News Network

New Delhi: The Ministry
of Home Affairs(MHA)said
onWednesday thathelpline
numbers will be launched
soontoassistapplicants for
Indian citizenship under
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019 (CAA-
2019). According to MHA,
the applicants will be able
to get information related

®© 00 ©

to CAA-2019by calling free
of cost."Helpline number
to assist applicants for
Indian citizenship under
CAA-2019willbelaunched
soon. Applicants will be
able to get information
related to CAA-2019 by call-
ing free of cost from any-
whereinIndia.Theservice
willbe available from 8 am
to 8 pm,” MHA posted on
X.The MHA on Monday
notified CAA Rules, 2024

removing legal barriers to
rehabilitation and citizen-
ship to such persons, and
will give a dignified life to
refugees who have suffered
for decades.

Earlier, the MHA pro-
vided a web portal on
whicheligible non-Muslim
migrants fromBangladesh,
Pakistan and Afghanistan
fleeing religious persecu-
tion can now seek Indian
citizenship.

His Opposition To C

B HT News Network

New Delhi: Union Home Minister
AmitShahhasdismissed former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi and his party's
criticism ofthe Citizenship Amendment
Act, rules of which were notified this
week.

In the interview with ANI, the Union
Minister challenged the Congress leader
to appear on a public platform and put
forth the case of his party on the issue.

"I request you to interview Rahul
Gandhi about the issue in detail and
explain his reason for opposing the CAA
tothe general public. In politics, it's your
responsibility to justify your decisions.
If the CAA is a decision by my govern-
ment, [ have to explain my party's posi-
tion, the government's decision and why
it is in favour of the nation. Similarly,
Rahul Gandhi should explain his opposi-
tion to the legislation.” Earlier Senior
Congress leader and Rajya Sabha MP
Jairam Ramesh had questioned the tim-
ing of the promulgation of the rules of
the Citizenship Amendment Act. The
Congress alleged that this was a contro-
versial law because citizenship is never
based on religion, it goes against the
Constitution.

In reply the Home Minister said that
the opposition was only indulging in
politicsofliesas the CAAhad beena part
of the BJP's manifesto for the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and was introduced in
Parliament in 2019 itself.

"All opposition partiesincluding Rahul
Gandhi, Mamata or Kejriwal are indulg-
ingin 'jhooth ki rajneeti' (politics of lies)
so the question of timing does not arise.
BJP has made it clear in its 2019 mani-
festo that it will bring CAA and provide

" Amit Shah

Indian citizenship to refugees (from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan).
BJP has a clear agenda and under that
promise, the Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill was passed in both houses of Parlia-
ment in 2019. It got delayed due to Cov-
id. BJPhad clearedits agenda well before
the party got its mandate in the polls"
the Home Minister said.

"Rules are now a formality. There is
no question of timing, political gain or
loss. Now, the Opposition wants to con-
solidate their vote bank by doing appease-
ment politics. I want to request them
thatthey have been exposed. CAAis the
law for the entire country and I have
reiterated nearly 41 times in four years
that it will become a reality," he added.
The Home Minister said that thereis "no
question of political gainas the mainaim
of the BJPis to provide rights and justice
to persecuted minorities coming from
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

"The opposition had evenraised ques-
tionsonsurgical strike and the abrogation
of Article 370 and linked it with political
gain. So should we not take stern steps
against terrorism? We have been saying
since 1950 that we will withdraw Article
370" the Home Minister said.

Reforms, Backs India For
Security Council

B HT News Network

New Delhi: Joining the chorus for reforms in the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC), Belarusian
Foreign Minister Sergei Aleinik, who is currently on a
visit to India, said Minsk would support India's call for a
permanent seat in the world body.

Addressing a media briefing in the national capital on
Wednesday, the Belarussian Foreign Minister stressed
the urgency for reformsin the UNSC, adding, "We (Belar-
us)alsodiscussed thisissue and are convinced that UNSC
reforms should be facilitated. It is a long-lasting issue
which is being discussed within the UN, taking into
account the very fragile situation in the world today."

"We also expressed ourselves during the 78th Session
of the General Assembly and in our official statement
during the 78 Session of the General Assembly, we made
itvery clear that we would support the accession of India
tothe Security Council," he added.Speaking on his meet-
ing with his Indian counterpart S Jaishankar, Aleinik said,
"We share views towards creating a more just, fair, and
multipolar world order. We also hold the same views on
the principles of international relations. So the core
principles are equality of states and, the balance of inter-
ests of each and every country.""We also touched upon
ourcooperationin the SCO,as wellas BRICS,and expressed
our appreciation for the support that India extended to
our application for full-fledged membership in the SCO,"
Belarussian FM added on his sit-down with External
Affairs Minister Jaishankar.He said India was the first
country toratify the memorandum on Belarus' accession
to the SCO, adding that he also discussed Belarus' mem-
bership of the BRICS during his talks with the EAM.

The two leaders also discussed regional and global
issues, affirming to work towards further enhancing
bilateral cooperation between India and Belarus to a
'strategic partnership' level, he added.

"We touched upon BRICS because Belarus also applied
for full-fledged membership of the grouping. We look
forward to positive consideration by the growing number
of member states of BRICS since the last summitinJohan-
nesburg," Aleinik said.
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Lok Sabha Election-2024: DC Kulgam
chairs meeting of AO s, Nodal Officers

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, MARCH 14: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam Athar AamirKhan,
whoisalso District Election Officer (DEO)
today, convened a meeting of AROs and
Nodal Officersresponsible for overseeing
the forthcoming Lok Sabha General Elec-
tions 2024, at the meeting hall of the Mini
Secretariat, here

The meeting focused on ensuring the
readiness and efficiency of all officers
involved in the electoral process.

The DC addressed critical aspects of
the upcoming elections and instructed
the Nodal Officers to remain well-
equipped for their roles and responsi-
bilities.

Discussions encompassed various
operational, logistical and administrative
matters pertinent to the smooth conduct
of the electoral process.

Nodal Officers were given a compre-
hensive briefing regarding their roles and

responsibilities in overseeing the elec-

toral process within their respective

jurisdictions.

Emphasis was laid on enhancing oper-
ational efficiency and coordinationamong
different stakeholders involved in the
electoral process, including law enforce-
mentagencies,administrative authorities
and electoral staff.

Nodal Officers were reminded of the
importance of strict adherence to elec-
toral laws, regulations and ethical stan-
dardstouphold theintegrity and fairness
of the electoral process.

Strategies for conducting voter aware-
ness campaignsand initiatives to encour-
age maximum voter participation were
discussed to ensure inclusive and demo-
cratic elections.

The DCunderscored theimportance of
their proactive engagement and commit-
ment toensuringatransparent,impartial,
and efficient electoral process.

The meeting was attended by the Addi-
tional District Development Commis-
sioner, AROs, Dy DEO and all theNodal
Officers appointed for various election

DC Budgam reviews Arrangements for holy
month of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak

B HT News Network

BUDGAM, MARCH 14:
The Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Budgam, Akshay
Labroo today convened a
meeting of officers to
review the arrangements
forthe ongoing holy month
of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak.

Stressing onthe uninter-
rupted power and water

Distt Admin intensifies Market
checking at Kupwara, Other towns

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, MARCH 14:
Onthe directions of Depu-
ty Commissioner Kupwara,
a market checking team
headed by Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (ADC)
Kupwara,Muhammad Rouf
Rehman Thursday con-
ducted anintensified mar-
ket checking in various

supply across the district,
the DC asked Executive
Engineers of PDD and PHE
tosensitize their field staff
toensure that thereis best
possible water and electric-
ity supply tothe consumers
during theRamadan espe-
cially at the Sehri and Iftar
times.

At the outset, the DC
directed the concerned for
the constitution of special
market checking squadsto
keep checkon profiteering,
hoardingand overcharging
by shopkeepers.

Emphasizing on the

sanitation and lighting of
towns and municipality
areas, the DC directed
Executive officers of
Municipal Committees to
launch special cleanliness
drives in the district with
focus on roads, lanes,
drains and regular lifting
of wastage from markets
and also installation of
lights in their respective
towns.Further, DCdirected
concerned toensure plying
of public transport during
eveningtimesaswellinall

towns for the commuters.

The meetingamongoth-
ers was attended by ADC
Budgam, MehrajDinShah;
CPOIrfanAhmad,allSDMs,
CMO, Animal & Sheep Hus-
bandry Officer, Ex. Engi-
neers of PHE & PDD, ARTO,
and other concerned. At
the outset, the DCdirected
the concerned for the con-
stitution of special market
checking squads to keep
check on profiteering,
hoardingand overcharging
by shopkeepers.

partsofthe Kupwaratown.

Thedrive was conducted
toensureall essential com-
modities are sold at Gov-
ernmentapproved ratesas
per the quality standards
with sufficient availability
of consumables.

The market checking
team comprising Tehsildar
Kupwara, officers from
Police, FCS&CA, Municipal
Council Kupwara, Legal
metrology,and Food safe-
tydepartments conducted
intensive market checking
indifferent markets of Kup-

wara town and inspected
Bus stand market, Bye-Pass
road, Hajaj market, Igbal
market, Jamia Masjid mar-
ket, Dar Galiand Old Chowk
Kupwara and other mar-
kets.

During the drive, the
market checking team
inspected business units
including Bakery, confec-
tionery, grocery, vegetable,
fruits, meat and chicken
shops. They also checked
hygienic conditionsand the
Date of Manufacture, Use-
by Date etc.

During the course of
market checking all the
traders in general, Meat,
Chicken, vegetable and fruit
sellers in particular were
warned to maintain the
quality of the products
besidesall the shopkeepers
were alsowarned toensure
no hoarding, overcharging
ismade by the shopkeepers.

OntheoccasionRs.2500
wereimposed as fine upon
erring traders and also a
good quantity of rotten
vegetables and fruits were
destroyed on the spot.

Vocational Apparel Program
Free uniforms provided to Students at GHSS Kohag- Kathua

B HT News Network

KATHUA,MARCH 14:In
a significant initiative to
supportvocational educa-
tion, free uniforms were
provided to students
enrolled in the Apparel,
Madeups, and Home Fur-
nishing program at Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary
School (HSS) Kohag today.

The School Principal
Mohinder Guptagave away
the Uniformstotheeligible
students in presence of
their counterparts, staff
and parents.

Principal Guptaempha-
sized the importance of
vocational education in

empowering students with
practical skills and prepar-
ing them for future
employment or higher
education.

Free uniforms will pro-
vide much-needed support
to underprivileged stu-
dentsand encourage them
to pursue their vocational

aspirations he added.

Specialist Mentor teach-
er hailed the government's
support to make voca-
tional educationaccessible
and attractive to all stu-
dents

The distribution of free
uniforms to vocational
students is a significant

step towards promoting
skill development and
reducing disparities in
educational opportunities.
By providing practical sup-
port to students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds,
thisinitiative aims to foster
their growthand empow-
er them to contribute
meaningfully to the work-
force.The event also high-
lighted the government's
commitment to strength-
eningvocational education
andtraining(VET)inIndia.
VET plays a crucial role in
equipping students with
industry-relevant skills,
enhancing their employ-
ability,and contributing to

economic development.

Police organises awareness
programme in Kulgam
regarding the newly amended

criminal laws

B Farooq Rather

Kulgam March 14: Police in Kulgam on the directions
of SSPKulgam ShriSahil Sarangal-IPS organized an aware-
ness programme regarding the newly amended Criminal
Laws at Government Degree College DH Pora.The aware-
ness programme was attended by students & general
public who were made aware regarding the three new
Criminal Law Acts viz Bharatiya Nayaya Sanhita, Bharati-
yaNagrik Surksha Sanhita, Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam.
SDPO DH Pora Shri Daljeet Singh along with SHO Police
Station DH Pora and SHO Police Station Manzgam vividly
evaluated the laws and gave a comprehensive lecture of
the old laws and new laws. The highlight of the programme
was that the participants were involved in interactive
discussions enhancing the practical knowledge of the law.
General public and students lauded the efforts of Kulgam
Police for organising such informative awareness program-
mesSimilarly in Budgam, following aninformation regard-
ing illicit timber in Forest area of Village Hamchipora.

Community Mobilization Programme held at GMS Jasrota to promote enrollment

B HT News Network

KATHUA, MARCH 14: To strengthen
community involvement and promote
enrollmentingovernment schools,a Com-
munity Mobilization Programme was
organized today at Government Middle
School (GMS) Jasrota.

Gurnam Singh, Headmaster of GMS
Jasrota, emphasized the importance of
enrolling studentsin government schools
to get quality education. Khajuria urged
villagers to take advantage of the free
uniforms, books, mid-day meals, scholar-
ships, and highly qualified staff provided
by government schools.

Sarpanch Sudershan Khajuria said that
the government is committed to provide
accessible and quality education to all.
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“Government schools offer an ideal plat-
form for our children to excel academi-
callyand become responsible citizens," he

added
The guest speakers stressed the sig-
nificance of community involvement in

ensuring the success of government
schools. They urged parents to actively
engage with the school authorities and
provide supporttotheir children's educa-
tion.

Adocumentary showcasing the facilities
and achievements of GMS Jasrota was
released at the programme to further
promote the institution and its commit-
ment to student development.

The Community Mobilization Pro-
gramme at GMS Jasrota is a testament to
the government's efforts to strengthen
the education system and provide equal
opportunities forall students. By engaging
with local communities and highlighting
the benefits of government schooling, this
programme aims to increase enrollment
and promote the overall development of
the younger generation.

Distt Admin B'pora rebuts news
item ‘Locals outraged as Con-
tractor blocks Key Pedestrian
Road in Bandipora’

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, MARCH 14: The District Administra-
tion Bandipora has issued clarification regarding a
newsitemtitled “Locals outraged as Contractor blocks
Key Pedestrian Road in Bandipora” published inalocal
newspaper on 13th March, 2024.

Inastatementissued here, the District Administra-
tion Bandipora has clarified that the pedestrian road
mentioned in the news item has been temporarily
closed inview of ongoing construction work of Multi-
Storied car parking and in the interest of safety and
well-being of the pedestrians and general public at
large, asthe executing agency has reported apprehen-
sion of any untoward accident due to the ongoing
construction activities involving heavy construction
material.

Moreover, Municipal Council, Bandipora has report-
ed that no municipal asset/space is used, as such; no
user charges can be levied.

Itis further clarified that there are multiple adjacent
pedestrian/ motorable link roads connecting the DC
office road with the main market Bandipora, read the
statement.

In this backdrop, District Administration, Bandip-
ora has sought kind cooperation from the general
public and requested to use other alternative pedes-
trian/ motorable roads until the time advisory from
the executing agency is reviewed.

Police organises awareness
programme in Awantipora
regarding newly amended
criminal laws

B HT News Network

AwantiporaMarch 14: Police in Awantiporaorgan-
ised awareness programme regarding the newly
amended Criminal Laws at Govt. Polytechnic College
Awantipora.

The awareness programme was attended by stu-
dents, respectables of Awantipora area & faculty
members of the said college who were made aware
regarding the newly three Criminal Laws viz Bharati-
yaNaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagrik Surksha, Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam.

SDPO Awantipora Shri Mumtaz Ali (SP), DySP DAR
AwantiporaShriMir Gafoor & SHO PS Awantipora Shri
Zahoor Ahmad vividly evaluate the laws and gave a
comprehensive lecture of the old laws and new laws.
The highlight of the programme was that the par-
ticipants were involved in interactive discussions
enhancing the practical knowledge of the law.

General public and students lauded the efforts of
Awantipora Police for organizing such informative
awareness programmes. March 14: Police in Awanti-
poraorganised awareness programme regarding the
newly amended Criminal Laws at Govt. Polytechnic
College Awantipora.

The awareness programme was attended by stu-
dents, respectables of Awantipora area & faculty
members of the said college who were made aware
regarding the newly three Criminal Laws viz Bharati-
yaNaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagrik Surksha, Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam.

SDPO Awantipora Shri Mumtaz Ali (SP), DySP DAR
AwantiporaShriMir Gafoor & SHO PS Awantipora Shri
Zahoor Ahmad vividly evaluate the laws and gave a
comprehensive lecture of the old laws and new laws.
The highlight of the programme was that the par-
ticipants were involved in interactive discussions
enhancing the practical knowledge of the law.

General public and students lauded the efforts of
Awantipora Police for organizing such informative
awareness programimes.

Police observes Thana
Diwas in Ganderbal

B HT News Network

Ganderbal March 14: Continuing unwavering efforts
to bridge the gap between police & public, police in
Ganderbal observed Thana Diwas at PS Ganderbal, PS
Kangan &PSKheerbawaniThe meetings were chaired
by SSP Ganderbal Shri Sandeep Gupta-IPS at PS Gan-
derbal & PS Kangan accompanied by DySP Hqr's
Ganderbal Shri Gh Hassan-JKPS and SDPO Kangan
ShriMuzaffarJan-JKPS. Moreover at PS Kheerbawani,
the event was chaired by Addl. SP Ganderbal Shri Malik
Aijaz-JKPS. Besides, other senior Police officers were
also present on the said occasion.During the events,
SSP Ganderbal listened to various grievances of pub-
licand he assured them that their genuine grievances
pertaining to Police will be resolved on priority & that
of Civil Administration will be taken up with the
concerned departments for their early redressal. While
speaking on the occasion, the chairing officers stated
that policing at the grassroot level in the district would
be revamped to enhance proficiencies of the cops and
todevelop confidence among the people. Furthermore,
the Chairing officers said that Thana Diwasis aninitia-
tive to bridge the gap between Police and Public, to
hear & redress the grievances of common masses &
furtheradded that Community policing is mandatory
to boost public confidence which would help in fight-
ing against crime and social evils.Referring to the
criminal activities in the area, it was stressed upon
the officers to brace up withamissionary spirit to fight
against drug abuse and eradicate other social evils
from the society and to take pledge to serve the soci-
ety with missionary spirit and maintain the dignity
of force.
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DDC Ganderbal chairs DCC & DLRC meeting

111% annual credit plan dlsbursement achieved for 3rd quarter

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, MARCH 14: The Dis-
trict Development Commissioner
(DDC) Ganderbal, Shyambir today
chaired District Level Review Com-
mittee (DLRC)and District Consulta-
tive Committee (DCC) of the district
for taking review of the performance
related to3rd quarter ending Decem-
ber 2023 of FY 2023-24.

Lead District Manager Ganderbal,
Shabir A. Darinformed that the banks
operating in the district have dis-
bursed anamount of Rs 554.83 Crore
in priority sector against the annual
target of Rs 654.44 crore @ 85%

achievementand Rs420.93 Croresin
non-priority sector against the annu-
al target of Rs 224.62 Crore @ 187%
achievement.

It was informed that a total credit
disbursement of Rs 975.76 crore has
been made against the yearly target
of Rs 879.06 crore registering an
achievement of 111% of the annual
credit plan for 3rd quarter ending
December 2023 of FY 2023-24.

Lead District Manager informed
that J&K Bank alone has disbursed
Rs.512.20 crore under priority sector
and Rs 326.62 crore under Non prior-
ity sector showing an achievement
of 86% contribution towards total
credit dispensation in the district.

The DDC emphasized the need for
improving the credit flowin Agricul-
ture and allied sectors under the
HADP plan.

District Credit Plan for FY 2024-25
envisaging a Credit outlay of Rs.
766.29 Crore under Priority Sector
was also approved in the meeting.
The performance with respect to
social security schemes under Jans-
uraksha was also discussed and the
chairemphasized the need for roping
in the people under social security
schemes with joint coordination of
all concerned agencies.

Besidesreviewing the performance
of Banks and Govt. departments
under various Schemes including

SANKALP,KCC,PMEGP,PM Kisan, the
DDC directed the line agencies to
sponsor quality cases and the Banks
for speedy disposal of Govt. Spon-
sored cases.

The meeting wasattended by Addi-
tional District Development Com-
missioner, Mushtag Ahmad Simnani;
AGM , RBI, Anoop Sharma; DDM,
NABARD, Junaid Ahmad and District
Coordinators of all the Banks, Govt.
departments and other development
agencies. District Credit Plan for FY
2024-25 envisaging a Credit outlay
of Rs. 766.29 Crore under Priority
Sector wasalsoapproved in the meet-
ing. The performance with respect
to social security schemes.

DDC Bandipora reviews
progress under District
CAPEX 2023-24

H DR.AB QAYOOM

BANDIPORA, MARCH 14: The District Development
Commissioner, (DDC) Bandipora, Shakeel ul Rehman on
Thursday chaired a meeting of officers to review the
progress of works under District Capex 2023-24 and to
discuss strategy for upcoming Capex 2024-25.

During the meeting, acomprehensive department-wise
evaluation was conducted to check the status of all proj-
ects under the district Capex budget.

The DDCwas informed that under the regular compo-
nent of District Capex, 16 schemes have been included
with the approved allocation of Rs.6247.28 lacsand under
CSS component 11 schemes have beenincluded with the
total approved allocation of Rs. 54248.86 lacs.

Itwasrevealed in the meeting that under District Capex
Budget 2023-24, an expenditure of 74.99 percent has
beenmade out of total available funds,and 60.36 percent
expenditure has been made against outlay.

The meeting was informed that 88.91 percent expen-
diture has been made in minor irrigation works, 80.21
percent in R&B, 80.08 in PHE, 83.07 percent in Aspira-
tional Block Development Scheme and 90.20 percent
expenditure has been made in NFB.

The DDC stressed the concerned officers of various
departments to monitor all works related to their depart-
ments.

He urged officers to provide regular updates and
promptly address any issues to prevent delays and
directed the concerned to complete all ongoing works
within stipulated time.

Regarding the Capex 2024-25, the DDC stressed the
concerned to ensure comprehensive planning by focus-
ing on major works.

He directed the officers to ensure that thereisnoissue
regarding the availability of land, title of land, or any
other issue before formulating the DPRs and estimates.

The DDC also emphasized giving due consideration to
demands projected by PRIs and general public besides
inputsbased on public Darbar and Viksit Bharat Campaign.

The meeting was attended by ADDC Mohd Ashraf, SE
R&B, ACD, CPO, District Officers of Various Departments,
BDOs and other concerned.

DEO Shopian chairs Nodal Officers meeting

Seeks fool proof plan execution for conducting LS Elections smoothly

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, MARCH 14: The Depu-
ty Commissioner (DC) Shopian, who
isalso District Election Officer (DEQ)
today, chaired a meeting of Nodal
Officers responsible for overseeing
the forthcoming Lok Sabha General
Elections 2024, here at Mini Secre-
tariat Shopian.

The meeting focused on ensuring
the readiness of all the officers
involved in the electoral process in
the district.

Speaking on the occasion, DC
instructed the Nodal Officers to
remain well-equipped with election
processes,acquire domainknowledge
and know their roles and responsi-
bilities so that execution is done
effectively for the smooth conduct of
elections.

Discussions encompassed various
operational, logistical and adminis-
trative matters for the smooth con-
duct of the electoral process.

Nodal Officers were given a com-
prehensive briefing regarding their

roles and responsibilities in oversee-
ing the electoral process within their
respective jurisdictions.

DC laid emphasis on enhancing
operational efficiency and coordina-
tion among different stakeholders
involved in the electoral process,
including law enforcement agencies,
administrative authorities and elec-
toral staff.Nodal Officers were
reminded of the importance of strict
adherence to electoral laws, regula-
tions and ethical standards to uphold
theintegrity and fairness of the elec-
toral process.

Strategies for conducting voter

awareness campaigns, EVM training,
Assured Minimum Facilities includ-
ing Ramp Facilities, Postal Ballot and
initiatives to encourage maximum
voter participation were discussed
to ensure inclusive and democratic
elections.

The meeting was attended by SSP,
Shopian, Tanushree; Additional Dis-
trict Development Commissioner,
Dr.Nasir Ahmed Lone; Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Dr.Zakir Hus-
sain Faaz; ACR, SDM, ACD, Dy. DEO,
ACP, ASP, and all the Nodal Officers
appointed for various election assign-
ments in the district.

Lok Sabha Elections-2024:
DC Bandlpora remews poll preparedness

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR,MARCH 13:
BANDIPORA, MARCH 14:
The Deputy Commissioner
(DC)Bandipora, Shakeel Ul
Rehman, who is also Dis-
trict Election Officer,
reviewed the poll pre-
paredness for upcoming
General Elections to Lok
Sabha 2024 in a meeting

Nodal Officers and other
concerned. The DEO
reviewed various prepara-
tions made by election
nodal officers regarding
upcoming lok sabha elec-
tions.

Hereviewed status from
the concerned officers
regarding, ERONET, Suvid-
ha app, cVIGIL, vulnerabil-
ity mapping, election train-
ing and other matters.

held at Mini Secretariat,
Bandipora.

The DEO reviewed var-
ious preparations made by
election nodal officers
regarding upcoming lok
sabha elections.

Hereviewed statusfrom
the concerned officers
regarding, ERONET, Suvid-
haapp, cVIGIL, vulnerabil-

1ty mappmg, electiontrain-
ing and other matters.
The concerned officials
of NIC informed the DEO
that Punching of employees
data is complete and data
isready forrandomization.
The DEO asked the offi-
cers concerned toactupon
election related matters
without delay and stressed

on intensifying SVEEP
activities to attract voters.

The meeting was
attended by ADDCM Ashraf
Bhat; Nodal Officer MCC/
ADC, Umar Shafi Pandit;
Dy.DEO Mohammad, Rafe-
eq Bhat; ERO/ACR Shabir
Ahmad Wani, ACD Peer
Mumtaz Ahmad, CPO
Mohd Maqgbool, Election

The concerned officials
of NIC informed the DEO
that Punching of employees
data is complete and data
isready forrandomization.

The DEO asked the offi-
cers concerned toactupon
election related matters
without delay and stressed
on intensifying SVEEP
activities to attract voters.

DC Budgam dedicates newly constructed
primary School to students at Rakh Arath Bemina

Says Distt Admin committed to complete pending infrastructure projects in time

B HT News Network

BUDGAM, MARCH 14: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Budgam, Akshay Labroo
today dedicated the Primary School Build-
ing to locals at Rakh Arth Bemina.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC said
that under the directions of Hon’ble LG
Administration, the District Administra-
tion Budgam is committed to complete
all pending infrastructure projectsin the
district.

He said that this school building is the
7th such infrastructure building com-
pleted in the last six months. He said
other completed projectsincluding PHCs,
Health & Wellness Centres completed and

®© 00 ©

dedicated to the general publicin the last
six months. He complimented the con-
cerned executing agency and team of
officers who were looking after the proj-
ect, forcompleting the long pending school

building in a short span of time and ded-
icating it to the local students at Rakhi
Arth Bemina.The DC instructed the CEO
to ensure shifting of the school from a
rented building to new school building at

the earliest and ensure smooth function-
ing ofthe school with all basicand assured
facilities in place for students at the new
building.The DCfurther said that the focus
is also on to modernize and equip the
infrastructure buildings with latest gad-
gets and machinery in the district.

He said that during the last visit last
month concerned were given clear direc-
tions to ensure completion of all pending
worksincluding sanitary works forwash-
room facility very shortly without fail.

DC said that the school shall normally

function from this session to ensure
smooth imparting of education to local
students of Rakh Arath.During the visit,
the DCalso metvarious publicdeputations
who raised their demands with the DC.

Lok Sabha Elections-2024:
DC Bandipora visits Sumbal,
takes stock of poll prepared-
ness

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, MARCH 14: In view of upcoming lok
sabha elections 2024, the Deputy Commissioner Ban-
dipora Shakeel Ul Rehman visited Sumbal sub division
to take stock of poll preparedness.

During the visit, the DCtook spotinspection of various
locations.The DC visited yatra transit camp and other
adjacent locations to check accommodation facilities
available there.He asked the SDM and other concerned
tomakeallfacilities available related to the election well
in advance.He also directed the concerned to assure
minimum basic facilities in all the polling stations.

He was accompanied by SDM Sumbal and other con-
cerned officers.

DC Kupwara chairs

DGRC meeting, reviews
grievances, implementa-
tion of AB- PMJAY

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, MARCH 14: The Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan today chaired a meeting
of the District Grievances Redressal Committee (DGRC)
to review the status of grievances and implementation
of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY).

The committee members were apprised of their roles
and responsibilities in ensuring the swift resolution of
grievancesrelated to the AB-PMJAY during the meeting.

The DCemphasized the significance of efficiency and
directed the members to actively monitor the griev-
ances database, ensuring that all issues are addressed
within the prescribed timeline.

She directed the concerned to concentrate on anti-
fraud under PMJAY so that the fraud levels are minimized
and also minimize the rejection of cases.

The meeting was attended by CMO Kupwara, Dr.
Ramzan, Medical Superintendents; DH Handwara, SDH
Kupwara, and other concerned officials.

Distt Admin B'la organises
Voters Awareness pro-
gram under SVEEP at
Ladu-Ladoora

B HT News Network

BARAMULLA, MARCH 14: Withanaimtoraise aware-
ness about various voting-related activities as part of
SVEEP (Systematic Voter Education Electoral Participa-
tion) initiative, the District Administration Baramulla
today organised Voters Awareness program under SVEEP
atLadoo,Ladoora,Rafiabad.The event was presided over
by the Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Sopore,
Shabir Ahmad Raina and was attended by the Nodal
Officer SVEEP, Baramulla, Balbir Singh Raina, AEROs,
BLOs, principals and teachers of schools of the constitu-
ency, local residents and students from various schools
and officials from various other departments.The event
featured arange of engaging sporting activities, includ-
ing snow cricket, snow art, skits and more, which
attracted enthusiastic youth and students who whole-
heartedly participated and set the stage for a grandeur
celebration of the democratic process.Speaking during
the event,the ADCunderscored that the goal of organiz-
ing these events is to promote electoral literacy and
spread awareness of the election process, thereby
empoweringthe electorates especially first-time voters
to actively participate in the upcoming Lok Sabha 2024
elections.ADC further emphasized the importance of
every eligible voterin our democratic systemand urged
everyone present, especially new voters, to participate
wholeheartedly in the General Elections and elect their
representatives who can understand and address their
aspirations.The eventalso saw active participation from
Booth Level Officers (BLOs), who diligently educated
attendees about the electoral process,emphasizing their
right to vote and the vital role they play as integral
members of our thriving democracy.
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DDC Reasi reviews implementation of Pradhan
Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna (PMAAGY)

B HT News Network

REASI, MARCH 14: District
Development Commissioner Rea-
si Vishesh Mahajan reviewed the
implementation of the Pradhan
Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna
(PMAAGY) at meeting held here
today.

The scheme, introduced by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, aims to
transform villages with a signifi-
cant tribal population into model
villages (Adarsh Gram) through
integrated socio-economic devel-
opment and a convergence
approach.

Under the revamped scheme,
known as the Pradhan Mantri Adi
Adarsh Gram Yojna(PMAAGY), the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs intends
toimplement a transformative plan
2024-25.The primary objective of
thisinitiativeis toachieve the holis-
tic development of selected vil-
lages by addressing their specific
needs, potential, and aspirations.

During the meeting, extensive
discussions were held on the prog-
ress of works under the PMAAGY
scheme and other initiatives for

T
{ o !
L
| 5
1
i

o

the tribal community.

Key issues addressed included
the construction and repair of
school buildings, provision of elec-
tricity in tribal areas, road repairs,
newroad constructions, repair and
modify electric polls, the installa-
tion of desktops in schools

The DDC Mahajan emphasized
the importance of developing
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)for
theseinitiatives and urged the offi-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS &
DEATHS BLOCK WAGOORA

Subject: Issuance of Registration Ordersin

cers to utilize funds effectively,
ensuring maximum benefit to the
tribal communities.The DDCMaha-
jandirected concerned officers to
revisit there areas forvarious devel-
opmental works marks asignificant
step towards the betterment ofthe
tribal communities in the region.

ADDC Sukhdev Singh Samyal,
PO Poshan Mohd Anwar Banday,
SE PWD Romesh Kumar, CPO
Narinder Kumar, ACD Pardeep

Kumar, CEO, DFO and other con-
cerned district officers were pres-
ent. Under the revamped scheme,
known as the Pradhan Mantri Adi
Adarsh Gram Yojna(PMAAGY), the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs intends
toimplementa transformative plan
2024-25.The primary objective of
thisinitiativeis toachieve the holis-
tic development of selected vil-
lages by addressing their specific
needs, potential, and aspirations.

During the meeting, extensive
discussions were held on the prog-
ress of works under the PMAAGY
scheme and other initiatives for
the tribal community.

Key issues addressed included
the construction and repair of
school buildings, provision of elec-
tricity in tribal areas, road repairs,
new road constructions, repairand
modify electric polls, the installa-
tion of desktops in schools

The DDC Mahajan emphasized
the importance of developing
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for
theseinitiatives and urged the offi-
cers to utilize funds effectively,
ensuring maximum benefit to the
tribal communities.
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respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This office is in receipt of representation from MEENA BE-
GUM W/0 GHULAM MOHI UD DIN BHAT R/0, WAGOORA
Tehsil wagoora District Baramulla for issuance of Birth Cer-
tificate in favour of my son namely KAISER AHMAD BHAT
S/0 GHULAM MOHIUD DIN BHAT R/0 WAGOORA D.O.B
as per documents is 22 /03/2009 & event shown to be occurred
athome In this connection if anyone have any objection in the
registration of birth certificate shall present his/her claim to
this office or Tehsildar Kreeri/Wagoora /BDO office Wagoora
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained

REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT WAGOORA)

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Mohammad Yaqoob Wagay, F/O Sheezma Yaqoob,
studying in R.P School Lawaypora, Srinagar, intend to
correct my daughter's particulars in school record from:
Sheezma Yagoob D/O: Mohammad Yagoob Wagay to
Shiffa Sheereen D/o Mohammad Yagoob Wagay.

Objections if any, may contactR.P School Lawaypora,
Srinagar within a period of seven days. After That No
objection will be entertained therafter.

MOHAMMAD YAQOOB WAGAY
F/O SHIFFA SHEEREEN

B HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, MARCH
14: Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur SaloniRaitoday
chaired a meeting in the
Mini Conference Hall DC
Office Complex Udhampur
to assess the physical and
financial progressachieved
under the District Capex
Budget2023-24,along with
the progress of Village
Development plans, ABDP,
APDP, and SOS initiatives
beingimplemented across
various departmentsinthe
district.

Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner Ghan Sham Singh,
PO Poshan Subash Dogra,
Assistant Commissioner
Development Dr. Ranjeet
Singh Kotwal, Chief Plan-
ning Officer Mohd Igbal,
and other departmental
officersattended the meet-
ing.
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After a comprehensive
sector-wisereview, the DC
urged officers to ensure
100% expenditure within
the set timeline by expedit-
ing the pace of ongoing
projectsslated for comple-
tion within the current
fiscal year. Emphasizing
clos coordination among
departments, the DC
underscored the impor-
tance ofachieving develop-
ment objectives collec-

tively.

During the meeting,
officers provided updates
on the physical and finan-
cial status ofongoing devel-
opmental endeavors. The
DCstressed the urgency of
completing pending tasks
swiftly, emphasizing the
necessity of attaining 100%
expenditure targets.

Officers were directed
to accelerate expenditure
bookings and ramp up the

PM-Vishwakarma; GPC Ramban concludes
training of Beauty & Wellness Training Batch

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, MARCH 14:
Government Polytechnic,
Chanderkote, Ramban,
successfully concluded the
training program of 2nd
batch of the PM-Vishwa-
karma Scheme and 1st
batch of Assistant Barber
Training Batch.

This revolutionary ini-
tiative,aimed atempower-
ing skilled artisans and
fostering self-reliance in
the apparel trade, under
the guidance of Deputy
Commissioner, Baseer-Ul-
Haq Chaudhary.

Under the patronage of
the Skill Development
Department, the training
programme was conduct-
edatthe PM Vishwakarma
Centre, Govt. Polytechnic,
Chanderkote. This initia-
tive aimed to nurture
entrepreneurship among
candidates hailing from
various partsofthedistrict,
thereby contributingtothe
overall development of
Ramban.

DC reviews physical, financial progress under
Capex Budget 2023- 24 in Dlstrlct Udhampur

tempo of developmental
undertakings.

Optimizing full fund
utilization, officers were
urged to mobilize resourc-
es efficiently, ensuring
timely project execution.
Additionally, officers were
instructed to promptly
record maximum expen-
diture forongoing projects.
Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner
Ghan Sham Singh, PO
Poshan Subash Dogra,
Assistant Commissioner
Development Dr. Ranjeet
Singh Kotwal, Chief Plan-
ning Officer Mohd Igbal,
and other departmental
officers attended the meet-
ing.After acomprehensive
sector-wise review, the DC
urged officers to ensure
100% expenditure within
the settimeline by expedit-
ing the pace of ongoing
projects slated for comple-
tion within the current
fiscal year.

The assessecl batch com-
prised 17 enthusiasticmale
and female candidates,
demonstrating a diverse
range of talents and skills.

Principal of Government
Polytechnic Ramban, Er.
Vivek Mahajan, encour-
aged the candidates and
provided insightful guid-
ance on the scheme.

During the assessment,
candidates underwent
boththeoretical and prac-
tical evaluations, showcas-
ing their proficiency and
expertise in the field. The
assessments were con-

LAUNCHES ':j
B

ducted under the meticu-
lous supervision of the
institution's Principal and
HOD (E&C), Er. Pawan
Kumar, who also serves as
the SPOC for the Vishwa-
karmaScheme. During the
assessment, candidates
underwentboth theoreti-
cal and practical evalua-
tions, showcasing their
proficiency and expertise
in the field. The assess-
ments were conducted
under the meticulous
supervision of the institu-
tion's Principal and HOD
(E&C), Er. Pawan Kumar.

DDC Reasi inspects facilities at
polling stations in Katra ahead
of Lok Sabha Elections

B HT News Network

REASI, MARCH 14: District Development Commis-
sioner Reasi, Vishesh Mahajan, conducted acomprehen-
sive inspection visit to Katra, focusing on the functional-
ity of police check posts and provision of Basic Minimum
Facilities in Polling Stations.Additionally, DDC Mahajan
visited the National Mineral Development Corporation
(NMDC) building and inspected four polling stations
housed inthe Tourist Reception Centre (TRC), emphasiz-
ing the need for essential facilities to facilitate the elec-
toral process.During the visit, DDC Mahajan meticu-
lously examined the operational status of all police check
posts within the district, ensuring their efficiency and
effectiveness in maintaining law and order during elec-
tions.DDC Vishesh Mahajan directed the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Katra Piyush Dhotra to expedite the provision
of necessary facilities at the NMDC and TRC building. He
emphasized the urgency of completing these enhance-
ments within a short timeframe to ensure the smooth

conduct of electoral activities.
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Rural Water Supply Training Program concludes at Samba

B HT News Network

SAMBA, MARCH 14: the
4-day residential training
programaimed atenhanc-
ing the skills of Level-3
functionaries of Samba
districtregarding the oper-
ation and maintenance of
Rural Water Supply
Schemes.The program con-
cluded with insightful
remarks from Abhishek
Sharma, District Develop-
ment Commissioner Sam-
ba, who chairs the District
Jal Jeevan Mission.The
training, graced by the

presence of esteemed dig-
nitariesincluding Ashwani
Khajuria, Special Secretary,
Jal Shakti Department,
BodhRajBhagat SE Hydrau-
lic Circle Jammu, Manesh
K Bhat Consultant, JJM,
(Retd. Chief Engineer) and
other officials from the Jal
Shakti Department,
focused on various crucial
aspects of maintaining
ruralwater supply schemes.

A key highlight of the
program was the emphasis
on shifting from an 'engi-
neering-led approach’toa
‘community-led, commu-
nity-owned, and commu-

nity-driven approach'’ for
sustainable operation and
maintenance. Participants,
comprising members from
PaaniSamitis atthe village

level, Anganwari workers,
ex-Panch/sarpanch, VLW/
Pytsecretaries, prominent
citizens, and officials from
the]Jal Shakti(PHE) Depart-

ment, gained valuable
insights into the O&M
Policy for rural water sup-
ply schemes.

Furthermore, the pro-
gram culminated with the
recognition and award
presentation to the best-
performing staff of the Jal
Shakti (PHE) Department
and participants who
exhibited exceptional per-
formance during the train-
ing sessions.

This training program
signifies our collective
commitment to ensuring
the efficient and sustain-
able management of rural

water resources, ultimate-
ly contributing to the well-
being and development
ofcommunities in the
Samba region. A key high-
light of the program was
the emphasis on shifting
from an 'engineering-led
approach’toa'community-
led, community-owned,
and community-driven
approach'’ for sustainable
operation and mainte-
nance. Participants, com-
prising members from
Paani Samitis atthe village
level, Anganwari workers,
ex-Panch/sarpanch, VLW/
Pyt secretaries.

Enforcement of Tobacco Control Measures

reviewed In Jammu District

B HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 14: Additional Deputy
Commissioner Ansuya Jamwal today chaired
the District Level Coordination Committee
meeting on National Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme implementation in the district. Key
stakeholders participated in the discussion,
shedding light on critical aspects of tobacco

control.

Dr.Mridula Singh delivered a detailed pre-
sentation outlining the objectives of the pro-
gramme, with a focus on raising awareness
about tobacco's harmful effectsand ensuring
compliance with relevant legislation such as
the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products
Act (COTPA). Highlighting the menace of

passive smoking poses a significant threat to
public health.
The meeting underscored the importance
of enforcing COTPA provisions, including the
prohibition of smokingin public places, display
of designated "No Smoking" signage, and
restrictions on tobacco sales near educa-
tional institutions. Surrogate advertising
emerged as a challenge, prompting a call for
vigilant monitoring and enforcement.
Additional Deputy Commissioner Ansuya
Jamwal stressed the need forinterdepartmen-
tal coordination to effectively implement
tobacco control measures. She emphasised
the role of various stakeholders, including
government departments, educational insti-
tutions, and civil society, in fostering aware-
ness and compliance.

second-hand smoke, it was emphasised that

Handwara,Mar,14:In a significant
development in the fight against cor-
ruption, the Anti Corruption Bureau
(ACB) has arrested Arshid Hussan
Marazi, a Junior Engineer (JE) from
the Rural Development Department
Block Qaziabad in Handwara. Marazi
wasapprehended foracceptingabribe
amounting to Rs 5,000.The arrest
follows a complaint received by the
ACB, alleging Marazi's solicitation of
abribe to expedite the preparation of
bills related to work executed under
MGNREGA. The complainant report-
ed instances of undue delays in bill
processing, attributing themtoMara-
zi's demand for illicit payments.In
response to the complaint, the ACB
swiftly launched an investigation
under the provisions of the Prevention
of Corruption Act 1988. Subsequent-

ACB Apprehends Junior Engineer for Bribery
m DRABQAYOOM

ly, atrap operation was orchestrated,

leading to Marazi's apprehension.

During the operation, Marazi was
caughtred-handed while demanding
and accepting the bribe of Rs 5,000
from the complainant. Following his
apprehension, Marazi was takeninto
custody by the ACB team. The bribe
money was recovered from his pos-
sessionin the presence ofindependent
witnesses, bolstering the case against
him.Thisarrestunderscores the ACB's
unwavering commitment to rooting
out corruption from public offices and
holdingaccountable those who engage
in malfeasance. It serves as a stern
warning to individuals who seek to
abuse their positions for personal gain.
The ACB urges citizens to continue
reporting instances of corruption,
reaffirming its resolve to maintain
transparency and integrity in public
service.(HT)
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~ Pant leads star-studded list of IPL returnees

RishabhPant

In December 2022, when Pant suffered
severe injuries in a horrific car accident,
there were doubts aboutwhetherhe would
be able to play cricket again. Fourteen
months later, his return as captain of Del-
hi Capitalsis cause for celebration,and not
just for Capitals. But we'll have to see how
Pant copes with the demands of batting,
captaincy, and possibly wicketkeeping, in
arigorousIPLseasonaftersuchalongtime
out of the game. He's had three knee liga-
mentconstructions, skingrafts on hisback
and thighs, several stitches, therapy, and
months of rehabilitation at the National
Cricket Academy in Bengaluruto get here.

Pant’s return will add firepower to the
Capitals batting line-up, especially in the
middle and death overs, phases in which
they were the slowest scorers last season,
when they finished second from bottom.
And if he has a promising IPL, a place in
India's T20 World Cup squad is not out of
the question either.

JaspritBumrah

Having missed IPL 2023 because of a
back stress injury, Bumrah heads into the

new seasonin peakbowling form: he took
19wicketsin four Tests against England at
anaverage of 16.89.He hasn't played aT20
sinceIndia's tourofIreland in August 2023,
though, and his last white-ball game was
the ODI World Cup final on November 19.
Bumrah was given a break for the fourth
Test of the series against England to man-
age hisworkload, which could need mon-
itoring while at Mumbai Indians too, with
Indiagoingstraightinto the T20 World Cup
a week after the IPL final.

Shreyaslyer

Iyer had to skip the last IPL with a back
injury and has had surgery since, and he
goes into this season as captain of Kolkata
KnightRidersonthebackofarocky couple
of months.

He had a stellar ODI World Cup in Octo-
ber and November, but not long after, lyer
lost his spotinIndia’s T20I and Test teams,
andthen his BCCl central contractafternot
playing in the Ranji Trophy despite not
being on international duty. Reports of
more backtrouble surfaced buthe eventu-
ally bounced back with a fluent 95 for
Mumbai in the Ranji final.

Iyer needs a strong IPL season to re-

establish himself.

PatCummins

Cumminsopted out of IPL2023, sacrific-
inghisINR 7.25 crore (US$874,000 approx.)
paycheque with KKRinthe process,sothat
he could focus on international cricket in
abusyyear.He ended up leading Australia
to the World Test Championship title,
retained the Ashes in England, and then
won the ODI World Cup in India.

His stocks skyrocketed and, after being
released by KKR, Cummins became the
first player to be sold at an IPL auction for
more than INR 20 crore. Sunrisers Hyder-
abad have since made him their captain
for the 2024 season, too.

Cummins, however, has not had great
success in the IPL over the years.

In his mostrecent season, 2022, he took
sevenwicketsinfive matches for KKRwith
an economy rate of 10.69. He has never
captained a team - country;, state or fran-
chise - in T20 cricket before and faces the
challenge of uniting a diverse dressing
room and reviving Sunrisers' fortunes.
Under different captains - David Warner,
KaneWilliamsonand AidenMarkram-SRH
finished last in 2021, eighth in 2022, and

last again in 2023.

Mitchell Starc

Aftermissingthelasteightseasons, Starc
returns to the IPL as its most expensive
player ever: he was bought by KKR for INR
24.75 crore (US$2.98 million approxi-
mately)after fierce bidding from Mumbai
Indians, Capitals and Gujarat Titans.

But Starc comes into the IPL without a
lotofrecentwhite-ball experience. Hislast
ODI was the 2023 World Cup final in
November, and before he played twoT20Is
against New Zealand this February, his
previous T20Is were during the 2022 T20
World Cup. Starc has played only two IPL
seasons previously, for Royal Challengers
Bangalore in 2014 and 2015, and while he
had entered the auction in 2018 - he was
bought by KKR then too - he withdrew
ahead of the season. While Starc'sinterna-
tional pedigree is what got him the record
bid, he now has to deliver. He will begin the
season against Cummins when KKR play
Sunrisers at Eden Gardens on March 23.

Kane Williamson

Williamson's first season for Titans
lasted barely an hour on the field. In the
2023 seasonopeneragainst Chennai Super

Kings, he leapt atthe boundary to attempt
a catch, landed awkwardly, busted his
anterior cruciate ligament, and only
returned to international cricket during
the ODI World Cup in October after recov-
ering from knee surgery.

Titans need an experienced hand in the
team,as Shubman Gill prepares forhis first
season as IPL captain following Hardik
Pandya's trade to Mumbai Indians, and
Williamson will be crucial.

Jonny Bairstow

Bairstow was unavailable for Punjab
Kings in IPL 2023 as he recovered from
surgery after fracturing hislegin Septem-
ber2022.He comesinto thisseasonhaving
spent two months in India for a five-Test
series, which culminated in his 100th
appearance in whites for England in
Dharamsala.

He was explosive for Kings in the 2022
season, scoring 253 runs at a strike rate of
144.57, though he averaged only 23. It
remains to be seen whether Bairstow
featuresamongthe team'sfourfirst-choice
overseas playersat the start of this season,
as they attempt to qualify for the playoffs
for the first time since 2014.

Sixteen counties in the running
for eight women's teams

CHRISTCHURCH: Sixteen of the
18 first-class counties have bid for
one of eight professional women's
teams in a revamped England and
Wales domestic competition starting
next season.

Worcestershire and Derbyshire
are the only two clubs among those
invited to tender who have confirmed
that they did not bid for a Tier 1 team
under the new structure.

Essex and Glamorgan made formal
announcements on Wednesday while
Surrey, Lancashire, Sussex, Hamp-
shire, Nottinghamshire, Warwick-
shire and Gloucestershire all con-
firmed this week that they had lodged
tenders with the ECB.

Middlesex confirmed a bid on
Monday, which had received "the full
supportof Marylebone Cricket Club".
MCC, which owns Middlesex's home
ground, Lord's, and was also invited
to bid for a team, have not submitted
a proposal of their own.

Kent and Northamptonshire
announced theirbids last week along
with Durham, Yorkshire, Leicester-
shire and Somerset. It is understood
counties will be notified imminently
of interview slots for the next stage
ofthe process, with those interviews
to take place by the end of March.

InFebruary, the ECBinvited all 18
first-class counties plus MCC to ten-
der for one of the Tier 1 clubs in a
move away from the current region-
al structure which began in 2020.
Currently, teams contesting the
20-over Charlotte Edwards Cup and
50-over Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy
fall under central ECB control and
largely encompass more than one
county. By aligning teams more
closely with existing counties - and
theirmen's teams - the ECBis seeking
to address an identity crisis that has
afflicted some of the regional teams

W

with ownership, responsibility and
governance shifting to the clubs.
First-class counties not awarded
Tier 1 status, plus all National Counties,
willbe invited to take partinaprocess
todetermine the make-upofTier2and
3competitions,comprising 10-14teams
and 16-20 teams respectively.
Despite there being no plans for
promotion or relegation from 2025-
28, Derbyshire have taken a longer-
term view, electing to "pursue the
establishment of a sustainable Tier 2
women's structure, one which will
hopefully grow into Tier 1 status” in
future. Derbyshire have hosted train-
ing for existingregional women'steam
the Blaze over the winter and staged
atleastone England Women'sinterna-
tional fixture every year for the past
seven seasons. In 2020, Derby hosted
allfive T20Is against West Indies which
comprised theEngland Women'sinter-
national season amid the initial wave
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Explaining the club's position,
Derbyshire chief executive Ryan
Duckett said: "Derbyshire makes up
9% of the population of the Midlands,
yet 26% of women's cricket that was
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played across the region in the last
year involved a team from the coun-
ty. There are also three playersin the
current senior England squad who
have come through the Derbyshire
pathway, which has been led by the
Derbyshire Cricket Foundation, and
we will continue to support further
success in this area.

"Our ambitions for ground devel-
opment include enhanced training
facilities underpinning a robust path-
way structure, as well as increasing
seating capacity tomeet demand and
ensure the clubretainsits statusasa
host venue for international women's
cricket... After honest assessment,
we felt that in the short term, as a
standalone county, it may have been
essential to compromise whatis cur-
rently being delivered as a collective
across the region and therefore
believe this decision is in the best
interest of the game." Worcestershire
CEOAshleyGilestold the club's podcast:
"At this point it would just be more a
funding and a resource issue for us.
Even in ground facilities, changing
facilities, practice wickets, it would be
really challenging for us.
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