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NEWS BRIEF
Jammu SIA Raids
In Five Districts Across 
Jammu Division

JAMMU, MAR 15: The State Inves-
tigation Agency Jammu on Friday 
conducted searches at seven loca-
tions in five districts across Jammu 
division in connection with probe in 
a case related to deep rooted larger 
criminal conspiracy hatched for car-
rying out terrorists and subversive 
activities hatched by an active terror 
ecosystem.

Official sources said that the raids 
were conducted to nab terrorist sym-
pathisers comprising of the Over 
Ground Workers (OGWs), supporters 
in connivance with active terrorists 
of various prescribed terrorist
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348 Stranded 
Passengers Airlifted 
Between J&K And 
Ladakh By IAF Aircraft

JAMMU, MAR 15: The Indian Air 
Force (IAF) carried 348 passengers 
in its aircraft between Ladakh and 
the Union territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir in view of the closure of the 
Srinagar-Leh national highway owing 
to heavy snowfall, an official said.

The IAF’s AN-32 aircraft, also known 
as Kargil Courier, was operated to 
airlift 171 passengers between Jammu 
and Kargil and 177 more between 
Srinagar and Kargil, officials said.

He said 152 passengers were air-
lifted from Jammu to Kargil and 19 
from Kargil to Jammu, while 141 
passengers were airlifted from
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Excavator Among
11 Vehicles Involved In 
Illegal Mining Seized
In Kathua

KATHUA, MAR 15: An excavator 
and 10 other Vehicles involved in 
illegal mining were today seized by 
District Mineral Officer (DMO) 
Rajinder Singh Rana from different 
locations of the district.

The surprise raids were conduct-
ed at Lakhanpur, Taraf Tajawal, 
Keerian Gandial, Bhagtali and Nagri 
areas by the team of Geology and 
Mining with the assistance of police 
officials. A total of 10 vehicles and 
one JCB machine were seized and
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Residents Up In Arms
Against Railway Line Expansion Plans

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: Locals 
in several parts of Kashmir are 
up in arms against the railway 
line expansion plans.

While villagers in south 
Kashmir’s Shopian district have 
objected to the land-marking 
for the railway line in the area, 
the residents in north Kashmir’s 
claim that railway authorities 
earmarked the ground of degree 

college Baramulla for the rail-
road track.

The Railways Ministry has 
approved the final location sur-
vey of five lines, all of which fall 
under the Kashmir division. The 
lines include the Baramulla-
Banihal section (135.5 kilome-
ters), Baramulla-Uri (50 kilome-
ters), Sopore-Kupwara (33.7 
kilometers), Awantipora-Shop-
ian (27.6 kilometers), and 
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Centre Appoints
22 Joint Secretaries In 

Different Depts
 � HT News Network

NEW DELHI, MAR 15: Twenty-
two joint secretaries have been 
appointed in different central gov-
ernment departments as part of a 
senior-level bureaucratic reshuffle 

effected on Friday by the Centre.
These officers are from Indian 

Administrative Service (IAS), Indian 
Police Service (IPS), Indian Revenue 
Service (IRS) and India Postal Service 
(IPoS) among others.

Senior bureaucrat Deepankar 
Aron has been named joint 
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CS Reviews Key Developmental Projects Of Housing Deptt

3 Band Saw Mills,
A Plastic Furniture Unit 

Gutted In A Massive
Fire In Srinagar

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: Three band 
saw mills and a plastic furniture unit 
were gutted in a major fire incident 
on the outskirts of Srinagar during 
the wee hours of Friday, officials said.

There was no loss of life or 
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Formula-4 Car Run To Be Held In Srinagar On Sunday
This race will be major attraction for youth & instill passion for Formula-4 sport: V K Bidhuri
 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: In a first, 
a roaring show of Formula-4 Car 
run from Lalit Ghat to Nehru Park 
shall be held in Srinagar on Sunday 
in which renowned Formula driv-
ers will enthrall spectators.

This would be a thrilling show 

to witness on the boulevard road 
while drivers shall engage in the 
race and stunts over a distance of 
1.7Km route from 10:00Am to 
2:00Pm.

In this regard, Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri today chaired 
a meeting to ensure the arrange-

ments for the successful conduct 
of the event.

Addressing the meeting, Div 
Com stated that this first of its kind 
event will be a major attraction for 
youth and will instill passion among 
them for Formula-4 sport.

Terming the hosting of 
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Arms License Scam:
Court Miffed Over The Absence 

Of Government Counsels
 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MAR 15: The High Court has expressed 
displeasure and anguish over the non-representation 
of the government in arms license scam.

While hearing the arms license case, a Division 
Bench comprising Chief Justice N. Kotiswar Singh and 
Justice M.A. Chowdhary expressed deep anguish and 
displeasure over the non-representation of the JK 
Government and Union of India as their Counsels were 
not present.

“Neither the UT Government is represented by any 
Counsel nor there is any representation on behalf of 
the Union of India when the matter is taken up because 
of which this court is unable to pass any order,” 
observed the court.

Advocate Rahul Raina appearing for the
.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

KU VC Appears In-Person 
Before HC Bench In 

Contempt Case
 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Kashmir (KU) Profes-
sor Neelofer Khan on Friday appeared 
in-person before a division bench of the 
High Court which is hearing a contempt 
petition against the top Varsity officers.

As per the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), petitioner Zahoor Hussain 
has moved the court seeking regularisation 
of his services as Junior Professional Assis-
tant (JPA) in the Kashmir University, 
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Govt Intensifies Efforts To
Combat Substance Abuse Among Youth 

Through Sports Initiatives
 � Ishtiyaq Kar

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: In a proactive 
move aimed at curbing the alarming 
rise of substance abuse among the 
youth in the Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Union Territory government, led by 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, 
has embarked on a series of initiatives 
focusing on promoting sports and 
youth engagement.

Recognizing the critical role sports 
can play in steering the youth away 

from harmful activities, the govern-
ment is implementing various 
schemes and policies to foster a culture 
of athleticism and healthy living.

A senior official involved in the 
matter highlighted the government's 
commitment to leveraging sports as 
a powerful tool in combating the drug 
menace. “Sports can serve as a potent 
antidote to the destructive influence 
of drugs on our youth. Through these 
initiatives, we aim to encourage 
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 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MAR 15: In a sig-
nificant step towards address-
ing the burgeoning issues of 

Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Department (H&UDD) in 
the UT, a high-level meeting 
was today chaired by Chief 
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Women Will Have 
Decisive Say In J&K’s Lok 

Sabha Elections
Erstwhile State Has 42.58 Lakh Women Voters, 9.02 Lakh In Anantnag Alone

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 14: Wom-
en this time will have a decisive 
role to play during the forth-
coming elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir with their electorate 
comprising 49 percent of total 
vote count.

Details available with the 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), out of the total 
86.93 lakh voters in Jammu and 
Kashmir, women make up 42.58 
lakh voters. Anantnag leads in 
women's participation among 
the five parliamentary con-
stituencies, with 9.02 lakh 

women voters.
Other constituencies also 

exhibit considerable female 
voter presence, with 8.52 lakh 

in Jammu, 8.44 lakh in Udham-
pur, 8.70 lakh in Srinagar, and 
8.56 lakh in Baramulla. Over 
the years, the voting percentage 

of women in Lok Sabha elections 
has shown an increasing trend, 
albeit with slight fluctuations.

The recent enactment of the 
Nari Shakti Vandan Act and the 
provision of 33 percent reserva-
tion for women in the Legisla-
tive Assembly have bolstered 
enthusiasm among women, 
providing them with a golden 
opportunity to showcase their 
potential in politics. Efforts are 
underway at the party level to 
further enhance women's par-
ticipation in politics, recognizing 
their longstanding contributions.

As the announcement of Lok 
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Modi Govt Changed Face Of 
Udhampur: Jitendra

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MAR 15: Union Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh on Friday said that the Modi government 
has changed the face of Udhampur which has 
emerged as one of the most developed constitu-
encies of the country in the last 10 years.

“There are certain critics and cynics who say 
they cannot see any development in 10 years but 
at the same time shamelessly avail the utility of 
all the new projects set up in the last 10 years,” 
Dr Singh said addressing a public rally in Udham-
pur district.

Dr Singh took a dig at the Opposition, saying 
that if according to them there has been no 
development in this constituency, they should 
neither send their wards to the Medical Col-
leges established here nor should they use the 
Mukerjee tunnel from Chenani to Nashri to 
shorten their travel time by road nor draw ben-
efits of numerous development schemes and 
initiatives undertaken by the Modi government 
in the last decade.

The Minister said that earlier, Udhampur was 
known to be a “place of pedestrians” and there 
were Dogri folk songs written on “Udhampure 
diyan Takkiyan”, but under the Modi government, 

Udhampur has emerged as country's top three 
districts in PMGSY road construction even in 
remotest areas.

He said, “Among over 700 districts in the 
country, Udhampur has become one of the top 
three districts which has the most number of 
roads built under PMGSY”.
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CS CHAIRS UT LEVEL ECM 
TO APPROVE PLANS FOR 
RDD SCHEMES

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MAR 15: Chief Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo today chaired the UT level Empowered 
Committee Meeting on the schemes of Rural 
Development Department (RDD) to discuss 
their annual plans for 2024-25 besides 
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Women Will.....
Sabha elections draws near, women have begun 

actively ensuring their participation. The extent 
of their involvement as candidates will be revealed 
once all parties announce their nominees, with 
several parties, including the BJP, Congress, NC, 
PDP, Apni Party, and others, nominating women 
candidates, activating their respective wings.

Pulwama emerges as the sole district in Jam-
mu and Kashmir where women voters outnum-
ber men, with 2726 more women voters than 
men, out of a total of 403,795 voters. In other 
districts, male voters surpass female voters.

In a bid to foster a conducive environment for 
women voters, pink booths will be established in 
all districts during the Lok Sabha elections, staffed 
entirely by female employees, an initiative by the 
Office of the Chief Electoral Officer.

Pertinent to mention that the increased par-
ticipation of women was evident in the District 
Development Council (DDC) elections held in 
2020, with over 98 percent voter turnout and the 
occupation of more than five DDCs by women.

Modi Govt.....
Dr Singh informed, adding that the district 

now has its own radio station for which a demand 
was raised in 1965, but this genuine demand was 
never fulfilled by the earlier government. Not only 
this, Udhampur has a passport office now, he said.

“For the first time, a 9.5 kilometre national 
tunnel named after Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
has been constructed in this district, and North 
India’s first river rejuvenation project undertaken 
at River Devika undertaken here”, the minister 
said.

Dr Jitendra Singh said this constituency is in 
near future all set to become a tourist-cum-reli-
gious pilgrim destination as well as a centre for 
learning.

Dr Jitendra Singh underlined that rising above 
narrow considerations of caste, creed and region, 
Narendra Modi government's first term was 
focused on overcoming the shortcomings of the 
previous governments. In the second term, the 
government dedicated itself to laying the founda-
tion of a developed India. Now, in its third, the 
government will solidify its gains and march ahead 
in the journey of realising Narendra Modi’s vision 
of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Talking about the success of Lavender revolu-
tion in Bhaderwah area of district Doda, Dr Singh 
said its cultivation is now being taken up in Bas-
antgarh-Dudu area of Udhampur given its success.

He said this region was unknown to the concept 
of start-ups, but in the last few years it has emerged 
as a hub of agri start-ups. More and more youth 
are giving up their secured government jobs and 
are now joining the Aroma Mission which offers 
lucrative opportunities to increase their income 
through the sale of perfumes which sell at high 
costs not only in the country but also abroad.

The Minister exuded confidence that while in 
the upcoming general elections, Narendra Modi 
will return to power, with 400 seats, the voters of 
Udhampur-Kathua-Doda Lok Sabha seat are going 
to script a new record by bestowing a 5 lakh plus 
record margin on Dr Jitendra Singh, and tumble 
the previous record voter turnout here.

In the last election, this constituency had a 
record victory margin since Independence, which 
was the highest in the history of Jammu and 
Kashmir in 2019”, Dr Singh said. (UNI)

Centre Appoints.....
secretary, department of chemicals and pet-

rochemicals, Harish Kumar Vashisth will be joint 
DG, Directorate General of Civil Aviation and 
Siddharth Mahajan has been named as joint 
secretary in the department of commerce, accord-
ing to a personnel ministry order.

Anand Madhukar will be Additional DG, 
Archaeological Survey of India, Swati Meena Naik 
has been named as the joint secretary, department 
of drinking water and sanitation, and Ravi Shana-
kar and Gulzar N will be joint secretaries in the 
department of food and public distribution.

Manoj Kumar Jain will be executive director 
(Engg/IT), FCI HQ under the department of food 
and public distribution. Pushpendra Rajput and 
Saurabh Jain have been appointed as the joint 
secretaries in the department of health and fam-
ily welfare, the order said. Senior civil servants 
Mihir Kumar, Parthasarathi Gurrala and Abhijit 
Sinha have been appointed as the joint secretar-
ies in the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Gujarat-cadre IPS officer Vipul Aggarwal has 
been named as principal commissioner, Delhi 
Development Authority, Jagannath Srinivasan 
will be joint secretary, department of justice while 
Alok Mishra has been named joint secretary in 
the ministry of labour and employment and 
Bhaskar Choradia will be additional Central Prov-
ident Fund Commissioner (HQ), Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO).

Sanjay Pandey has been appointed as financial 
advisor and chief account officer, EPFO, Kunal 
Satyarthi will be joint secretary in the department 
of land resources, Mahabir Prasad will be joint 
secretary and financial advisor at ministry of 
power, Ajeet Kumar Srivastava has been named 
commissioner, national education society for 
tribal students (NESTS) and Sarwesh Kumar Arya 
will be joint secretary in the ministry of women 
and child development, the order said.

Residents Up.....
Anantnag-Bijbehara-Pahalgam (77.5 kilome-

ters).
The railway line expansion plan has triggered 

protests in Shopian, where fruit growers have 
appealed to the Prime Minister to divert the track. 
The residents are against the planned acquisition 
of their land, especially apple orchards, for the 

railway project.
"We are not opposed to the railway line, but it 

should not be laid through our orchards as our 
economy is fully dependent on this,"a fruit grow-
er from Zainapora Shopian said. “I appeal to the 
PM to consider our demand and divert the railway 
track.”

In Baramulla, civil society members have also 
demanded a diversion of the railway track, which 
they said passes through one of the oldest college 
grounds in north Kashmir.

“It came to the notice that the Department of 
Railways authorities have earmarked the degree 
college ground in Baramulla for fleeting the rail-
way track towards Uri that bisects the playground, 
which is the only available ground in Baramulla,” 
a representation by the Civil Society Baramulla 
to Deputy Commissioner Baramulla read.

The Baramulla administration has written to 
the Deputy Chief Engineer, Northern Railway 
Srinagar, and asked him to look into the matter 
and redress the grievance on merit.

The mainstream politicians, too, have demand-
ed the shifting of these railway tracks.

“The survey conducted by the railways in the 
apple belt of Zainapora for railroad development 
has created panic among residents, who fear for 
their livelihoods. The survey should not be carried 
out recklessly, as it could impact the livelihood of 
locals. The concerns of apple cultivators in apple-
rich villages in south Kashmir should be taken 
into consideration, and efforts should be made to 
minimize any potential losses,” CPIM leader M.Y. 
Tarigami said.

“These are very genuine demands and merit 
the government's attention. People are not opposed 
to the project but are urging the authorities to 
safeguard their orchard land. We are requesting 
the J&K government to consider relocating the 
project by utilizing state-owned land instead,” 
State Spokesperson of the National Conference 
Imran Dar said.

On Wednesday, Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) president Mehbooba Mufti urged the gov-
ernment to avoid the chopping of fruit orchards 
and the "haphazard" laying of railway lines in 
Kashmir.

“Our economy depends on agriculture and 
fruit industry, and without giving a thought, you 
lay a railway line through villages and chop down 
thousands of trees, which are our economy’s 
backbone. This should not be done like this, and 
experts should be involved. Laying a railway line 
is right, but cutting trees through every village 
and damaging the environment should be avoid-
ed,” she said. (UNI)

3 Band Saw.....
injury to any person during the firefighting 

operation.
Fire and Emergency Service officials said the 

fire incident took place in the HMT Zainakote area, 
and the cause of the fire is being ascertained.

They said the band saw mills and a plastic 
furniture unit suffered massive damage in the fire 
incident, causing extensive damage to the prop-
erty.

They said the fire tenders were rushed to the 
spot around 5.5 a.m. in the morning, soon after 
the information about the incident was received. 
However, by that time, the fire had engulfed a 
major portion of these units.

“By the time we were informed, the fire had 
spread in the units, causing extensive damage to 
the property," the Fire and Emergency Service 
said, adding that “more than 60 percent of the 
damage has been caused to the units in the fire 
incident.”.

They said 12 fire-fighting engines were rushed 
from various city centers to the spot to douse the 
flames.

In yet another fire incident, a residential house 
was also damaged at Usmania Colony Buchpora 
in downtown Srinagar, causing damage to the 
attic and the upper story of the house, they said. 
(UNI)

Formula-4.....
Formula-4 car race in Srinagar as one of the 

major achievements, Div Com said the occasion 
will open the spectrum of options for sports lov-
ers of Kashmir and will be the beginning of a new 
career option for enthusiasts of the valley.

This ‘adrenaline rushing’ car race will be very 
exciting and enthralling for people, he said and 
added that such shows will also leverage adventure 
tourism of Kashmir.

While reviewing the arrangements, Div Com 
directed concerned officers to ensure leveling of 
the said road and black-topping of potholes on 
the route.

To ensure safety of drivers, Div Com instruct-
ed installation of C-type 2-tier barricades includ-
ing red barricades at both the ends of the route 
besides deployment of a medical team with two 
critical care ambulances and fire extinguishers.

Moreover, Div Com directed for proper secu-
rity arrangements for the event and other require-
ments for event management including drone 
permission. The meeting was attended by VC, 
LCMA; Director Tourism; Joint Commissioner 
SMC; officers of PWD, Health Department, Traffic, 
police, Fire & Emergency and representatives of 
Racing Promotions Private Ltd.

CS Reviews.....
Secretary, Atul Dulloo and attended by the 

Commissioner Secretary, H&UDD; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Tourism besides other HoDs of 
the Housing and Rural Development Departments 
here.

While speaking in this meeting the Chief 
Secretary remarked that the city infrastructure 
is the hallmark of development process anywhere. 

He emphasized on the importance of timely 
completion of all the utility and developmental 
projects for making the mobility and city dwelling 
more safer, easier and faster as per the modern 
standards of urban development world over.

The Chief Secretary directed that all the urban 
development projects, currently in the pipeline 
be expedited, placing public welfare as the foremost 
priority. This directive underlines the government’s 
commitment to not only enhancing the urban 
infrastructure, but also ensuring that, these devel-
opments translate into tangible benefits for the 
residents of Jammu and Kashmir.

During this meeting the Commissioner Sec-
retary, H&UDD, Mandeep Kaur briefed the chair 
on a spectrum of pivotal developments and upcom-
ing initiatives aimed at transforming the urban 
landscape of J&K.

Among the crucial topics discussed were – 
strategies to leverage land as a resource to fuel 
further urban development, ensuring sustainable 
and efficient use of urban land. The meeting also 
discussed introduction of a streamlined and 
transparent system for obtaining building permis-
sions, aimed at reducing delays and promoting 
ease of doing business.

The status of water transport service in river 
Jhelum, in Srinagar, enhancing connectivity and 
providing eco-friendly transportation alternatives 
to the people there. It was also made out that this 
would be an added attraction for tourists visiting 
this place in greater numbers.

The progress updates and future plans concern-
ing the Jammu Metropolitan Region Development 
Authority (JMRDA) and the Srinagar Metropolitan 
Region Development Authority (SMRDA), focus-
ing on comprehensive urban development and 
planning were deliberated upon. It was given out 
that these projects would bring in futuristic mobil-
ity services to our cities bringing lot of ease to the 
commuters here.

The meeting also took note of the status of the 
newly built state-of-the-art, multi-tier parking at 
Bus Stand in Jammu. It emphasised upon its 
optimum utilization for bringing ease and employ-
ment to public besides realizing revenue for gov-
ernment also.

While addressing the need for modern trans-
portation facilities and managing the growing 
demand for public transportation efficiently the 
meeting discussed the utilization of e-buses 
introduced recently in both the cities here. With 
respect to the need of such facilities to cater to the 
growing population here the meeting resolved to 
make the appropriate facilities to cater to this 
challenge also.

The meeting took review of the progress in the 
implementation of crucial sewerage projects 
across the UT highlighting efforts to improve 
sanitation and wastewater management.

The meeting underscored the government's 
commitment to foster sustainable urban growth 
and development, ensuring that the initiatives 
align with the needs and aspirations of its citizens 
in the UT.

CS Chairs UT.....
reviewing the performance made so far.
Besides the Secretary RDD the meeting was 

attended by several Administrative Secretaries, 
HoDs of RDD and other concerned officers of the 
Department.

While speaking in this meeting the Chief 
Secretary remarked that the Department has a 
vital function of raising the critical infrastructure 
in rural areas that has a bearing on the lives of the 
population there. He called on having a greater 
coordination between the departments to pri-
oritize works that are most emergent in nature 
and in demand by the locals of the area.

Dulloo further stressed on carrying out stud-
ies by the reputed institutions verifying the social 
impact of such projects on the lives of people there. 
He asked for carrying out third-party evaluation 
of such works to get the actual outcomes and 
benefits accruing to public on ground.

As far as the working of J&K Rural Livelihood 
Mission (JKRLM) is concerned, the Chief Secretary 
impressed on providing the quality handholding 
to the SHGs immediately after their registration. 
He called on providing them the desirable coun-
selling through social mobilization besides enhanc-
ing their capacity to enlarge their enterprises on 
commercial lines.

The Chief Secretary also took stock of the 
performance made by the Department in PMAY(G),  
IWMP and Himayat schemes. He enjoined upon 
the concerned to meet the targets set under each 
scheme. He asked them to cover all the beneficia-
ries eligible under such housing and livelihood 
generation schemes.

In his presentation the Secretary, RDD, Shahid 
Iqbal Choudhary gave out the gist of the perfor-
mance made by the Department under different 
schemes during the ensuing financial year. He 
also threw light on the action plans proposed by 
the Department for the year 2024-25.

The Secretary apprised the meeting that till 
now around 3.31 crore person days of work had 
been generated under MGNREGA which is 114% 
of the target set for the year. It was added that the 
fund utilization stands at an impressive rate of 
97% this year. He further gave out that this year 
around 1,16,295 works had been completed and 
2,95,834 works still going on at different stages 
of completion.

Regarding the annual action plan 2024-25for 
MGNREGA it was revealed that the Department 
is going to augment the critical infrastructure in 
rural areas in convergence with this scheme. It 
was given out that the Department is going to 
accomplish around 195000 works with around 
12000 works under convergence mode.

Moreover the plan will lay focus on District 

Convergence Plans with extension of provid-
ing support to Departments either in aug-
menting their infrastructure. In addition 
focus on provisioning of common infrastruc-
ture for NRLM complaint SHGs besides 
empowering CLFs of JKRLM as PIAs in the 
FY 2024-25 aiming for holistic rural develop-
ment.

Among other features this year’s plan is 
aiming at allocating 44% of AAP to natural 
resources management works with an objec-
tive of sustainable development and envi-
ronmental conservation.

Under PMAY (G) the Department has 
completed 38,440 works and registered an 
expenditure of over Rs 1344 Cr this year. It 
was said the Department has completed 
62,777 houses under both SECC and Awasp-
lus this financial year aiming to complete 
2,00,500 houses cumulatively.

The meeting was also apprised about the 
performance of NRLM in the UT. It was said 
that 1.58 lakh  lakh houses have been mobi-
lized into SHGs upto January this FY. The 
department has provided the RF amount of 
Rs 1080.15 lakhs and CIF to the tune of Rs8949 
lakhs till January.

Under IWMP it was said that out of 19 
projects sanctioned under WDC-PMKSY 2.0, 
DPRs of 16 have been prepared and approved 
by technical committee.

While as under HIMAYAT the Department 
has trained 1247 candidates and has made 
an expenditure of Rs 12.84 Cr till February 
this year and is planning to train around 
4900 candidates and place around 4000 of 
them in the year 2024-25, as was given out 
during this meeting.

Court Miffed.....
petitioners submitted that the adminis-

tration is shielding the IAS Officers alleg-
edly involved in the arms licenses scam and 
is sitting over the Prosecution Sanction files 
deliberately for the last two years and has 
also posted the tainted bureaucrats on prime 
positions whereas the Prosecution Sanction 
was granted against JKAS Officers way back 
in the year 2021 and several challans have 
been filed in the CBI Special Courts in UT of 
J&K.

Advocate Rahul Raina further submitted 
that there cannot be two laws one for com-
mon men and the other for the IAS officers.

The Division Bench observed that it is 
unable to pass any order in the absence of 
any Counsel from the government. The Divi-
sion Bench directed the Registry that a copy 
of this order be sent to the concerned Min-
istries of the Union of India and also to the 
UT Administration for necessary action.

Looking into the importance of the mat-
ter the Division Bench directed the registry 
to re-notify the matter for 23 April 2024.

Pertinently, under this scam, it  is alleged 
that more than 2.78 lakh arms licenses were 
issued to non-entitled persons in J&K between 
2012 and 2016 and all this took place under 
some top-notch IAS officers. [KNT]

KU VC Appears.....
along with other service and financial 

benefits, retrospectively.
The petitioner had accused the KU author-

ities of flouting the previous Court orders 
which directed for his regularisation retro-
spectively, leading to the contempt petition 
which was Friday heard by the division bench 
of Justice Atul Sreedharan and Justice Mok-
sha Kazmi Khajuria.

Notably, this is for the first time in Kash-
mir University's history that a Vice-Chan-
cellor had to appear before the Court in-
person, raising questions about the 
functioning of the University's Legal Cell 
which has now come under sharp criticism 
for "causing dent to the image and reputation 
of the VC's chair."

Two days ago, the High Court had sought 
personal appearance of all respondents 
(including VC KU, Registrar KU and In-Charge 
Officer Legal Cell, KU). However the Varsity 
pleaded that the VC and Registrar were "out 
of station" following which the Court direct-
ed their personal appearance on March 15 
in the Srinagar High Court at 11am. Senior 
academicians, meanwhile, slammed the 
Legal Cell of KU for alleged lackadaisical 
approach in handling of cases.

"How did this particular case reach the 
point of contempt petition which led to VC's 
personal appearance is a big question which 
needs thorough investigation," said a senior 
KU academician, who wished anonymity. 
He said it is neither good for the institution's 
image nor the dignity of VC's chair that court 
cases are allowed to reach the stage of con-
tempt petitions.

Meanwhile, after today's appearance of 
KU authorities before the division bench, the 
HC listed the matter for further hearing on 
April 1, after submissions and assurances 
made by the KU VC on implementation of 
court directions.

Govt Intensifies.....
parents to actively involve their children 

in sporting activities as a means to safeguard 
their well-being,” the official told KNS.

Under the comprehensive policy frame-
work devised by the government, emphasis 
was placed on the construction of playing 
fields across the Union Territory, providing 
young people with accessible venues for 

recreational pursuits.
Additionally, specialized teams were 

tasked with spearheading efforts to promote 
youth engagement through sports while 
integrating components such as cultural 
activities, career counseling, and drug de-
addiction programs into their initiatives.

Moreover, significant investments have 
been allocated for the development of sports 
infrastructure, including facilities like gym-
nasiums and entertainment halls, to facilitate 
widespread participation in sporting events.

Speaking on the necessity of this approach, 
another senior government official empha-
sized the urgent need to address the preva-
lence of drug availability in the region.

“The pervasiveness of drugs poses a grave 
threat to our society, particularly our youth. 
By channeling their energies into sports, we 
can effectively counter this menace and 
foster a healthier, drug-free environment,” 
the official remarked.

The concerted efforts of the government 
complement the rigorous actions under-
taken by law enforcement agencies, as evi-
denced by the recent arrest of more than 
4837 drug peddlers by the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police over the past three years.

Director General of Police, Jammu and 
Kashmir, R R Swain reiterated the commit-
ment to intensify the crackdown on drug 
trafficking networks, urging community 
members to collaborate by reporting any 
suspicious activities in their neighborhoods.

Reflecting on the gravity of the situation, 
observers underscored the urgent need for 
collective action to address the escalating 
crisis of substance abuse in Kashmir.

“For too long, our youth have borne the 
brunt of this epidemic, robbing them of their 
potential and jeopardizing their future. It is 
imperative that we unite to tackle this scourge 
head-on before it irreparably damages 
another generation,” remarked one observ-
er.

With prevention emerging as the linchpin 
of the government's strategy, efforts are 
underway to provide comprehensive support 
to individuals grappling with addiction.

Recognizing the complexity of overcom-
ing substance abuse, authorities stress the 
importance of a multifaceted approach 
encompassing education, counseling, and 
community support to effectively combat 
this pressing public health challenge.

Jammu SIA.....
organizations and their affiliated off-

shoots.
As per intelligence inputs number of 

Border guides and couriers are active in the 
hinterland of Jammu division who form the 
backbone of networks to assist different 
terrorist organisations active in Jammu and 
Kashmir by facilitating the infiltrations of 
terrorists from across the border and further 
guiding them through tough and treacherous 
terrain as well as anti infiltration obstacles 
put by the security forces.

"Besides this, many of them are in touch 
with their Pakistan based handlers and active 
terrorists operating from across the border 
through their mobile phones and using dif-
ferent end to end encrypted apps," they 
added. The State Investigation Agency, it 
added that swooped down on multiple loca-
tions in Jammu province in the larger crim-
inal conspiracy case, the searches were 
conducted in pursuance of the search war-
rants obtained from Special Designated UAPA 
Court Jammu.

The searches were simultaneously start-
ed early in the morning at seven different 
locations including three in District Doda, 
two in District Reasi, one each in Ramban 
and Jammu, they said.

The SIA teams recovered several digital 
devices and other incriminating materials 
devices relevant to the ongoing investigation 
which may give some leads to dig deep into 
the bottom of the network, said official 
sources. (UNI)

348 Stranded.....
Srinagar to Kargil and 36 from Kargil to 

Srinagar. The IAF operates C-17, C-130 and 
AN-32 aircraft regularly to airlift stranded 
passengers between Jammu and Kashmir, 
and Ladakh in view of the closure of the 
434-km Srinagar-Leh national highway since 
January owing to heavy snowfall.

Excavator Among.....
kept in the custody of police.
During the seizure it was found that 7 

dumpers, 2 tractor trolleys and a truck were 
transporting crushed minerals from stone 
crushers without e-challans and other doc-
uments required as per the rules of the 
geology and mining department.

Meanwhile, over Rs. 2 lakh penalty was 
imposed on JCB machine for excavating raw 
mineral for dumping at stone crusher from 
unauthorized location at Gandyal without 
any valid permission from the department.

The DMO informed that there are 19 
mineral leases in the district for supplying 
material at prescribed rates and over 30 stone 
crushers for providing crushed mineral like 
sand, aggregate, dust etc. but despite this 
some violators turn towards illegal mining.

The action was initiated on the instruc-
tions of Deputy Commissioner Kathua, Dr. 
Rakesh Minhas.
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Doctors’ warning about artificial ripened fruits 
leads to 50 pc drop in watermelon sales

SAMPLES TAKEN, RESULTS TOMORROW: OFFICIAL
SRINAGAR, MAR 15: The 

Kashmir Valley has witnessed 
a 50% decrease in watermelon 
sales following concerns raised 
on social media regarding the 
safety of consuming artificially 
ripened watermelons.

Dr Wajahat, a clinical oncol-
ogist at a premier hospital, 
recently cautioned against con-
suming artificially ripened 
watermelons during the off-
season, citing potential cancer 
risks. 

"This Ramzan, say NO to 
artificially ripened watermel-
ons. Protect yourself from 
harmful chemicals and poten-
tial chemotherapy," Dr Wajahat 
posted on a social media site X 
on March 08, which garnered 
support from several other doc-
tors.

Ghulam Nabi Bhat, a vendor, 
expressed concern over eco-
nomic losses incurred since the 
beginning of Ramadan. He said 
that despite bringing watermel-

ons to the market, nobody is 
buying them due to claims made 
by doctors. Bhat urged the gov-
ernment to investigate the mat-
ter to help vendors like him 
avoid further economic losses.

Bashir Ahmad Bashir, chair-
man of the Kashmir Valley Fruit 
Growers Cum Dealers Union, 
speaking with the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) said there has been a 50% 
drop in watermelon sales in the 
valley due to the current situa-

tion. "Previously, the valley used 
to receive twelve trucks of 
watermelons daily, but now 
there has been a 50% decrease 
in sales,” he said.

Bashir said the food depart-
ment has taken samples of 
watermelons, and he hopes for 
clarity soon. “Health is a prior-
ity, but economic losses are also 
concerning. The government 
should share the test samples 
as soon as possible,” he added.

Deputy Commissioner of 

Food Safety in Kashmir, 
Shagufta Jalal, said the depart-
ment has collected hundreds 
of samples from various dis-
tricts of the valley for testing.

“The test reports will be 
available tomorrow,” she said.

Once the report is available, 
it will be shared with the pub-
lic to address any concerns, 
Shagufta said, adding that there 
have been no adverse findings 
so far in the surveillance sam-
pling

Sagar calls for
effective arrangements 

on Navroz-e-Aalam
SRINAGAR MAR 15: The Jammu and Kashmir 

National Conference General Secretary Ali Muham-
mad Sagar Friday urged the administration to ensure 
all basic civic amenities to people on Navroz. 

In a statement released from the party headquar-
ters Nawa-e-Subha, Sagar urged the administration 
to ensure all basic civic amenities to people on 
Navroz. "All essential services and supplies should 
be supervised so that people do not face any problem 
on the auspicious occasion."

“All wings of the 
adm in ist rat ion 
should work in sync 
with each other so 
that no inconve-
nience is caused to 
the people on Nav-
roz. It is expected 
that the divisional 
administration will 
dole out the added 
consignments of 
ration that includes 
sugar, wheat, and 
rice to the people 
following ahead of 
the auspicious occa-
sion,” he said.

Sagar impressed 
upon the municipal authorities to ensure proper 
parking, sanitation, and ample lighting arrangements 
at all Imam Bargahs.

He urged the concerned departments to ensure 
round-the-clock water and electric supply and 
transport facility to people on the auspicious occa-
sion.

NC MPs Muhammad Akbar Lone and Hasnain 
Masoodi, senior leaders Shameema Firdous, Irfan 
Shah, and Tanvir Sadiq also sought effective and 
basic civic amenities to the people on Navroz across 
Kashmir and sought uninterrupted supply of drink-
ing water and electricity.

Srinagar brothers blend technology & tradition in sheep farming venture
Uzair is developing software to streamline sheep farming by tracking birth cycles, lineage

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: In the 
outskirts of Srinagar's HMT Zaina-
kote area, two brothers, Uzair and 
Umair Shafi Dar, are crafting a 
unique blend of technology with 
sheep farming.

Uzair, a software engineer 
with a fervent passion for innova-
tion, and Umair, a dedicated stu-
dent and part-time electrician, 
have embarked on an inspiring 
journey of sheep farming.

Speaking with the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
Uzair said, "What started as a mod-
est venture with just a handful of 
sheep has now blossomed into a 
thriving farm boasting over 40 
sheep of diverse breeds."

We started with just a few sheep 
and today without any govern-
mental support, we have managed 
and nurtured the farm with a range 
of diverse sheep breeds, he said.

At the heart of Uzair's vision 
along with his younger brother 
lies an ambition to tap technol-
ogy with traditional farming 
practices. He said that with his 
expertise in software develop-
ment, he is diligently crafting 
specialised software aimed at 
streamlining sheep farming.

Uzair claimed his novel innova-
tive tool will revolutionise record-
keeping by tracking the birth cycles 
and lineage of each sheep, provid-
ing invaluable insights for efficient 

management.
"I have already begun laying 

the groundwork for the software, 
focusing on developing robust 

algorithms and sophisticated 
analytics," he said.

Beyond technological prowess 
lies his brother Umair's hands-on 

approach to farm management, 
from monitoring fodder supplies 
to ensuring timely vaccinations.

Umar said, "Our sheep are 
exclusively farm-raised, receiving 
top-tier care and attention. We 
prioritise their nutrition and 
health, ensuring they thrive in 
their natural habitat."

For the Dar brothers, their 
farm represents more than just 
a livelihood as it embodies a vision 
of sustainable prosperity. With 
their eyes set on the upcoming 
Eid-Ul-Adha festival, they are 
gearing up to showcase their 
reared sheep, confident in their 
ability to provide quality produce 
and fetch good sales.

Simultaneous Assembly Polls crucial to 
restoring democracy in J&K: G.A.Mir tells EC

Urges the Commission to announce dates for both LS, Assembly polls

NEW DELHI, MAR 15: Apart from 
Lok Sabha elections, simultaneous 
Assembly elections are crucial to 
restoring democracy in Jammu and 
Kashmir. It is paramount to ensure 
that democratic rights in the UT are 
restored, for that matter Election 
Commission of India (ECI) should 
announce dates for simultaneous 
assembly elections.

All India Congress Committee 
(AICC) General Secretary & Former 
J&K Pradesh Congress Committee 
President Ghulam Ahmad Mir said 
this on Saturday.

AICC General Secretary said that 
conducting simultaneous assembly 

elections in J&K is paramount, crucial 
to restoring democracy and demo-
cratic rights of people in the UT, for 

that it is essential that EC should 
announce dates for both Lok Sabha 
and Assembly Elections. J&K has not 
witnessed Elections for the last ten 
years, so it is definitely a high time 
when the simultaneous Assembly 
Polls should be conducted in the UT.

People of J&K have no expectations 
from the BJP Govt, which is fully 
responsible for assaulting the democ-
racy and democratic rights of people. 
The much-awaited Assembly polls 
must be announced forthwith, Mir 
added and reiterated that EC should 
announce dates for simultaneous 
Assembly elections ensuring that 
democracy is restored in the UT.

First Friday of Ramadhan: Hundreds of 
devotees throng Jamia Masjid, Hazratbal shrine

MIRWAIZ UMAR HIGHLIGHTS SIGNIFICANCE OF SACRED MONTH, SAYS INADEQUATE ELECTRICITY
INCREASE HARDSHIPS OF PEOPLE; MARKETS WEAR FESTIVE LOOK ACROSS CITY

SRINAGAR, MAR 15: On the 
first Friday of Ramadhan, the 
historic Jamia Masjid in Old city 
here and Dargah Hazratbal shrine 
witnessed a massive rush of 
devotees as the people from dif-
ferent parts of thronged the reli-
gious places today to participate 
in the mandatory congregation-
al prayers.

Emotional scenes were wit-
nessed during the prayers as the 
devotees were seen seeking 
mercy from Almighty during the 
sacred month of Ramadhan.

According to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the biggest congregation-
al prayers were witnessed at the 
two religious places where special 
arrangements were made by the 
authorities to ensure better facil-
ities to the devotees.

Special prayers were made on 
the occasion at both the places.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who 
delivered sermons for the first 
time in the month of Ramadhan 

after the scrapping of Article 370 
on August 05, 2019, highlighted 
the teachings of Islam and also 
the significance of the sacred 
month of Ramadhan.

Mirwaiz appealed to all sects 
and organisations -religious, 
social or political to rise above 
personal and sectarian interests 
and ensure unity and brother-
hood among the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir to preserve and 
protect its collective identity. He 
said that the best way to ensure 
collectivism is by following basic 
human, moral and religious prin-
ciples and values. Otherwise in 
fighting and one upmanship will 
make us perish. 

Addressing the youth, Mirwaiz 
said that they are the future of 
this place and through pursuance 
of education and awareness that 
will bring out their inner capa-
bilities and consciousness they 
can help shape a just and prosper-
ous community.

Appealing to the authorities 

Mirwaiz said that they should 
listen to the voice of peoples col-
lective conscience and uncondi-
tionally release prisoners who are 
in jails in jammu and Kashmir and 
all over India, as a gesture of good 
will in the holy month of Ramzan.

Mirwaiz said that it is incum-
bent upon authorities to address 
the issues of people including the 
lack of electricity, that has 
increased the hardships for peo-
ple especially in the holy month 
of Ramzan, particularly for the 

poor who don’t have alternative 
means.

Mirwaiz said that authorities 
should address this issue at the 
earliest, as they have the means 
to do so. He said the condition of 
roads is pathetic making com-
muting a nightmare.

Meanwhile, the devotees 
sought forgiveness from the 
Almighty.

Moreover, the markets in and 
around the twin religious places 
wore festive looks today as the 
devotees after participating in 
the prayers, were seen buying 
essentials, clothes and other stuff.

At Jamia Masjid as well as at 
Dargah Hazratbal, the markets 
remained abuzz with the shop-
pers throughout the day.

Pertinently, Waqf Board and 
Anjuman-e-Auqaf Jamia Masjid 
had made elaborate arrange-
ments for the holy month of 
Ramadhan to ensure that the 
devotees visiting the places will 
not face any hardships.

Young para-cricketer 
Aamir Hussain thanks GoI, 

Sachin Tendulkar for 
opportunity in ISPL

‘LOSING A PART OF BODY IS NOT 
THE END OF LIFE’

ANANTNAG, MAR 15: Aamir Hussain, a young 
para-cricketer from south Kashmir's Anantnag 
district, expressed heartfelt gratitude to the Govern-
ment of India and legendary cricketer Sachin Ten-
dulkar for granting him the opportunity to play in 
the Indian Street Premier League (ISPL).

Speaking with the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), Aamir, hailing from Waghama Bijbe-
hara, said that playing alongside legends like Sachin 
Tendulkar was a lifelong dream come true. He expressed 

his joy in spending time with Bollywood superstars 
like Amitabh Bachchan and Akshay Kumar, who 
appreciated his journey through life's challenges and 
encouraged him to continue inspiring others.

Aamir recounted a childhood accident at his 
family's sawmill that resulted in the loss of both his 
hands. Despite facing discouragement from relatives 
and others who believed his life was over, he remained 
steadfast in his determination.

“Today, those same relatives and other people 
acknowledge my remarkable achievements, resil-
ience and spirit,” he said.

Aamir has honed his skills to bowl with his leg 
and bat by holding the bat between his neck and 
shoulder.

“One should never lose hope,” he stressed. “Under 
all circumstances, one must keep going and make 
efforts to do better so as to become independent. 
Losing a part of the body isn't the end of life.” Prais-
ing Aamir's remarkable feats, Sachin Tendulkar 
lauded him for making the impossible possible.

The Adani Foundation also announced its com-
mitment to support Aamir Hussain Lone in his 
journey by offering him all possible assistance.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR  
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS & 

DEATHS BLOCK PAHALGAM
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in 

respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.  

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
This office is in receipt of representation from: 

MOHAMMAD RAFIQ GOJER CHOHAN S/O 
MIRYA  GOJER CHOHAN R/O, LEHANDAGAM    
Tehsil PAHALGAM   District ANANTNAG  for 
issuance of Birth Certificate in favour of my   
daughter namely  ULFAT  JAN    D/O MOHAM-
MAD RAFIQ GOJER CHOHAN  R/O LEHANDA-
GAM   D.O.B as per documents is 01 /03/2011& 
event shown to be occurred at home   In this con-
nection if anyone have any objection in the regis-
tration of birth  certificate shall present his/her 
claim to this office  /BDO office PAHALGAM  
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be   
entertained.

           REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH 
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE PAHALGAM

DC Baramulla kick starts a mega Chinar Plantation Drive at Uri
Urges for collective action from all for protection of our environment

 � HT News Network

BARAMULLA, MARCH 15: 
The Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, in 
presence of Director Floricul-
ture Kashmir, Farooq Ahmad 
Rather Friday kick-started a 
mega Chinar plantation drive 
at Uri, here.

SDM Uri, Javaid Ahmad 
Rather; Commander 12 Infan-
try, Brigade Kuldeep Singh Dyha 
and District Floriculture Officer 

Baramulla were present at the 
event.

The plantation drive wit-
nessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from officials, local com-
munit y members,  and 
volunteers, all joining hands to 
contribute to the greening of 
their surroundings.

The event kicked off with a 
ceremonial planting of Chinar 
sapling, symbolizing the com-
mitment of the authorities and 
the community towards a 
greener and healthier environ-

ment.The Floriculture Depart-
ment's initiative represents a 
significant stride in the conser-
vation of Chinar trees, the 
population of which has been 
steadily declining. Over 100 
Chinar plants were planted dur-
ing this event, emphasizing the 
importance of preserving this 
iconic species.

Minga Sherpa commended 
the efforts of the Floriculture 
Department for organizing such 
initiatives with an aim to pre-
serve biodiversity and combat 

climate change.The DC further 
emphasized the need for col-
lective action and urged every-
one to take responsibility for 
nurturing and protecting 
nature for future generations.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Director, Floriculture 
department, Kashmir said that 
the department will be distrib-
uting over 10,000 Chinar sap-
lings free of charge to enhance 
the region's green cover and 
environmental sustainability.

DC Budgam inaugurates Children's Park & Open Gym 
facility at Migrant Pandit Colony, Sheikhpora

 � HT News Network

BUDGAM, MARCH 15: 
The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC), Budgam, Akshay 
Labroo today inaugurated 
a children’s park, a senior 
citizen’s park and open gym 
facility at Migrant Pandit 
Colony, Sheikhpora.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC said that the 
District Administration 
Budgam, under the direc-
tions of Hon’ble LG Admin-
istration has contributed 

and developed twin Parks 
within the Sheikhpora 
colony to ensure better 
facilities to the residents 
here.

The DC said that the 
same was demanded by the 
members during the last 
interaction with them.

He complimented offi-
cers of the concerned exe-
cuting agency for complet-
ing the development of 
these parks in a short span 
of time and dedicating the 
same to the families resid-
ing at the Migrant Pandit 
Colony.

He said that under the 
directions of Hon’ble LG 
Administration, the District 
Administration is focusing 
on creation of various oth-
er infrastructure projects 
to provide better facilities 
to the Kashmiri pandits, 
Kashmiri migrants and PM- 
package employees at 
Sheikhpora.

During his visit to Kash-
miri Pandit Colony, the DC 
met members of the Pandit 
community and listened to 
them.

He said the parks with 
the open gym facility, 

swings for the kids, bench-
es, have the best possible 
recreational infrastructure 
available for the children 
and senior citizens of the 
colony.

He said that he was 
happy to inaugurate these 
parks, which he said were 
constructed and thrown 
open in a very short span 
of time.

The DC was accompa-
nied by SE R&B, CPO, Exec-
utive Engineers of R&B, 
Tehsildar, DMO and other 
concerned officers and offi-
cials.

My Son's  name in DATE OF BIRTH certificate   
has been wrongly written as ABDUL HANNAN 
TELI  while his  correct name is ZIYAN ALTAF 
TELI  bearing registration No B- 2023 -1-05261-
000184 which needs to be corrected ..if anybody 
has any objection in this regard he /she may file 
his/her objection in the (B D O) office WAGOORA 
within a period of seven days from the date  pub-
lication of this notice After that no objection shall 
be  entertained.

 NAMED...MOHD ALTAF TELI  
S/O ...ABDUL RASHID TELI  

F/O. ..ZIYAN ALTAF TELI 
R/O ..SHEIKHPORA  

TEHSIL...KREERI

PUBLIC NOTICE

ADC Handwara kick-starts 
Plantation drive at Hand-
wara, Langate

 � HT News Network

KUPWARA, MARCH 15: The Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Handwara, Aziz Ahmad Rather today 
kick-started plantation drive at Children Park Handwara 
and Public Park Langate by planting Chinar saplings.

The Plantation drive was conducted by the Floriculture 
department under the theme of Saving Chinar Trees. It 
was informed that the plantation drive was carried out 
in the entire valley and a set target of 10,000 chinar 
saplings has to be achieved.

On the occasion, the ADC impressed upon the con-
cerned officers to encourage the people to plant more 
and more trees in their surroundings for a healthy and 
clean environment.

Later, the ADC inspected various examination centres 
established in different schools of Handwara sub-division 
including Government Higher Secondary School Qalam-
abad.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR  
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS & 

DEATHS BLOCK WAGOORA
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in 

respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.  

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
This office is in receipt of representation from MEENA 

BEGUM    W/O GHULAM MOHI UD DIN BHAT   R/O, 
WAGOORA    Tehsil wagoora  District Baramulla for 
issuance of Birth Certificate in favour of my son  name-
ly  KAISER AHMAD BHAT  S/O GHULAM MOHI UD 
DIN BHAT    R/O WAGOORA   D.O.B as per documents 
is 22 /03/2009 & event shown to be occurred at home   In 
this connection if anyone have any objection in the 
registration of birth  certificate shall present his/her 
claim to this office or Tehsildar Kreeri/Wagoora /BDO 
office Wagoora within 07 days, after that no objection 
shall be   entertained.

           REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH 
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE WAGOORA)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR  
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS & 

DEATHS BLOCK WAGOORA
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in 

respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.  

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
This office is in receipt of representation from:SUMEE 

JEHN   W/O PARVEZ AHMAD WANI  R/O, DOLIPORA 
KREERI    Tehsil KREERI District Baramulla for issu-
ance of Birth Certificate in favour of my  daughters    
namely MAIRA PARVEZ   D/O PARVEZ AHMAD  
WANI R/O DOLIPORA KREERI  D.O.B as per docu-
ments is 03/08/2019 & event shown to be occurred at 
(SDH) kreeri  In this connection if anyone have any 
objection in the registration of birth  certificate shall 
present his/her claim to this office or Tehsildar Kreeri/
Wagoora /BDO office Wagoora within 07 days, after that 
no objection shall be   entertained.

           REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH 
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE WAGOORA)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR  
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS & 

DEATHS BLOCK WAGOORA
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in 

respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.  

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
This office is in receipt of representation from GH-

ULAM MOHI UD DIN  RATHER   R/O, WALRAMAN  
Tehsil wagoora   District Baramulla for issuance of 
DEATH  Certificate in favour of my  wife    namely JANA  
BEGUM W/O GHULAM MOHI - UD - DIN RATHER   D 
/O LATE GHULAM QADIR DAR  R/O WALRAMAN  
D.O.D as per documents is 24/
12/2015 & event has been o to  be occured  at home In 

this connection if anyone have any objection in the 
registration of birth  certificate shall present his/her 
claim to this office or Tehsildar Kreeri/Wagoora /BDO 
office Wagoora within 07 days, after that no objection 
shall be   entertained.

           REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH 
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE WAGOORA)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR  
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR BIRTHS & 

DEATHS BLOCK PAHALGAM
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in 

respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.  

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
This office is in receipt of representation from: 

GHULAM RASOOL WANI  R/O, LIDROO PA-
HALGAM    Tehsil PAHALGAM   District AN-
ANTNAG  for issuance of Birth Certificate in fa-
vour of    daughter namely  AUFPA RASOOL  D/O 
GHULAM RASOOL WANI   R/O LIDROO  D.O.B 
as per documents is 18/10/2010 & event shown to 
be occurred at home   In this connection if anyone 
have any objection in the registration of birth  
certificate shall present his/her claim to this office 
BDO office PAHALGAM  within 07 days, after that 
n o  o b j e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e    e n t e r t a i n e d . 

           REGISTRATION BIRTH & DEATH 
(BLOCK DEVELOPMENT OFFICE PAHALGAM
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Exhibition cum Workshop on promotion of Beekeeping begins at Samba
District Development Commissioner welcomes ground-breaking initiative

 � HT News Network

SAMBA, MARCH 15: District Development Commis-
sioner Samba, Abhishek Sharma today led the inaugura-
tion of a one-day Exhibition, Conference, and Workshop 
aimed at promoting beekeeping organised under the 
HADP. The event, graced by the presence of District 
Development Council Chairman Keshav Dutt, Chief 
Agriculture Officer Samba Madan Gopal Singh, and 
other esteemed senior officers of the Department, marked 
a significant milestone in the agricultural landscape of 
the region.

District Development Commissioner Abhishek Sharma 
commended the Department of Agriculture Samba for 
its proactive initiative in organizing such a pivotal event. 
He underscored the importance of such gatherings in 
empowering farmers and beekeepers, highlighting their 
role in fostering innovation and growth in the farming 
sector. Sharma's active engagement with the exhibition 
stalls showcased his commitment to gaining firsthand 

knowledge of the latest advancements in agriculture.
In his address, Sharma urged officers from various 

departments to follow suit in organizing similar events, 
emphasizing their potential to deliver tangible benefits 
to the farming community. His call for collaborative 
efforts resonated with the audience, reflecting a shared 
commitment to agricultural development.

District Development Council Chairman, Keshav Dutt 
lauded the efforts of the Department of Agriculture 
Samba in orchestrating the event. He underscored the 
importance of showcasing cutting-edge technology to 
farmers, emphasizing its transformative potential in 
enhancing productivity and sustainability in agriculture.

The event also featured a technical session, providing 
attendees with an enriching platform to delve into the 
intricacies of beekeeping under the ambient of HADP. 
Participants gleaned invaluable insights from experts, 
fostering knowledge exchange and capacity building in 
the sector.

As the day concluded, the palpable enthusiasm and 
camaraderie among participants underscored the success 
of the event in fostering collaboration and driving inno-
vation in the agriculture sector.

DDC reviews performance of 
departments under District 

Capex Budget in Reasi
 � HT News Network 

REASI, MARCH 15: District Development Commis-
sioner Reasi, Vishesh Mahajan today reviewed the phys-
ical and financial progress under various schemes of the 
district capex budget here at a meeting of stakeholder 
departments. The meeting, held in the DDC office, assessed 
the progress of the RDD, Jal Shakti, JPDCL, PWD, and 
PMGSY departments.The DDC emphasized the need to 
complete the pending works in the next 10 days. He 
directed the concerned departments to identify bottle-
necks and take necessary measures to ensure timely 
completion of projects.Detailed discussions were held 
on the status of ongoing projects, allocation of funds and 
measures to ensure achievement of the targets. He urged 
officials to maintain transparency and accountability in 
the implementation of schemes and projects.DDC direct-
ed the officers for regular field visits to ensure works are 
executed on time and under set quality parameters. He 
urged all stakeholders to redouble their efforts and work 
with dedication towards realizing the vision of a prosper-
ous and vibrant district.SE Romesh Kumar, Joint Director 
Planning Narinder Kumar, ACD Pardeep Kumar, Xen PWD 
and PMGSY, CEO, BDO’s and other senior officers were 
present in the meeting.

Swachhta Ki Pathshala Initiative launched 
to foster clean, garbage free Jammu City

 � HT News Network  

JAMMU, MARCH 15: 
To promote cleanliness 
awareness and propel 
Jammu towards becom-
ing a garbage-free city, 
a pioneering initiative 
titled "Swachhta Ki 
Pathshala" was inaugu-
rated here today.Spear-
headed by Big FM's RJ 
Juhi, in collaboration 
with the Jammu Munic-
ipal Corporation's (JMC) 
IEC Team, the event wit-
nessed the participation 
of Swachhta Brand 

Ambassador, Arnavi 
Sharma, alongside the 
dedicated health offi-
cers and staff of JMC.

The launch event took 
place at Gandhi Nagar's 
bustling Gole Market, 
where citizens, shop-

keepers, and hoteliers 
congregated to lend 
their support to this 
noble cause. The occa-
sion was marked by an 
interactive session 
facilitated by RJ Juhi and 
the IEC team, encourag-

ing active engagement 
from all stakeholders.

One of the highlights 
of the event was the 
involvement of the citi-
zens themselves, who 
shared their thoughts 
and commitments on a 
whiteboard prominent-
ly displayed at the Path-
shala. Through this 
gesture, they pledged to 
conscientiously spread 
awareness and uphold 
cleanliness standards, 
thereby contributing to 
the transformation of 
Jammu into a pristine 
and garbage-free city.

Govt plans Pilgrimage Rejuvenation, Spiritual 
Augmentation of Purmandal Uttarbehni Circuit

Director Tourism & DC Samba conduct on spot assessment  
 � HT News Network 

SAMBA, MARCH 15: 
Director Tourism Jammu, 
Vivekanand Rai, Deputy 
Commissioner Samba, 
Abhishek Sharma and 
other officials conducted a 
joint tour of Purmandal 
Uttarbehni Circuit to initi-
ate the Pilgrimage Rejuve-
nation and Spiritual Aug-
mentation Drive (PRASAD) 
scheme in the region.

The initiative aims to 
transform Purmandal/
Utterbehni into an unparal-
leled spiritual destination, 
offering pilgrims a journey 
imbued with tranquility 
and reverence. Discussions 
focused on infrastructure 
enhancements, landscape 
architecture, and cultural 

preservation, ensuring a 
holistic pilgrimage experi-
ence.

The efforts will be made 
to preserve the region's 
natural and spiritual value.

Deputy Commissioner 
directed sanitation efforts 
in Devika and Purmandal, 

emphasizing a commit-
ment to maintaining a pris-
tine environment for pil-
grims and visitors.

The PRASAD scheme sets 
forth a transformative jour-
ney, inviting pilgrims and 
travelers to rediscover 
spirituality and culture at 

Purmandal/Utterbehni. 
Director Tourism Jammu, 
Vivekanand Rai, Deputy 
Commissioner Samba, 
Abhishek Sharma and 
other officials conducted a 
joint tour of Purmandal 
Uttarbehni Circuit to initi-
ate the Pilgrimage Rejuve-
nation and Spiritual Aug-
mentation Drive (PRASAD) 
scheme in the region.

The initiative aims to 
transform Purmandal/
Utterbehni into an unparal-
leled spiritual destination, 
offering pilgrims a journey 
imbued with tranquility 
and reverence. Discussions 
focused on infrastructure 
enhancements, landscape 
architecture, and cultural 
preservation, ensuring a 
holistic pilgrimage experi-
ence.

Parliamentary Elections
DM, SSP discuss action plan 
with sectoral officers  

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 15: District Magistrate, Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya and Senior Superintendent of Police Dr. Vinod 
Kumar today convened a comprehensive meeting, here 
in the Teachers’ Bhawan, to discuss action plan Sector 
Officers and Police Sector Officers in anticipation of the   
Parliamentary Elections.

The DM urged officers to exhibit proactive measures 
and foster seamless coordination in their duties. He 
emphasised the paramount importance of sensitivity 
mapping of polling stations and advocated for preemp-
tive categorisation to ensure optimal security measures 
and the unhindered progress of the polling process.

In the meeting held the other day, officers were dili-
gently briefed on their respective responsibilities. They 
were briefed about Model Code of Conduct and the 
crucial role they play in maintaining the integrity of the 
electoral process.

SSP, Dr. Vinod Kumar reiterated the vital role of the 
police officers in ensuring the smooth conduct of elec-
tions, instilling motivation and determination among 
the attendees.Other officers present in the meeting were 
Additional District Magistrate, Shishir Gupta and SP 
North Jammu, Shivam Siddharth besides others.

SSP, Dr. Vinod Kumar reiterated the vital role of the 
police officers in ensuring the smooth conduct of elec-
tions, instilling motivation and determination among 
the attendees.Other officers present in the meeting were 
Additional District Magistrate, Shishir Gupta and SP 
North Jammu, Shivam Siddharth besides others.

Reasi: Political representatives 
briefed about MCC, ethics of 

election campaigning  
 � HT News Network

REASI, MARCH 15: District Election Officer Reasi, 
Vishesh Mahajan, today met with representatives of the 
political parties to brief them about the Model Code of 
conduct and discuss the prescribed procedure for conduct 
of smooth and transparent electoral process.

  Additional Deputy Commissioner Kul Bhushan Kha-
juria, Nodal officer for Model Code of Conduct, briefed 
the participants about the Model Code of Conduct, 
emphasizing the need to adhere to ethical campaigning 
practices.The District Treasury Officer Qamar Rehman, 
Nodal officer expenditure monitoring, highlighted the 
importance of financial transparency in election cam-
paigns. Additionally, District Information Officer Nasir 
Ahmed, Nodal officer media briefed the political party 
representatives about the media certification process, 
emphasizing the role of media in ensuring fair and unbi-
ased coverage of the election process.

The DEO urged the political parties to cooperate with 
the administration to facilitate free, fair and peaceful 
elections. He emphasized the need to adherence to the 
Model Code of Conduct and urged parties to uphold 
democratic values during the election process.

The meeting was attended by representatives of sev-
eral political parties and assured their full cooperation 
in adhering to the guidelines of the MCC and all other 
norms / guidelines set by the ECI.PO Poshan Mohd Anwar 
Banday, ACR Anshumali Sharma, Dy. DEO Rakesh Kumar, 
BDO Reasi and representatives of political parties also 
present in the meeting.

Public Park inaugurated at 
Gulabgarh-Paddar, work in 

progress on several RDD projects
 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, MARCH 15: A pub-
lic park developed by the Rural 
Development Department was 
inaugurated today at Gulabgarh 
by local DDC Councilor Hari Kris-
han Chauhan in presence of Assis-
tant Commissioner Development 
(ACD), Phulail Singh.After the 
inauguration, a comprehensive 
review meeting was convened in 
the Block Development Office 
(BDO) Gulabgarh, where office 
staff members briefed about the 
progress and challenges encoun-
tered in the execution of these 
projects. DDC Chauhan and ADC 

actively engaged with the local 
populace to gauge their feedback 
and address any concerns they 
may have regarding the ongoing 
developmental endeavors. This 
interactive session underscored 
the commitment of the district 
administration towards fostering 
inclusive development and ensur-
ing that the aspirations of the local 
community are duly met.The 
inspection and subsequent 
engagements underscore the 
relentless efforts of the adminis-
tration towards the holistic devel-
opment of rural areas, with a focus 
on enhancing infrastructure, pro-
moting sustainable agricultural 
practices, and fostering.

Kathua Admin discusses preparations 
for Lok Sabha Elections-2024

Key officials briefed about Role, responsibilities

 � HT News Network 

KATHUA, MARCH 15:   Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kathua, Dr. Rahul 
Minhas who is also District Election 
Officer (DEO) today convened a meet-
ing  of Nodal Officers responsible for 
overseeing the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha General Elections 2024.

The meeting held here in the VC 
Room of the DC office complex, 
focused on ensuring the readiness 
and efficiency of all officers involved 
in the electoral process.

Crucial aspects of the elections 
were addressed, and the Nodal Offi-
cers were briefed comprehensively 
about their role and responsibilities 
within their respective jurisdictions. 
Discussions encompassed opera-
tional, logistical, and administrative 

matters essential for the smooth con-
duct of the electoral process.

The DC emphasized the need for 
Nodal Officers to remain well-
equipped and proactive in their roles, 
highlighting the importance of adher-
ing strictly to electoral laws, regula-
tions, and ethical standards. The 
integrity and fairness of the elec-
toral process were underlined as key 
priorities.

Furthermore, strategies for con-
ducting voter awareness campaigns 
and initiatives to boost voter par-
ticipation were discussed to ensure 
inclusivity and democracy in the 
elections. The DC reiterated the sig-
nificance of the Nodal Officers' roles 
in upholding democratic values and 
principles, stressing their proactive 
engagement and commitment to 
transparency, impartiality, and effi-
ciency in the electoral process.

The meeting was attended in per-
son by Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Ranjit Singh, ACR Vishav Partap 
Singh, SDM Rakesh Kumar, and all 
appointed Nodal Officers, with vir-
tual participation from ADCs and 
SDM from other regions, highlighting 
the collaborative effort to ensure a 
successful electoral process in Kath-
ua district.

Director Agriculture Jammu unveils Innovative 
Grain Safe Bag for Enhanced Grain Storage  

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 15: 
Director Agriculture Jam-
mu, S. Arvinder Singh Reen 
today unveiled the cutting 
edge Grain Safe Bag for 
improved and chemical 
free grain storage.

The inauguration cere-
mony included a demon-
stration of the Grain Safe 
Bag, showcasing its supe-
rior capabilities and ben-
efits to attendees. The dem-
onstration programme 

showcased the efficacy and 
potential of this revolution-
ary storage solution for 
mitigating post-harvest 
losses and ensuring food 
security. The attendees 
witnessed firsthand the 
practical application of 
storage bags in preserving 
various types of grains, 
including wheat, rice and 
maize.

The Grain Safe Bag rep-
resents a paradigm shift in 
grain storage, offering 
unparalleled benefits to 
farmers and agricultural 

stakeholders. It ensures the 
preservation of grains with-
out the need for harmful 
chemicals. The Grain Safe 
Bag offers a novel approach 
to grain storage, particu-
larly in regions prone to 
environmental challenges 
such as pests, moisture, and 
mold. Its durable, hermet-
ic design creates an airtight 
environment, effectively 
safeguarding grains against 
spoilage and maintaining 
their quality over extended 
periods.

Director expressed 

enthusiasm about the 
potential of the Grain Safe 
Bag to revolutionize grain 
storage practices and 
enhance the livelihoods of 
farmers. He emphasized 
the importance of adopting 
innovative solutions to 
enhance agricultural pro-
ductivity and sustainabil-
ity. He stated, "The Grain 
Safe Bag represents a sig-
nificant advancement in 
grain storage technology, 
offering our farmers a reli-
able means to protect their 
harvests and maximize 
their yields.

The demonstration pro-
gramme drew participa-
tion from agricultural 
extension officers, key offi-
cials from the Department 
of Agriculture, field staff 
and representatives from 
various stakeholders in the 
agriculture sector. Attend-
ees expressed enthusiasm 
for the Grain Safe Bag and 
expressed their eagerness 
to incorporate it into the 
farming practices
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They got the knowledge 

about different mountain 

peaks, main rivers 

originating from the 

Himalayas and the 

percentage of people 

dwelling in different 

countries beneath the 

mountain ranges while 

going through this question 

paper. Students felt like 

being in learning labs while 

turning the pages of 

question paper. Question 

no 2 was based on some 

poetic couplets, it's five 

parts were multiple choice 

questions, students without 

encountering any difficulty 

chose the right answer.

Ramadan and 
Kashmir's Power Crisis

As the holy month of Ramadan dawns upon 
Kashmir, a region already burdened with myr-
iad challenges, its people find themselves 
grappling with an additional ordeal - a severe 
power crisis. The specter of prolonged power 
outages during Iftar and Sehri time casts a 
shadow over the auspicious month, leaving 
families and communities in distress.

The situation is particularly dire as the daily 
rhythm of fasting, prayers, and communal 
meals is disrupted by frequent power cuts. For 
many, Iftar, the breaking of the fast at sunset, 
and Sehri, the pre-dawn meal before the fast 
begins, are moments of spiritual reflection and 
communal gathering. However, with the uncer-
tainty of electricity supply, these cherished 
traditions are marred by frustration and incon-
venience.

The Power Development Department (PDD) 
has offered assurances of reduced curtailment 
during Ramadan, offering a glimmer of hope 
to the beleaguered populace. Yet, skepticism 
looms large as past promises have often failed 
to materialize into tangible relief. The recurring 
power crisis underscores systemic inefficiencies 
and infrastructural deficiencies that continue 
to plague the region.

Beyond the inconvenience, the power crisis 
exacerbates socio-economic disparities, dis-
proportionately impacting vulnerable com-
munities who struggle to afford alternative 
sources of energy. Students preparing for 
exams, businesses striving to operate amidst 
power cuts, and healthcare facilities reliant on 
uninterrupted electricity face heightened chal-
lenges during this critical period.

While the authorities pledge remedial mea-
sures, the enduring power crisis demands a 
comprehensive and sustainable solution. Invest-
ments in infrastructure, renewable energy 
initiatives, and effective governance are imper-
ative to mitigate the recurring plight of power 
shortages in Kashmir.

As Kashmiris navigate through the sacred 
month of Ramadan, they do so with resilience 
and solidarity, steadfast in their hope for a 
brighter, more empowered future. It is incum-
bent upon the authorities to honor their com-
mitment, alleviate the suffering of the people, 
and ensure that the radiance of Ramadan is not 
dimmed by the darkness of power shortages.

 � Rayees Ahmad Kumar

Schools in the Kashmir valley 
reopened after a hiatus of more than 
two months of winter vacations. With 
the introduction of March session last 
year to make it uniform all over the 
country, students of all classes had 
already geared up to face the yearly 
annual exams. District Institute of 
Education and Trainings(DIETs) of all 
the districts of valley had finalized the 
datesheet of primary and upper pri-
mary classes well before the school 
Reopening. State Council for Education 
Research and Training (SCERT) Srinagar, 
also made the datesheet of class 8th 
public couple of weeks ago.

Accordingly the examination of 
class 8th of Kashmir division com-
menced on 13th of March. Students 
faced the first paper of Urdu amid a 
pleasing smile on their faces, as the 
paper Setter had taken into account 
not only the cognitive abilities of stu-
dents but also their aspirations into his 
mind. The question paper was prepared 
so nicely that it recieved applause from 
both teachers and students. Parents 
too expressed their satisfaction over 
the standard and level of the question 
paper.

It was divided into four parts com-
prising of eleven questions in all. The 
first part to assess the reading com-

prehension of students, comprised of 
a brief paragraph on Himalayas moun-
tain range, followed by a set of five 
questions which the students had to 
answer. The paragraph was so com-
prehensive and easy to understand 
that students wrote the answers with 
ease. It was loaded with crucial infor-
mation and students learned a lot about 
Himalayas alongside sitting in the 
exam.

They got the knowledge about dif-
ferent mountain peaks, main rivers 
originating from the Himalayas and 
the percentage of people dwelling in 
different countries beneath the moun-
tain ranges while going through this 
question paper. Students felt like being 
in learning labs while turning the 
pages of question paper. Question no 
2 was based on some poetic couplets, 
it's five parts were multiple choice 
questions, students without encounter-
ing any difficulty chose the right 
answer.

It was a poem written about the 
beauty and resources of poet's home-
land. Question no 3 was again asked 
to check the learning ability of the 
students in the form of a brief paragraph 
but this one chosen from the textbook. 
It was a nicely written paragraph about 
safron and safron fields of Pampore 
Kashmir. It also had five part questions 
which were comfortably answered by 
students. Part second of the question 
paper was from the grammar portion. 
Five different sentances were written 
on the paper and students had to choose 
a noun, adjective, verb, subject and 
predicate from these sentences just to 
check their linguistic skills.

Two more questions from part sec-
ond, were designed to check religious 
knowledge and plurals of some words. 
In part third of the paper, students were 
given two choices to write an essay 
about 100-150 words just to check their 

writing ability and skill. In it's other 
two questions, students were asked to 
write an application or letter and to 
use some phrasal words in their own 
sentances.

The Last and fourth part of the ques-
tion paper, dealt with some questions 
from prose and poetry lessons of the 
book which the students were asked 
to give answers with a wide range of 

choice. After many years I have gone 
through a question paper that was not 
just designed to check the learning 
comprehension and a vast amount of 
knowledge students had acquired dur-
ing the academic session but they were 
this time relieved off the stress which 
they would usually accompany to their 
exam halls.

Besides being easy to understand, 
the question paper provided them what 
they needed at the right moment. 
Alongside writing the answers to the 
questions in the exam hall, examinees 
acquired extra amount of information 
which they previously lacked while 
going through the pages of the paper. 
The question paper seemed an outcome 
of extensive consultations with stake-
holders, experts and research work of 
months together.

Persons from SCERT, associated 
with the formulation of such question 
papers need to be appreciated and they 
deserve special recognition for discov-
ering the latest scale of measuring 
students abilities without drowning 
them in the well of exam-phobia. If the 
trend goes on, not only the enrollment 
in public schools will see a surge but 
the entire educational scenario will be 
transformed.

Need of the hour is to embrace such 
paper setup both at SCERT and BOSE 
level, so that our coming generations 
would ingest a bulk of information 
while sitting in the examination hall 
and examophobia will no longer haunt 
them. It will definitely have positive 
repercussions and students will enjoy 
to sit in the examination rather to get 
in melancholy. It will pave the way for 
their easy cracking of recruitment exams 
through various recruiting agencies like 
JK SSRB, JK PSC and SSC etc 

Writer is a columnist hailing 
from Qazigund Kashmir.

Teaching Weak Students
 � By MooL Raj

Parents should pay close 
attention to their children’s 
learning difficulties so that they 
can acquire reading skills with 
full understanding and not be 
disadvantaged in the future 
based on lack of familiarity with 
reading skills.

Due to the lack of familiar-
ity with the correct teaching 
method, children may have dif-
ficulty learning and especially 
reading. Like weakness and 
hesitation in reading, weakness 
in spelling and poor retention.

According to Renowned 
Educationists the biggest dif-
ficulty a student faces in reading 
is matching the letter and its 
sound. Then it becomes difficult 
to make a word out of the words. 
Similarly, there is difficulty in 
remembering and understand-

ing words that have a slight 
difference in form. How to over-
come reading difficulties?

This can be controlled by 
following the points given 
below.

1. The sooner a child’s condi-
tion is diagnosed, the more 
likely it is to overcome reading 
difficulties. When you find out 
where the child is having dif-
ficulty, You will avoid many 
problems later on.

2. Parents should understand 
the nature of their children’s 
problems and cooperate with 
the school in solving them.

3. To provide an environment 
conducive to learning and 
understanding that is free from 
all distractions and stress. The 
school should collaborate in this 
matter on the basis of a special 
Remedial Teaching Programme 
in the School suitable for each 

child according to the type of 
reading difficulty.

4. Similarly, training to dis-

tinguish between adjacent 
sounds of letters, such as dis-
tinguishing between long and 

short vowels, and then training 
to combine letters to form sen-
tences.

5. Training to connect letters 
to form words and then sen-
tences, then reading the word 
and matching it to the meaning 
on the notebook or on the board, 
made clear and readable by the 
teacher.

5. Giving the child exercises 
at home or in the classroom that 
focus on engaging the mind 
during the reading proces,also 
activities that depend on visu-
al perception, visual memory, 
auditory perception and audi-
tory memory.

6. Trying to practice speed 
reading, where a text can be 
chosen to read in a certain 
amount of time.

Treatment of reading diffi-
culties

To provide an environment 
suitable for learning and to keep 
children away from anything that 
may cause confusion and spoil 

their concentration. Speaking 
clearly and loudly in front of the 
students, avoiding any wrong 
words in the language.Adopting 
a curriculum that engages chil-
dren and makes them interested 
in reading.Asking direct ques-
tions away from complications. 
Encouraging and encouraging 
children to participate and read 
aloud.

Writing clear vocabulary 
and readable texts for students.

Stay in touch with the par-
ents of the children. Educating 
them about the vulnerability 
of children, communicating 
with parents. In teaching weak 
children, it is not good to be 
patient, shout or scold and wait 
for quick results as it may take 
time.

The author is a columnist 
and freelance writer 

CLASS 8TH 
EXAM, PAPER 

SETTER 
DESERVES 
APPLAUSE 
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In 2023 , a study 
conducted by ( Institute of 

Mental Health and 
Neurosciences , Kashmir) 

revealed that the 
prevalence of Hepatitis C 
among drug abusers in 

Kashmir is 72%. The 
institute received 150 drug 

addiction cases per day.
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The Land-
Locked Kashmir

 � By MooL Raj

Historically, Kashmir has always 
been known as a land-locked country 
in the high Himalayan Mountains. In 
the earliest Chinese records Kashmir 
is described as, “a country enveloped 
on all sides like a precious jewel by 
the snowy mountains, with a valley 
in the south which leads up to it and 
serves as a gate of the Kingdom”. 
Famous Chinese traveller, Hiuen Tsang 
describes Kashmir which he calls 
Kia-shi-mi-lo as a country surround-
ed on all sides by very high mountains 
which have very narrow and con-
tracted passes for entry. According 
to him these natural bulwarks have 
protected the country from its neigh-
bours who have never succeeded in 
subduing it. The Greek chronicles also 
mention Kashmir as Kaspeira, a coun-
try surrounded by high mountains 
whose inhabitants are great foot-
walkers! In fact, this isolation of Kash-
mir in the high mountains allowed it 
to remain unmolested for a long time. 
In ancient Kashmir there used to be 
an official called the “Dawara Pati”, 
the guardian of the passes whose job 
was to keep an eye on all passes which 
were guarded by garrisons of soldiers.

The conquest of Kashmir by 
Mughals, even though through 
treachery, ended Kashmir’s isolation. 
However, even with the passing of 
the country from Mughals to Afghans, 
to Sikhs and finally to Dogras, the 
physical isolation continued. The only 
access was through the Jhelum Valley 
road along the River Jhelum. After, 
the events of 1947, even though Kash-
mir got disconnected from its Central 
Asian neighbours in the North, yet 
access became easier towards South. 
Finally, with the advent of civil avia-
tion, Kashmir is no longer a land 
locked and isolated “country”! The 
valley of Kashmir has become a glob-
al tourist destination and millions of 
tourists have been coming here from 
all over the globe.

Unfortunately, in spite of year 
round global access to the Kashmir 
valley, there are still some parts which 
remind one of the ancient land-locked 
Kashmir. These places get totally 
land-locked in winter, in some cases 

almost for six months or so. These 
include Gurez and Tilel Valleys; Kar-
nah; Wadwan Valley of Kishtwar. The 
other areas in the State which remain 
land-locked in winter are Ladakh 
where totally land-locked is the 
remote valley of Zanskar. In this mod-
ern age it is unthinkable of people 
getting totally isolated for months on 
end. They have no access either by 
road or by air. The people in these 
areas face not only a physical trauma 
but also a psychological one. Unfor-
tunately, most of the rulers in recent 
times have totally neglected this 
aspect of winter inaccessibility of 
these remote areas.

After a wait of decades, the govern-
ment has finally started work on the 
Zoji La tunnel to ensure year round 
access to Ladakh by road. This is a 
welcome step and one hopes the work 
would be completed on a fast track. 
It would have been ideal if notice of 
inaccessibility of other areas had also 
been taken. The long term accessibil-
ity of these areas would also require 
construction of tunnels below the 
passes which get closed in winter due 
to heavy snowfall. These include the 
Sadhna Pass, the Razdani Pass, the 
Simthan Pass, the Margan Pass and 
so on. These passes would need much 
shorter tunnels which may be cheap-
er and easier to construct. Let us hope 
the government keeps the require-
ments of these people living in remote 
areas in view and formulates a plan to 

make these accessible in winter also.
Pending construction of tunnels, 

the government could explore con-
necting these remote areas by short 
haul turbo-prop aircraft. These air-
craft do not need long and concrete 
runways and can land on small strips 
and in some cases even in plain fields. 
Air Asia and the Indigo Airlines do 
have these small turbo-prop aircraft 
and are operating services to some 
areas. The government needs to 
explore the possibility of inviting 
these airlines to survey the areas and 
start such short haul air services. Even 
these services could be subsidised to 
allow reasonable pricing of these 
flights. At the moment, some of these 
areas in the state are serviced by MI-17 
helicopters of IAF for which the gov-
ernment makes payments to the 
Ministry of Defence. Similar, treat-
ment needs to be given to the Zanskar 
area also which too remains totally 
cut off during winter. Here again 
sometime IAF courier services are 
operated. The worst part is the assis-
tance to sick people during winter. 
Sometimes the concerned Deputy 
Commissioners do requisition heli-
copters from the Air Force. However, 
providing of a regular short haul air 
service can ameliorate the suffering 
of these people till these are made 
accessible on a round the year basis.

The author is a columnist and 
freelance writer 

Drug Addiction
 � Mir Aunisa

Drug addiction is one of the rap-
idly growing problem in every cor-
ner of the world especially in our 
valley Kashmir . Drug is something 
which people use in order to get 
exciting feeling or they use it in order 
to forget about any problem by mak-
ing their body and mind unconscious 
or make them fall asleep. This men-
ace is demolishing our youth nowa-
days relentlessly. Some people do it 
by their own choice, some are 
addicted to it in order to maintain 
their prestige in any Peer group or 
society, Some do it accidentally and 
after that it make their lives hell .
When I thought about the ground 
situation I was flabbergasted. My 
mind is only questioning me ( who 
is responsible for this ?) ( Is youth 
themselves responsible for this?) 
There is a huge network who is put-
ting youth in this menace.

In 2023 , a study conducted by ( 
Institute of Mental Health and Neu-
rosciences , Kashmir) revealed that 
the prevalence of Hepatitis C among 
drug abusers in Kashmir is 72%. The 
institute received 150 drug addiction 
cases per day . It also found that over 
33thousand syringes are being used 
daily for heroin injections. It has also 
been revealed that , on an average 
a heroin addict in Kashmir spends 
about 90,000 rupees every month .

Study also reveals that one addict 
walks into Srinagar OPD every 12 
minutes . This shows that Valley is 
going towards a hell situation.

RELIGIOUS VIEW
In Islam , it is clearly mentioned 

that any usage of such substance is 
a sin and there is Punishment for it 
. Prophet ( PBUH) clearly explained 

the punishment of those who par-
ticipate in spreading this scourge in 
the society. In the Hadith , the Jibril 
came to the Prophet ( PBUH) and 
said “ O Mohammad , indeed Allah 
cursed the wine , it’s owner , ite 
worker , it’s processor, it’s coveyer , 
it’s drinker , it’s seller , it’s buyer , it’s 
giver and it’s taker “ .

SOCIAL VIEW
Firstly ,they provide them drugs 

free of cost and when the youth 
become addicted ,then they take 
from them double cost of their 
spending . They are like investing in 
this .There is an alarming situation 
in our valley. Situation is getting 
worse day after day .It is destroying 
their career, their families, their 
working capacity thus over it is hav-
ing negative spill over effect on 
whole society. I myself am cogitat-
ing what should we do to come out 
from this cage of worries. There are 
enormous real life examples in front 
of our eyes . The heart aches after 
hearing about their situation. I 
myself am perplexed by this . This 

menace is ruining the future of our 
valley . The valley which is known 
as Paradise on earth have now 
become the hub of drug peddlers . 
Their conscience is dead . The valley 
is at high risk . With each passing 
day the number of youth indulging 
in these activities is increasing . This 
is going to lead dreadful situation in 
our valley .

Youth is considering it as a short 
cut to forget about the real life prob-
lems It is a growing concern nowa-
days Not only youth but there are 
other age groups also who are not 
behind in this race but youth is the 
most affected section. It has put 
everyone in Topsy and turvy .

There are many reasons for 
spreading this menace most impor-
tant one is growing unemployment 
rate . The ratio of educated unem-
ployed youth is huge but the number 
of Job availability is somewhere at 
the bottom.

Recently heartwreching incident 
happened at Sopore ( a town in J&Ks 
Baramullah District) where youth 
murdered his own Mother after 
taking the dose of drugs .This Is the 
worst incidentwhich has ever hap-
pened here . This incident shocked 
the whole nation . There are many 
other incidents which totally pushed 
the humanity back.

If whole society will work col-
lectively against this menace then 
some good outcomes may come in 
future . Parents can play such an 
important role in abolishing this 
menace . They should keep their 
eyes on their wards .

Authorities should take strict 
actions regarding the abolition of 
this menace . Collectively we can do 
much better. Inclusively we can cut 
down it’s roots.

EXCESSIVE TREND OF SOCIAL MEDIA
IS HAVING A BAD EFFECT ON EDUCATION

 � Vijay Garg 

Social media plays a huge role in 
human life. It is such a platform from 
which we can get any information 
and youth can get various opportuni-
ties. It is a tool of knowledge for stu-
dents. It is such a platform, which is 
used for dissemination of education 
in new ways. Today's students get a 
lot of knowledge through Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, etc., which gives 
them an opportunity to learn some-
thing new.lives Parents are concerned 
about children Also read this Science 
fiction to inspire children's minds to 
learn Science fiction to inspire chil-

dren's minds to learn Many students 
use social media for several hours 
every day.

Many parents are also worried 
that their children are glued to mobile 
phones all day and pay less attention 
to studies. If we talk about the effects 
of social media then our first question 
is that why do students like social 
media so much? Why students are 
so crazy behind thisA live? Can they 
not live without it, then in answer to 
this we can say that social media is 
the identity of today's students, 
through which they can do what-
ever they want. Through this they 
make new friends.

Some people they don't even know 
well, but still they come close to them 
through Facebook or Instagram. 
Employment opportunities are avail-
able 95 percent of the youth are using 
social media because today technol-
ogy has progressed so much that the 
means of communication have 
become very developed.

Through theseWe can talk and 
discuss at any time. If seen, of course, 
social media is having a great impact 
on the youth and many people are 

also getting employment opportuni-
ties through it. Our speaking skills 
are also developing and we can eas-
ily express ourselves to someone else. 
Anyone can express their opinion to 
others.

Today it seems impossible for us 
to stay away from it. Children suffer-
ing from depression Many students 
are suffering from depression due to 
excessive use of it. UAfter watching 
various videos here, you start think-
ing of making yourself like them. 
Many children use it before going to 
bed, due to which they do not get a 
full sleep.

This is the reason that they are 
suffering from many diseases. Being 
on the mobile all the time, they are 
not ready to talk to another person, 
due to which they become irritated. 
This is the reason that our mutual 
relations are also ending. The writing 
ability of the students is decreasing 
because they get all the information 
from social mediais received, they 
listen to it. Distracted from studies 
There is no doubt that it has its posi-
tive aspects.

Students can use it for their educa-

tion. The art of speaking is developed 
in them. Online jobs can be provided 
to youth. On the other hand, through 
a study it was also proved that it has 
negative effects. Students are getting 
very attracted towards it and social 

media has become their habit. With-
out it, they feel incomplete. Due to 
this habit, they are careless from 
studies, which is indeed a cause of 
concern for us.

Bad effect on education It is also 

having a bad effect on education. 
Education is an essential part of every-
one's life. First of all education is nec-
essary for every student, through 
which we can move ahead in life. If 
we don't study, there will be no 
employment opportunities and we 
will be left behind in life. Technology 
has evolved for our convenience but 
overuse can also be dangerous. 
Today's students are getting more 
influenced by Facebook-Instagramare 
Bad effect on health It has a bad effect 
on the health of children.

They don't eat on time. Many hours 
are spent on this. They become lethar-
gic due to not eating on time. Their 
physical activity is decreasing. Final-
ly, we can say that social media is 
undoubtedly a very good tool for the 
youth, if it is used only for necessity. 
There should not be so much depen-
dence on it that we get caught up in 
it and do not try to work hard our-
selves. So use it but don't let it over-
whelm you. 

Vijay Garg Retired Principal 
Educational Columnist Malout 

Punjab 
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 � HT News Network

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
today came down hard on the State 
Bank of India for not sharing the 
complete data on electoral bonds, 
a scheme that allowed individuals 
and businesses to donate anony-
mously to political parties. The 
court had struck down the scheme 
and directed the bank to share all 
details on the donations made in 
the last 5 years.Hearing a petition 
by the Election Commission, the 
Supreme Court said that the data 
provided by the SBI was incom-
plete. The five-judge bench, head-
ed by Chief Justice DY Chandra-
chud, directed SBI to disclose 
electoral bond numbers as well, in 
addition to the details it has already 
shared."Who is appearing for the 
State Bank of India? They have not 

disclosed the bond numbers. It has 
to be disclosed by the State Bank 
of India," Chief Justice Chandra-
chud said right at the outset of the 
hearing. In its notice to SBI, the 
Supreme Court bench has asked 
the bank to explain the lapse dur-
ing the next hearing on March 

18.The electoral bond numbers 
would help establish the link 
between donors and political par-
ties.Electoral bonds allowed indi-
viduals and businesses to donate 
money to political parties without 
declaring it. They were introduced 
by the BJP government in 2018 as 

an alternative to cash donations 
and had been pitched as an initia-
tive to bring transparency in 
political funding. The Supreme 
Court struck down the scheme last 
month, terming it unconstitu-
tional and over concerns that this 
could lead to a quid pro quo. The 
court also urged SBI to share all 
details about the purchase and 
redemption of the bonds with the 
Election Commission. In its peti-
tion, the poll panel said the March 
11 order had noted that the copies 
of the documents submitted by it 
to the court in a sealed cover dur-
ing the course of the hearing be 
maintained at the office of the EC.

The EC said it did not keep any 
copy of the documents and added 
that those may be returned so that 
it can comply with the court's 
directions.

HT - NATIONAL

PM's Coimbatore Roadshow 
Cleared By Court After Police 

Deny Permission
 � HT News Network

Chennai: The Madras High 
Court has ordered Tamil Nadu 
Police to permit Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's 4 km roadshow 
in Coimbatore Monday, albeit with 
certain conditions.

Police Friday morning had 
refused permission, citing law-
and-order concerns and the con-
duct of a public exam. The cops 
also said permission had been 
refused to other political parties 
as well, so there was no question 
of targeting any side.

The court pointed out state 
apparatus had a minimal role in 
securing rallies or events attended 
by the Prime Minister, who is 
guarded by the Special Protection 
Group. The police, though, said 
insisted they assume "equal 
responsibility". The Prime Minister 
this weekend is spearheading a 
mega outreach to the southern 
states - which have traditionally 
rejected the BJP - weeks ahead of 

the 2024 Lok Sabha election. The 
PM, who has set the BJP a target of 
370 seats in this election - is on his 
fifth Tamil Nadu visit, and has 
taken on the ruling DMK and its 
INDIA allies, including the Con-
gress, criticising their involvement 
in scams and pitching himself as 
an icon of development.

The BJP has a negligible pres-
ence in Tamil Nadu. But it has a 

relatively stronger presence in 
Coimbatore, a region that has seen 
communally sensitive law-and-
order developments, particularly 
the serial bomb blasts in the city 
in 1998, which targeted senior BJP 
leader LK Advani. Nearly 60 people 
died in those blasts.

In the last general election the 
BJP got a less than three per cent 
vote-share and, this time around, 

is without a major ally after the 
AIADMK's acrimonious exit. The 
broken BJP-AIADMK relationship 
has not, however, stopped the PM 
from reaching out to his ex-allies; 
earlier this week he praised AIAD-
MK icon and ex-Chief Minister J 
Jayalalithaa. The AIADMK, though, 
has shown no signs of thawing and 
is insistent it will fight for Tamil 
Nadu's 39 Lok Sabha seats on its 
own. The BJP-AIADMK tie-up has 
not had good results for the state 
party, which has lost to fierce rivals 
DMK in the last two major polls.

The BJP has also reached out to 
smaller Tamil parties, including S 
Ramadoss' PMK and DMDK of late 
actor-politician Vijaykanth. The 
saffron party has seen some suc-
cess, with S Vijayadharani, the 
sitting MLA from Vilavancode in 
Kanyakumari district switching 
sides.In the last general election 
the BJP got a less than three per 
cent vote-share and, this time 
around, is without a major ally after 
the AIADMK's acrimonious exit. 

Mamata Banerjee's Condition "Stable" 
After Fall At Home, Say Doctors

 � HT News Network

Kolkata: West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee's health condition is 
"stable", a senior official of the state admin-
istration said on Friday.

The 69-year-old Banerjee, who suffered 
a major injury on her forehead and nose 
during a fall inside her Kalighat residence 
in South Kolkata on Thursday evening, 
also "slept well", he said."The CM's health 
condition is stable. She had a good sleep 
in the night as senior doctors kept a close 
watch on her throughout the period. This 
morning there will be another assessment 
of her condition," the official told PTI on 
Friday morning.

The Bengal CM underwent three stitch-
es on her forehead and one on her nose 
and was discharged following necessary 
medical tests at the hospital.

"She had a cerebral concussion and had 
a sharp cut on her forehead and nose which 
was bleeding profusely. Initially, she was 
assessed by senior doctors of the neuro-
surgery, medicine, and cardiology depart-
ments of our institute and her vitals were 
stabilised. Three stitches were applied on 
her forehead, and one on her nose and the 
required dressing was done. Investigations 
like ECG, echocardiogram, CT-Scan, and 
Doppler were done," SSKM hospital direc-
tor Manimoy Bandyopadhyay said.Mean-
while, police are yet to lodge a complaint 
in connection with the fall of the chief 
minister though they have upped the 

security arrangements in and around 
Banerjee's residence in the Kalighat area, 
an officer said.Referring to SSKM Hospital's 
bulletin that the CM had a fall "due to some 
push", the police officer, however, declined 
to comment on whether they were plan-
ning to record the CM's statement or lodge 
any suo moto complaint in this regard. "As 
of now, there has been no complaint lodged 
in connection with the fall of the CM. We 
have increased the security around the 
CM's residence," he told PTI, adding that 
they were looking whether there was any 
security lapse or not.

Banerjee gets a "Z category" cover and 
has a special team of officers looking after 
her security and even at her residence.

The TMC on Thursday evening posted 
pictures of Banerjee bleeding from her 
forehead.

Party national general secretary and 
Banerjee's nephew Abhishek took her to 
the hospital in his vehicle and got her 
admitted to the hospital.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar Expands 
Bihar Cabinet, Inducts 21 Ministers

 � HT News Network

Patna: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar on Friday expanded his cabinet, 
which is less than two months old, by 
inducting 21 ministers.

The new inductees, including senior 
BJP leader and former deputy chief min-
ister Renu Devi, were administered the 
oath of office by Governor Rajendra Arle-
kar at a ceremony in the Raj Bhavan.

Other notable persons who were sworn 
in include Mangal Pandey and Neeraj 
Kumar Singh 'Bablu', both former ministers, 
belonging to BJP. Besides, Md Zama Khan, 
who became the lone Muslim in the cab-
inet, and the chief minister's confidant 
Ashok Chaudhary, who held cabinet berths 
earlier, were back as ministers.

The fresh induction raises to 30 the 
total strength of the cabinet formed after 
the return of Kumar, who heads the JD(U), 
to the BJP-led NDA less than two months 
ago. Chants of 'Jai Shri Ram' by leaders of 
the BJP, which has returned to power, 
reverberated through the Raj Bhavan dur-
ing the ceremony.

Supreme Court Raps SBI For Not Sharing 
"Complete Data" On Electoral Bonds

BRS' K Kavitha Arrested 
After Raids Over Delhi 
Liquor Policy Case

 � HT News Network

Hyderabad/New Delhi: In a major development in the 
Delhi liquor policy case, BRS leader K Kavitha has been 
arrested by the Enforcement Directorate in Hyderabad 
and is being taken to Delhi, top officials have told NDTV.

Ms Kavitha is a Member of the Legislative Council (MLC) 
in Telangana and the daughter of Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
chief and former chief minister K Chandrashekar Rao. 
She was questioned in the case last year, but had skipped 
two summons this year. 

The arrest, hours after her house was raided by the 
agency, comes weeks ahead of the Lok Sabha polls and 
on a day that the Congress government in Telangana 
completes 100 days. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also 
held a roadshow in the Hyderabad suburb of Malkajgiri 
on Friday. The Supreme Court, which had granted the 
BRS leader immunity from interrogation till Wednesday,  
also heard her petition against the agency's summons in 
the case on Friday. The next hearing in the case will be 
on Tuesday. 

In a video, Ms Kavitha's brother and former Telangana 
minister KT Rama Rao can be seen confronting ED officials 
after he was asked how family members had entered the 
house.Speaking to the camera, he names an official of 
the agency, holds up a document, and says, "Search is 
over and an arrest warrant is produced, and now she says 
family cannot come in. She also says that she has no 
transit warrant, she cannot produce before a magistrate 
but she wants to make the case (sic)."

Mr Rao goes on to accuse the officials of violating an 
undertaking the agency had given to the Supreme Court 
and says, "You are in serious trouble". An ED official is 
heard telling him that legal remedies are available.

ED sources told NDTV that Mr Rao and other BRS 
members were obstructing the agency and videos also 
showed the agency's cars being surrounded when they 
were leaving with Ms Kavitha. 

Mr Rao has, however, claimed the family is cooperat-
ing with the agency. Terming the protest illegal, he said 
he and other senior leaders have asked party workers to 
remain peaceful and not prevent the arrest.

Supreme Court Refuses To 
Put On Hold Appointment 

Of Election Commissioners

 � HT News Network

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
refused to put a hold on the appointment 
of two Election Commissioners - Gyanesh 
Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu - under 
a 2023 law that excluded the Chief Justice 
of India from the selection panel. The 
court will hear the matter on Thursday.

Refusing to stay the appointments, 
the bench said, "Normally and gener-
ally, we do not stay a law by way of an 
interim order." It deferred the hearing 
on a batch of pleas challenging the 
appointment of two ECs under the 2023 
law.A bench of justices Sanjiv Khanna, 
Dipankar Datta and Augustine George 
Masih told the petitioners, who pointed 
out that a meeting for the selection of 
ECs was pre-poned, to file a separate 
application.

Former IAS officers Gyanesh Kumar 
and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu had been 
picked by a selection committee headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Gyanesh Kumar retired as secretary 

of the cooperation ministry in February, 
while Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, was former 
Chief Secretary, Government of Uttara-
khand.Mr Sandhu, a 1988 batch IAS 
officer, retired from the post of Chief 
Secretary on January 31, 2024.

Samajwadi Party Declares Candidates 
For 6 Lok Sabha Seats From UP

The vacancies had come up in the 
Election Commission (EC) after the retire-
ment of Anup Chandra Pandey on Febru-
ary 14 and the sudden resignation of 
Arun Goel on March 8.

The poll panel is headed by Chief 
Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar.

The dates for the 2024 general elec-
tions for the Lok Sabha, along with four 
state assemblies, will be announced at 
3pm tomorrow.

The term of the present Lok Sabha 
ends on June 16 and a new House has to 
be constituted before that.

Last time the Lok Sabha polls were 
announced on March 10 and held in 
seven phases beginning April 11. Votes 
were counted on May 23.

Centre Launches Mobile App For Applicants 
Seeking Citizenship Under CAA

 � HT News Network

New Delhi: The Union 
Home Ministry on Friday 
launched a mobile app that 
will allow eligible people 
to apply for Indian citizen-
ship under the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 2019, 
officials said.

According to a Home 
Ministry spokesperson, the 
application can be down-
loaded from the Google 
Play Store or the website 

-- indiancitizenshiponline.
nic.in."The 'CAA-2019' 
Mobile App for making 
applications under the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act, 2019 becomes opera-
tional," the spokesperson 
said.

Earlier, the Home Min-
istry launched a portal for 
eligible people to apply for 
Indian citizenship under 
the CAA.The rules for 
implementation of the CAA 
were notified on Monday, 
paving the way for granting 

citizenship to undocu-
mented non-Muslim 
migrants from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghani-
stan.

After the CAA rules were 
issued, the Narendra Modi 
government will now start 
granting Indian nationality 
to persecuted non-Muslim 
migrants from the three 
countries who came to 
India till December 31, 
2014. These include Hindus, 
Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Par-
sis and Christians.

Political Sparks Fly As Tripura Royals 
Enter Electoral Fray With BJP

 � HT News Network

Guwahati: In a move 
that has ignited a political 
firestorm in Tripura, Maha-
rani Kriti Singh Debbarma, 
a scion of the erstwhile 
royal family and a member 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), has been nom-
inated as the party's can-
didate for the Tribal 
reserved East Tripura con-
stituency. The decision has 
stoked a controversy with 
accusations of dynasty 
politics and opportunism 
flying thick and fast.

52-year-old Kriti Singh 
is the sister of Pradyot Deb-
barma, the founder of 
Tipra Motha and a promi-
nent figure in Tripura poli-
tics. Her candidacy comes 
on the heels of a tripartite 
agreement signed between 

the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, the Tripura govern-
ment, and the Tipra Motha, 
aimed at resolving issues 
concerning the indigenous 
population of the state.

Giving a poll ticket to 
the royal is being seen by 
many as a strategic maneu-
ver by the BJP, particularly 
in light of Tipra Motha's 
recent alignment with the 
ruling party. Kriti Singh 
currently resides in Chhat-
tisgarh, where she is mar-
ried into another royal 
family. She was given the 

ticket instead of the incum-
bent BJP MP Rebati Tripura.

Critics have wasted no 
time in lambasting the 
decision, labeling it as a 
betrayal of tribal interests 
and a blatant display of 
dynasty politics. Jitendra 
Chaudhury, General Secre-
tary of the CPI(M) in Tri-
pura, condemned the move 
as a "sell-out" of tribal 
rights, pointing out that 
there were other potential 
candidates with deeper 
roots in the state.

The opposition, com-
prising the Congress and 
the Left, has claimed that 
the BJP-Tipra Motha alli-
ance as unholy and oppor-
tunistic. Congress MLA 
Sudip Roy Barman called 
for a boycott of the alliance, 
citing doubts over Kriti 
Singh's commitment to the 
state.
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Training-cum-Awareness Camp 
on Lavender, Marigold Cultiva-
tion organised at GDC Kishtwar

 � HT News Network 

BANDIPORA, MARCH 14: The District Administra-
tion Bandipora has issued clarification regarding a 
news item titled “Locals outraged as Contractor blocks 
Key Pedestrian Road in Bandipora” published in a local 
newspaper on 13th March, 2024.

In a statement issued here, the District Administra-
tion Bandipora has clarified that the pedestrian road 
mentioned in the news item has been temporarily 
closed in view of ongoing construction work of Multi-
Storied car parking and in the interest of safety and 
well-being of the pedestrians and general public at 
large, as the executing agency has reported apprehen-
sion of any untoward accident due to the ongoing 
construction activities involving heavy construction 
material.

Moreover, Municipal Council, Bandipora has report-
ed that no municipal asset/space is used, as such; no 
user charges can be levied.

It is further clarified that there are multiple adjacent 
pedestrian/ motorable link roads connecting the DC 
office road with the main market Bandipora, read the 
statement.

In this backdrop, District Administration, Bandip-
ora has sought kind cooperation from the general 
public and requested to use other alternative pedes-
trian/ motorable roads until the time advisory from 
the executing agency is reviewed.

Kendriya Vidyalaya to come 
up in Gandoh Subdivision 
soon District Admin   

 � HT News Network 

DODA, MARCH 15: District Administration Doda 
has facilitated Establishment of Kendriya Vidyalaya 
in Gandoh Subdivision with the execution of the Lease 
Deed. Under the directive of Deputy Commissioner, 
Harvinder Singh, the Chief Education Officer Parkash 
Lal Thapa, alongside District Education Planning 
Officer, Anis Ahmed, and Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Gandoh, facilitated the execution of the lease deed 
between the Chief Education Officer Doda and the 
Principal of Kendriya Vidyalaya, marking a significant 
step towards establishing the KV School in Sub Divi-
sion Gandoh.Later, the CEO and DEPO also inspected 
KGBV Changa Bhalessa, directing completion of pend-
ing works within 15 days for the building's handover 
to the department. Additionally, a comprehensive 
inspection of examination centers at High School 
Thathri and HSS Thathri was conducted to ensure the 
integrity and fairness of ongoing examinations.

Students meet Dr. Jatinder 
Singh at Delhi during Bharat 
Darshan Tour

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 15: Students from various schools 
of District Doda, who are currently on Bharat Darshan 
tour-2024 sponsored 33 BN CRPF under Civic Action 
Plan, met Union Minister, Dr. Jatinder Singh at the 
Institute of Civil Service Office Delhi.

Under the Civic Action Program, 33 Battalion CRPF 
based at Sarna Bhadarwah has organised Bharat 
Darshan tour-2024 for the under-privileged students 
of district Doda.

Dr. Jatinder Singh interacted with students and also 
arranged lunch for them at PMO's Civil Service Office 
Institute, Delhi.

The students are being escorted by two teachers 
from the school education department namely Dr. 
Sanjeev Kumar Koul-Teacher & Associate NCC Officer 
(PM Shri GHSS Bhalra, Bhaderwah) and Umesh Kumar-
Teacher (GHS Pranoo).

It may be recalled that the tour has been organised 
to expose the students from underprivileged sections 
of the society to the external world and also acquaint 
them with the Socio-Historical perspective of the 
country.

GDC Kathua & JKEDI collabo-
rate to promote entrepreneur-
ship among students

 � HT News Network

KATHUA, MARCH 15: The Department of Business 
Administration Government Degree College (GDC) 
Kathua, in collaboration with the Jammu and Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Development Institute (JKEDI), on 
Friday organized an Awareness Programme on the 
New Jammu and Kashmir Start-Up Policy 2024-27.

The event aimed to inspire students towards entre-
preneurship, innovation, and self-starting initiatives.

Under the guidance of the College Principal Prof. 
Seema Mir, the program was designed to encourage 
young minds to explore the realm of entrepreneurship 
and innovation. She appreciated the organizing team 
for their efforts in promoting such initiatives for the 
holistic development of the students.

The chief guest of the event Dr. Sanjay Kurlupia, 
highlighted the crucial role of startups in job creation 
and emphasized the need for raising awareness about 
entrepreneurship among the youth.

Speaking at the event, Dr. R. K Pandita motivated 
the students to transform their innovative ideas into 
viable ventures with the support of JKEDI, which plays 
a pivotal role in the implementation of the new start-
up policy.

District Level Seminar on Scope, Development, 
Promotion of Medicinal Plants held at Kishtwar

 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, MARCH 15: The AYUSH 
Department today organised a District 
Level Seminar on ‘Scope, Development 
and Promotion of Medicinal Plants as 
Alternative Source of Employment here 
in the Conference Hall of DC Office Com-
plex.

On the Directions of the Directorate of 
Ayush UT of J&K, J&K Medicinal Plants 
Board, District Nodal Office Ayush Kisht-
war organized the Seminar.

The seminar was attended by progres-

sive farmers from across the District. The 
event was graced with the presence of 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Pawan 
Kotwal, as the Chief Guest.

District Treasury Officer, Mohammad 
Yaseen Wani, Assistant Director, Food 
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) 
Shafkat Lone, Chief Agriculture Officer, 
Amjad Hussain Malik & Divisional Forest 
Officer, Vijay Kumar were among the 
special guests.

Dr. Wahid ul Hassan Technical Officer, 
J&K Medicinal Plants Board was invited 
as Resource Person.

The seminar started with a bouquet 

presentation and followed by the  welcome 
address and  a brief outlay of Ayush Depart-
ment by District Nodal Officer Ayush Dr 
Vikram Singh Jamwal.

The Chief Guest emphasised the impor-
tance of rallying farmers towards cultivat-
ing and promoting alternative medicinal 
plants as a viable income source. He high-
lighted the potential of AYUSH as an alter-
native medicine system and urged stake-
holders to seize entrepreneurial 
opportunities in the medicinal plant cul-
tivation sector.Chief Agriculture Officer 
and DFO praised the event and assured 
full cooperation of their Departments in 

establishing Herbals Gardens and conserv-
ing Medicinal Plants.The Resource Person 
gave  the participants detailed information 
regarding Cultivation and Marketing of 
Medicinal Plants such as Ashwagandha, 
Kutki, Kuth, Pooshkarmool, etc as alterna-
tive sources of income for farmers.

A Progressive farmer, Jabir Singh while 
promoting the importance of Medicinal 
Plants stated that he has expanded the 
cultivation of some medicinal plants like 
Burberry in about 600 Kanals in three 
Districts -Kishtwar, Doda and Ramban. 
He urged the other farmers to start culti-
vation of Medicinal Plants.

DLTFC meeting:DDC reviews minor min-
eral mining scenario in Reasi district

 � HT News Network

REASI, MARCH 15: Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner Reasi, Vishesh 
Mahajan, chaired a meeting 
of the multi-departmental 
District Level Task Force 
Committee focusing on the 
Geology and Mining activ-
ities in the district.

The District Mining Offi-
cer provided an update, 
stating that there are a total 
of 25 mining blocks in the 
district, out of which 8 are 
operational while the rest 
are either closed or seized.

The DDC emphasized the 
importance of streamlining 
the extraction of minerals 
in the district. He instruct-
ed the DMO to ensure that 
mine owners install CCTV 
cameras at the exit gates of 
their mines within one 
week, with the feed to be 
submitted daily to the SHO 
Reasi. This measure aims 

to enhance monitoring and 
curb any illegal activities. 
Furthermore, DDC stressed 
the importance of func-
tional weight bridges at all 
mining sites.Calling for zero 
tolerance against illegal 
mining in the district, he 
urged the authorities to 
take strict action against 
individuals or entities 
involved in such practices.
It was informed that notic-
es have been issued to mine 
owners who have not yet 
paid fines.  DDC Mahajan 

directed the ACR Reasi to 
form a dedicated team to 
monitor and crack down 
on illegal mining activities. 
He also tasked Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrates, Tehsil-
dars, and other officials to 
inspect all mine vehicles in 
the evening to ensure com-
pliance with regulations.

Additionally, he instruct-
ed the MVD and traffic 
police to conduct regular 
checks on documents and 
licenses of mine vehicles to 
uphold legal standards.

Conducting extended sermon in Urdu Department of 
"Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University"

 � Sharaz Ah Mir

Rajouri/ A wonderful 
extended sermon was 
organized in the Urdu 
Department of Baba 
Ghulam Shah Badshah Uni-
versity. Dean School of 
Islamic Studies and Lan-
guages Dr. Shams Kamal 
Anjum was invited as a 
speaker who remembered 
the valuable services of 
Nisar Ahmad Farooqi. 
Remember that Dr. Shams 
Kamal Anjum has deep 
excellence in various sci-
ences and arts. His eloquent 
and insightful sermon was 
well appreciated by the 
audience. Dr. Musuf in his 
sermon shed light on Nisar 
Ahmad Farooqi's great 
understanding and Mir 
knowledge. He also deliv-
ered a beautiful presiden-
tial speech and urged Urdu 
lovers to adopt pure Urdu 
script. In this regard, he also 
presented the examples of 

Turkey Where once people 
lost their identity. Dr. 
Mushtaq Siddiqui and Dr. 
Kausar Jafari were invited 
as guests of honor. With 
hard work, dedication and 
wisdom, the department 
of Urdu made a significant 
mark in a short time. Today, 
the department of Urdu 
occupies a special place 
among other departments 
of Baba Ghulam Shah Bad-
shah University.Who is not 
familiar with the name of 
Dr. Liaqat Nair, the Presi-
dent of the Urdu Depart-
ment? He has many talents 
and is also a good poet. Dr. 
Asif Malik Alimi performed 

the duties of Nizamat. He 
is an excellent moderator 
and a scholar as well.Dr. 
Rizwana Shamsi thanked 
all the guests. Musufa has 
a special recognition in the 
Urdu world due to her abil-
ity and intelligence. 
Thanked the guests of 
knowledge and literature 
and the participants of the 
event in the best way. A 
large number of male and 
female students and schol-
ars of Arabic and Urdu 
departments also partici-
pated. And Dr. Muhammad 
Younis etc. made the pro-
gram lively.

Excavator among 11 vehicles 
involved in illegal mining seized 
in Kathua

 � HT News Network

KATHUA, MARCH 15: An excavator and 10 other Vehicles 
involved in illegal mining were today seized by District 
Mineral Officer (DMO) Rajinder Singh Rana from different 
locations of the district.The surprise raids were con-
ducted at Lakhanpur, Taraf Tajawal, Keerian Gandial, 
Bhagtali and Nagri areas by the team of Geology and Min-
ing with the assistance of police officials. A total of 10 
vehicles and one JCB machine were seized and kept in the 
custody of police.During the seizure it was found that 7 
dumpers, 2 tractor trolleys and a truck were transporting 
crushed minerals from stone crushers without e-challans 
and other documents required as per the rules of the geol-
ogy and mining department.Meanwhile, over Rs. 2 lakh 
penalty was imposed on JCB machine for excavating raw 
mineral for dumping at stone crusher from unauthorized 
location at Gandyal without any valid permission from 
the department.The DMO informed that there are 19 
mineral leases in the district for supplying material at 
prescribed rates and over 30 stone crushers for providing 
crushed mineral like sand, aggregate, dust etc. 

World Consumer Rights Day
DLSA, FCS&CA Kishtwar organise awareness program

 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, MARCH 15: District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) in Collaboration 
with the Department of Food Civil Ser-
vices & Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) today 
organized an awareness program on 
“WORLD CONSUMER RIGHTS DAY 2024” 
here in the Conference Hall, DC Office 
Complex, Mini Secretariat Kishtwar.

As per the calendar of activities envis-
aged for March 2024, the program was 
conducted under able guidance of Chair-
man District Legal Services Authority 
(Principal District & Sessions Judge) and 
the supervision of Secretary District Legal 
Services Authority Kishtwar, Ramesh Lal.

 Assistant Director FCS & CA Shafqat 
Keen was the key speaker, while Sanveer 
Singh (Assistant LADC) Kishtwar; Sajjad 
Hussain, Food Safety Officer Kishtwar; 
Anil Gupta, Assistant Legal Metrological 
Officer; Sandeep Kumar (Panel lawyer) 
and Iram Sabha (Panel Lawyer) were the 
Resource Persons.

The resource persons highlighted the 
significance and importance of World 
Consumer Rights Day, observed on the 
15th of March every year. The theme for 
2024 is “Fair and Responsible for AI Con-
sumers,” as AI has taken the digital world 
by storm. Technology is set to have an 
enormous impact on people's lives, affect-

ing the way they work, communicate; 
gather information, and much more.

The Key speaker, AD FCS&CA, empha-
sised that the need of the hour is to protect 
consumers from such serious implications 
and to promote fair and responsible Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI).

Furthermore, the resource persons 

highlighted the rights of consumers, such 
as the right to be protected, right to be 
informed, right to choose, right to be 
heard, right to redressal, and right to 
consumer education.

They also discussed the legal mecha-
nism of consumer disputes for redressal 
commissions at the national, state, and 
district levels.Later, the queries were 
raised by participants and the resource 
persons responded positively.

The resource persons highlighted the 
significance and importance of World 
Consumer Rights Day, observed on the 
15th of March every year. The theme for 
2024 is “Fair and Responsible for AI Con-
sumers,” as AI has taken the digital world 
by storm. Technology is set to have an 
enormous impact on people's lives, affect-
ing the way they work, communicate; 
gather information, and much more.

The Key speaker, AD FCS&CA, empha-
sised that the need of the hour is to protect 
consumers from such serious implications 
and to promote fair and responsible Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI).

Village Cheki -Sodal in Handwara Still 
Awaits Mobile Connectivity

 � DR.AB QAYOOM 

Handwara,Mar,15:HT- Despite two 
decades passing since the launch of 
mobile telephony, Checki-Sodal vil-
lage in Jammu and Kashmir contin-
ues to be devoid of any network 
connectivity. Residents of this village 
in North Kashmir's Kupwara district 
are still grappling with the absence 
of mobile connectivity, which has 
hindered their daily lives and edu-
cational pursuits.Local residents 
expressed their frustration, high-
lighting the disparity between their 
village and the rest of the country in 
terms of phone connectivity. They 
emphasized the challenges they face 
due to slow internet speed and fre-
quent call drops, undermining the 
claims of telecom companies operat-

ing in the region.Students from the 
village lamented the impact on their 
studies, particularly during night 
hours, as they lack access to the inter-
net and basic mobile connectivity. 
The inconvenience forces them to 
travel kilometers away to connect 
with the outside world, affecting 
their academic progress. Despite 
numerous appeals to telecom com-
panies and district administration, 

the issue remains unresolved. Prom-
ises made during election campaigns 
have not been fulfilled, leaving resi-
dents disillusioned.In response to 
these concerns, the telecommunica-
tions North head assured that the 
matter would be escalated to higher 
authorities. A meeting and on-site 
visit to the affected area are planned 
to address the network problem 
promptly. The telecommunications 
company acknowledges that Checki-
Sodal village is not the only area 
facing this issue, and efforts will be 
made to improve connectivity in 
other affected villages as well.The 
residents of Checki-Sodal village and 
surrounding areas urge all concerned 
parties to prioritize the resolution of 
this long-standing issue and ensure 
equitable access to mobile connectiv-
ity for all. HT-NEWS-NETEORK
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Orientation/ Training for 
selected Haj pilgrims of 
Baramulla to be held on 
March-17 & 19

 � HT News Network

BARAMULLA, MARCH 15: The orientation/training 
programme scheduled for the selected Hajj pilgrims 
hailing from different tehsils of Baramulla District has 
been fixed by the Hajj committee on March 17 and 19.

For pilgrims from Tehsil Baramulla, Uri, Boniyar, 
Dangiwacha, Rohama, Sopore, Watergam, Zanigeer and 
Dangerpora, the training shall be provided on 17th 
March, 2024 at Masjid Baitul-Mukarram, Baramulla 
from 10:00 AM.

Similarly, for pilgrims from Tehsil Pattan, Khoi, Wag-
oora, Kreeri, Singhpora, Tangmarg, Kunzer and Kawar-
hama, the training shall be provided on 19th March, 
2024 at Jamia Hamdania Masjid Sharief Kunzer from 
10:00 AM.

All the selected Haj Pilgrims of the District Baram-
ulla are as such informed to ensure their presence in the 
said Orientation Training Program at the aforementioned 
venues on the scheduled date and time.

Financial support to 14110 
B&OCWs paid at Kupwara

 � HT News Network

KUPWARA, MARCH 15: In an unwavering dedication 
towards the welfare of workers, the Deputy Commis-
sioner Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan was Friday presented a 
cheque to the tune of Rs. 6,14,36,000 covering 14110 
beneficiaries by Assistant Commissioner Labour Kup-
wara.

The cheque was specifically earmarked for registered 
beneficiaries of the Jammu And Kashmir Building and 
Other Construction Workers Welfare Board (JKBOC-
WWB), aimed at providing essential financial support 
for educational assistance.

This initiative mirrors the resolute commitment of 
the Kupwara administration, under the leadership of 
the Assistant Labour Commissioner, to stand by and 
uplift those grappling with challenging circumstances.

The distribution of the amount will offer much-
needed relief to individuals facing diverse hardships, 
ensuring they have access to the necessary resources to 
navigate through these trying times.

The Deputy Commissioner Kupwara expressed deep 
appreciation for the collaborative efforts between the 
Assistant Labour Commissioner and the JKBOCWWB. 
This joint initiative underscores a shared commitment 
to safeguarding the well-being of workers and their 
families, recognizing the indispensable role they play 
in the progress and prosperity of the community.

Police organises aware-
ness programme on new 
criminal laws in Budgam

 � HT News Network

Budgam March 15: Police in Budgam organised an 
awareness Programme on New Criminal Laws at Girls 
High School Khanshaib and Higher Secondary School 
Waterhail.

SDPO Khansahib Shri Gh Mohi Ud-din-JKPS accom-
panied by SHO PS Khansahib and Incharge PP Water-
hal were present during the said program.

The event witnessed significant participation from 
renowned educationists, prominent individuals and 
Students. They were given a basic awareness of the 03 
Criminal Laws, namely Bharatiya Naya Sanhita, Bharati-
ya Nagrik Surksha Sanhita and Bhartiya Sakshya Abhi-
yaanThe new laws include provisions that ensure justice 
for the victims of crime and the society at large.  Mod-
ernization of the investigation process through the use 
of technology has been included and the new laws also 
sets timelines for trials.

The participants appreciated the role of the Police in 
organising such an important program. The new laws 
include provisions that ensure justice for the victims of 
crime and the society at large.  Modernization of the 
investigation process through the use of technology has 
been included and the new laws also sets timelines for 
trials.

The participants appreciated the role of the Police in 
organising such an important program.

Police organizes 05-day 
crash course on new 
criminal laws in Shopian

 � HT News Network
Shopian March 15: Police in Shopian organised a com-

prehensive five-day crash course on the new Criminal 
Laws (Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam) at Rec-
reation Hall DPL Shopian. The course, initiated with an 
aim to equip officers/officials with the essential under-
standing of the recently promulgated laws by the Central 
Government.The inauguration of the course was graced 
by the presence of DySP DAR Shri Javaid Ahmad-JKPS, Sr. 
PO Shri Sarfaraz Ahmad, Insp. Showkat Ahmad, Insp. 
Altaf Rashid and PSI Iqbal Razak who delivered an enlight-
ening inaugural Lecturers. During the session, Officers 
emphasised on the understanding of the theme behind 
the new criminal laws with a view on the significant 
Changes.Police Shopian is committed to foster continu-
ous learning and professional development among its 
personnel to ensure the highest standards of service 
delivery and community policing.

DDMA Kupwara approves 
46 Relief Cases under SDRF 
Norms

 � HT News Network

KUPWARA, MARCH 15: District Disaster Management 
Committee, (DDMA) Kupwara today approved 46 relief 
cases in favour of the disaster affected persons of the 
district.The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan who is also Chairperson of District Disaster Man-
agement Authority, chaired the meeting and took a case 
wise review of all the claims pertaining to loss of lives, 
property and livestock damages.During the meeting, a 
total of 49 cases, relating to the damage of residential 
houses and loss of livestock, and DDM death cases, were 
put forth for discussion, out of which 46 cases amounting 
to Rs 34. 24 lakh were approved for grant of relief under 
State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) norms and the 
committee also cleared 2 death cases. 3 cases were 
deferred by the committee for re-verification.ADC Kup-
wara, Muhammad Rouf Rehman; ACR Kupwara, SDM 
Lolab, ACD Kupwara, ACP Kupwara, CMO, CAHO, Execu-
tive Engineers, Tehsildars and other concerned officers 
attended the meeting.

DC Rajouri chairs Nodal Officers meeting to 
review preparedness for Lok Sabha Elections

 � HT News Network

RAJOURI, MARCH 15: Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri, Om Prakash Bha-
gat, today presided over a pivotal 
meeting of nodal officers to meticu-
lously review the preparedness ahead 
of the forthcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

The meeting served as a platform 
to disseminate vital information 
regarding the roles and responsibili-
ties incumbent upon each officer 
during the electoral process. Deputy 
Commissioner underscored the crit-

icality of the officers' contributions, 
directing them to execute their duties 
with unwavering dedication and a 
profound sense of responsibility.

Addressing the officers, the DC 
emphasized the paramount impor-
tance of meticulous planning and 
flawless execution in ensuring the 
smooth conduct of the electoral pro-
cess. He stressed the need for height-
ened vigilance, transparency, and 
adherence to electoral guidelines to 
uphold the sanctity of the demo-
cratic process.

During the comprehensive review, 
Deputy Commissioner meticulously 

outlined the various tasks and duties 
assigned to the nodal officers, encom-
passing a wide array of responsibili-
ties of all election work management 
to security arrangements and logis-
tical coordination. He directed the 
officers to exhibit exemplary com-
mitment and diligence in discharging 
their duties, recognizing their piv-
otal role in facilitating free, fair, and 
peaceful elections.

Deputy Commissioner expressed 
confidence in the collective resolve 
and capability of the nodal officers 
to fulfill their roles effectively, there-
by contributing to the successful 

conduct of the Lok Sabha elections in 
Rajouri district. He reiterated the 
administration's commitment to 
upholding the integrity of the elec-
toral process and fostering conducive 
environment for democratic partici-
pation.

The meeting was attended by the 
ADC Rajouri, Rajeev Kumar Khajuria; 
CPO, Maqsood Ahmed; ACP, Sheraz 
Chowhan; Dy DEO, Shakeel Ahmed;  
DPO, Mohd Nawaz Choudhary; CAO, 
Sohan Singh; DIO NIC Muzaffar Mir; 
EXEN PWD (R&B), Sardar Khan and 
other concerned officers.

NEP-2020 will foster creativity and innovation: CUKashmir VC
Deptt of English holds workshop for educators

 � HT News Network

Ganderbal, Mar 15: Central University 
of Kashmir (CUKashmir) Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof. A Ravinder Nath Friday said the 
National Education Policy-2020 represents 
a bold vision for transforming the country’s 
education system, by focusing on fostering 
creativity, knowledge creation, innovation, 
and excellence to meet the challenges of 
the 21st century.“NEP-2020 seeks to 
empower learners with adequate knowl-
edge, skills, and values necessary to thrive 
in a rapidly changing global landscape and 
contribute to the socio-economic develop-
ment of the nation,” Prof. A Ravinder Nath 
said, while inaugurating a one-day Nation-
al Level workshop on “NEP-2020: A Work-
shop for Educators”, organised by the 
Department of English at varsity’s Tul-
mulla campus.Head Deptt of Management 
Studies and former Dean (I/c), School of 

Languages, Prof. Abdul Gani, Dean School 
of Legal Studies and Registrar I/c, Prof. 
Farooq Ahmad Mir, Dean School of Busi-
ness Studies, Prof. Fayaz Ahmad Nikka, 
Dean School of Physical and Chemical 
Sciences, Prof. Mohammad Yousuf, Dean, 
School of Languages, Head, Deptt. of Eng-

lish, and workshop Convenor, Prof. Sand-
hya Tiwari, Heads of departments, fac-
ulty members, research scholars and 
students were present.CUK Vice-Chan-
cellor further advocated for a curriculum 
that integrates international, national, and 
regional dimensions and aspirations, 

emphasising the adoption of these three 
distinct approaches to ensure that students 
do not remain confined to a single direc-
tion in their educational journey.Address-
ing the participants, Prof. Abdul Gani, 
described NEP-2020 as a landmark reform 
in the field of education, emphasizing 
holistic development, flexible learning 
pathways, and integration of technology 
in education. He underscored the signifi-
cance of adopting multidisciplinary and 
interdisciplinary approaches in education, 
positioning the NEP as a medium  towards 
achieving the goal of a developed India 
(Viksit Bharat). He highlighted the piv-
otal role of educators in realising the objec-
tives of the NEP.I/c Registrar, Prof. Farooq 
Ahmad Mir gave insights into the short-
comings of the previous education system, 
particularly the Choice Based Credit Sys-
tem, attributing its failure to factors such 
as lack of awareness among both faculty 
and students. 

DC Shopian chairs DLIC meeting for 
implementation of PM Vishwakarma scheme

 � HT News Network 

SHOPIAN, MARCH 15: A meeting 
of District Level Implementation Com-
mittee (DLIC) for implementation of 
PM Vishwakarma Scheme was held 
today under the chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian, 
Faz Lul Haseeb at Mini-Secretariat, 
here.

It is worth mentioning here that 
the PM Vishwakarma Scheme was 
launched to uplift traditional Artisans 
and Craftspeople.

At the outset, the DC took a first-
hand appraisal of the progress made 
so far with regard to registration of 
artisans (Vishwakarmas). He empha-
sized the importance of concerted 
efforts and urged officers to prompt-
ly identify and register the targeted 
beneficiaries.

Stressing the scheme's significance 
in uplifting traditional artisans and 

craftspeople, the DC instructed offi-
cers to conduct an extensive informa-
tion, education and communication 
(IEC) campaign to cover eligible ben-
eficiaries across the district in all 
identified trades

The DC directed officers to achieve 
the targets for registration of benefi-
ciaries under the scheme immedi-

ately.
The meeting was informed that 

7800 registrations have been made 
so far in the District.

The DC also reviewed the ongoing 
training program for artisans and 
reviewed progress of tool kits regis-
trations.

Handwara Police Takes Decisive Action 
Against Illegal Mineral Extraction

 � DR.AB QAYOOM  

Handwara,Mar,15:In a 
resolute move against 
illicit mineral activities, 
Handwara Police has exe-
cuted a significant crack-
down resulting in the sei-
zure and fining of multiple 
vehicles and equipment 
involved in illegal mineral 
extraction and transporta-
tion.

Under the authority of 
the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regula-
tion) Act, Handwara Police 
seized six vehicles, identi-
fied by registration num-
b e r s  J K 1 3 E - 2 8 0 4 , 
JK01AJ-0543, JK1AH-2552, 
JK09C-7853, and two oth-
ers, alongside a tractor 
chassis numbered AZU-
DR1046001S3, and one 
with Ch. No. 0013. This 
operation underscores the 

unwavering commitment 
of law enforcement to 
upholding environmental 
sustainability and enforc-
ing the rule of law.Illegal 
mineral extraction and 
transportation not only 
pose a grave threat to the 
environment but also 
undermine the economic 

and social fabric of the 
region. Handwara Police's 
decisive action sends a 
strong message that such 
activities will not be toler-
ated, and perpetrators will 
face stringent consequenc-
es. Briefed on the operation, 
a spokesperson for Hand-
wara Police emphasized 

the importance of com-
munity collaboration in 
combating illegal mineral 
activities. "The public plays 
a crucial role in identifying 
and reporting suspicious 
activities related to illegal 
mineral extraction and 
transportation," the 
spokesperson stated. 
"Together, we can ensure 
the protection of our natu-
ral resources for present 
a n d  f u t u r e 
generations."Handwara 
Police urges citizens to 
remain vigilant and report 
any instances of illegal min-
eral extraction or transpor-
tation to the authorities 
promptly. By working 
together, law enforcement 
and the community can 
effectively safeguard the 
environment and uphold 
the principles of justice and 
sustainability.
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SVEEP Sports Event 
Promotes Voters 
Awareness, Physical 
Fitness in Reasi

 � HT News Network 

REASI, MARCH 15: Department of Youth Services and 
Sports Reasi organized sports activities at GHS Gari, Block 
Jij Bagli, as part of the "SVEEP" Programme (Systematic 
Voters Education and Electoral Participation) under the 
guidance of District Development Commissioner, Vishesh 
Mahajan. Participants of different ages engaged in Vol-
leyball, Carrom and Tug of War.

The event underscored the importance of voters aware-
ness, aligning with the theme "Fit Mind, Fit Voters" for 
the upcoming parliamentary elections. Such initiatives 
aim to engage citizens in the electoral process while 
promoting physical fitness and well-being.

The event was graced by the presence of the Incharge 
Headmaster of Gari, who emphasized the crucial role of 
SVEEP programs in educating and engaging new and 
upcoming voters in the electoral process. He highlighted 
that the SVEEP program aims to provide necessary 
information and resources to empower citizens to exer-
cise their democratic rights effectively.

Vijay Kumar Incharge ZEPO Arnas, and Official Harjeet 
Singh P.E.T HSS Salal, Balbir Singh REK HS Dharmatha, 
Manzoor Ahmed REK HSS Judda, Sanjay Kumar P.E.T HS 
Gari and Akshay Kumar P.E.T BMS Arnas attended the 
event.

ADC Handwara Spearheads Green Revolution: 
Massive Plantation Drive to Save Chinar Trees

 � DR.AB QAYOOM  

Handwara,Mar,15:In a 
commendable effort to 
promote environmental 
conservation and preserve 
the iconic Chinar trees, 
Aziz Ahmad Rather, the 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Hand-
wara, launched a large-
scale plantation drive at 
Children Park Handwara 
and Public Park Langate.
Under the theme "Saving 
Chinar Trees," the Floricul-
ture department orches-
trated the plantation cam-
paign, with a lofty goal of 
planting 10,000 Chinar 
saplings throughout the 
valley. The initiative aims 
to enhance the green cov-
er and combat environ-
mental degradation. 
Accompanied by Tehsildar 
Langate and other officials, 
ADC Rather inaugurated 
the drive by planting Chi-
nar saplings, symbolizing 
a collective commitment 
to safeguarding nature. 
Addressing the gathering, 

ADC Rather stressed the 
significance of trees in 
maintaining ecological 
balance and urged citizens 
to actively participate in 
tree planting activities for 
a healthier environment. 
The event not only marked 
the beginning of a crucial 
environmental initiative 
but also served as a rallying 
call for community engage-
ment in conservation 
efforts. Residents were 
encouraged to take owner-
ship of their surroundings 
by planting and nurturing 
trees, thereby contributing 
to a cleaner and greener 
environment.Following 
the plantation drive, ADC 
Rather conducted inspec-
tions of examination cen-
ters established in various 

schools across the Hand-
wara sub-division, includ-
ing Government Higher 
Secondary School Qalam-
abad. This underscores the 
administration's commit-
ment to ensuring the 
smooth conduct of exam-
inations while simultane-
ously prioritizing environ-
mental conservation. 
The plantation drive spear-
headed by ADC Handwara 
serves as a shining example 
of proactive governance 
and community participa-
tion in tackling environ-
mental challenges. As the 
campaign gains momen-
tum, it is hoped that it will 
inspire similar initiatives 
across the region, fostering 
a culture of environmental 
stewardship.

World Consumer Rights Day-2024

DLSA Samba hosts Legal 
Awareness programe

 � HT News Network

SAMBA, MARCH 15: As per the Action plan of Jammu 
& Kashmir Legal Services Authority for the month of 
March, 2024, the District Legal Services Authority, 
Samba today organized a legal awareness program to 
mark the observance of “World Consumer Rights Day” 
2024 under the theme “Fair and Responsible AI for Con-
sumers.”

  Organised under the radiant guidance of  Adnan 
Sayeed, Chairman, District Legal Services Authority, and 
Pr. District and Sessions Judge, Samba, the event was 
held  at Government Higher Secondary School(Girls), 
Samba.

 Kulbeer Singh, Food Safety Officer was the key speak-
er of the programme who shared his knowledge on the 
subject.

Kulbeer Singh discussed the historical background of 
the day, Consumer Rights available to the Consumers 
under Consumer Protection Act 1986 as well as the dif-
ferent provisions of Food Safety and Standard Act, 2006. 
The objective of organizing the programme was to spread 
awareness among the students about the different Con-
sumer Rights that exist for the masses to safeguard them 
from fraud, discrimination and exploitation.

Srinagar brothers blend technology & 
tradition in sheep farming venture
Uzair is developing software to streamline sheep farming by tracking birth cycles, lineage

 � HT News Network

Srinagar, Mar 15: In the 
outskirts of Srinagar's HMT 
Zainakote area, two broth-
ers, Uzair and Umair Shafi 
Dar, are crafting a unique 
blend of technology with 
sheep farming.

Uzair, a software engi-
neer with a fervent passion 
for innovation, and Umair, 
a dedicated student and 
part-time electrician, have 
embarked on an inspiring 
journey of sheep farming.

Speaking with the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), Uzair said, 
"What started as a modest 
venture with just a handful 
of sheep has now blos-
somed into a thriving farm 
boasting over 40 sheep of 
diverse breeds."

We started with just a 

few sheep and today with-
out any governmental sup-
port, we have managed and 
nurtured the farm with a 
range of diverse sheep 
breeds, he said.

At the heart of Uzair's 
vision along with his 
younger brother lies an 
ambition to tap technology 
with traditional farming 
practices. He said that with 
his expertise in software 
development, he is dili-
gently crafting specialised 
software aimed at stream-

lining sheep farming.
Uzair claimed his novel 

innovative tool will revo-
lutionise record-keeping 
by tracking the birth cycles 
and lineage of each sheep, 
providing invaluable 
insights for efficient man-
agement.

"I have already begun 
laying the groundwork for 
the software, focusing on 
developing robust algo-
rithms and sophisticated 
analytics," he said.

Beyond technological 

prowess lies his brother 
Umair's hands-on approach 
to farm management, from 
monitoring fodder supplies 
to ensuring timely vaccina-
tions.

Umar said, "Our sheep 
are exclusively farm-raised, 
receiving top-tier care and 
attention. We prioritise 
their nutrition and health, 
ensuring they thrive in 
their natural habitat."

For the Dar brothers, 
their farm represents more 
than just a livelihood as it 
embodies a vision of sus-
tainable prosperity. With 
their eyes set on the 
upcoming Eid-Ul-Adha 
festival, they are gearing 
up to showcase their reared 
sheep, confident in their 
ability to provide quality 
produce and fetch good 
sales—(KNO)

 Rajouri:  Development of Village 
Patrara under SAGY scheme reviewed

DC calls for time-bound completion of all components
 � HT News Network 

RAJOURI, MARCH 15: Deputy 
Commissioner Rajouri, Om Prakash 
Bhagat today chaired a meeting to 
review the progress of develop-
mental projects in the village Patr-
ara, under the Sansad Adarsh Gram 
Yojana (SAGY).

Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana 
(SAGY) was launched on 11th Octo-
ber, 2014 with the aim to translate 
the comprehensive vision of Mahat-
ma Gandhi about an ideal Indian 
village into a reality, keeping in 
view the present context.

Under SAGY, each Member of 
Parliament adopts a Gram Pan-
chayat and guides its holistic prog-
ress with focus on social develop-
ment at par with infrastructure. 
The ‘Adarsh Grams’ are to become 
schools of local development and 
governance, inspiring other Gram 
Panchayats.

 A comprehensive assessment 

revealed significant milestones 
achieved in various sectors. Nota-
bly, all works pertaining to the 
Rural Development Department 
under SAGY have been success-
fully completed. The water supply 
scheme at Patrara is near comple-
tion, with only the mechanical 
component of the borewell pend-
ing. Furthermore, the construction 
of the health subcentre has also 

been completed, marking a crucial 
stride towards enhancing health-
care accessibility.

Review of the Progress in Pow-
er sector revealed that the instal-
lation of a transformer has also 
been completed as per the sched-
ule. Additionally, the detailed proj-
ect report on lift irrigation scheme 
at Mawa Patrara has been submit-
ted to the Chief Office for further 

deliberation and action.
During the review meeting, the 

Deputy Commissioner Om Prakash 
Bhagat underscored the impor-
tance of dedication among officers, 
emphasizing seamless coordina-
tion to ensure the resounding suc-
cess of SAGY.

The deliberations of the meeting 
held today reaffirm the collective 
commitment towards realizing the 
overarching objectives of SAGY. 
Through sustained efforts and col-
laborative spirit, the village of Patr-
ara is poised to emerge as a Model 
village of rural development and 
inclusive growth.

Officers who attended the meet-
ing were ADC Sunderbani, Rajeev 
Magotra; CPO Maqsood Ahmed; 
ACD Vijay Kumar, CHO Madan Lal, 
Dy Registrar CS Adnan Rather, AD 
FCS&CA Rohit Kumar and EXEN Jal 
Shakti Nowshera Vipin Kumar; 
EXEN I&FC and other concerned 
officers.

Deputy Commissioner chairs 36th BOCA meeting in Udhampur
 � HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, MARCH 15: 
Deputy Commissioner Udham-
pur, Saloni Rai today presided 
over the 36th meeting of the 
Building Operation Controlling 
Authority (BOCA, PDA Udhampur 
District) here in the Mini Confer-
ence Hall, DC Office Complex, 
Udhampur.

CEO PDA, Devender Singh Bhau, 
Assistant Commissioner Revenue, 
Dr. Umesh Shan, Sub Divisional 
Magistrate Chenani, Gurdev 
Kumar, AD JKFES, Executive Engi-
neer, Jal Shakti, Executive Engi-
neer, JPDCL Udhampur and sev-

eral other departmental officers 
attended the meeting.

The meeting focused on dis-
cussing pending cases for approv-

al, including building permissions 
for construction, revalidation/
extension of expired permissions, 
repair/renovation of permissions 

and fencing and development of 
land.

Eight cases were approved with 
conditions, particularly regarding 

change of land use.
Chairperson, BOCA directed 

PDA to develop CLU portal for 
applicants, aiming for a stream-
lined application process. It was 
emphasized to hold regular 
monthly BOCA meetings to 
ensure timely decisions on citizen 
applications. The meeting focused 
on discussing pending cases for 
approval, including building per-
missions for construction, reval-
idation/extension of expired 
permissions, repair/renovation 
of permissions and fencing and 
development of land.

Eight cases were approved with 
conditions, particularly regarding 
change of land use.
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GDC Mahanpur hosts ‘Sanskrit Shloka and Dogri
 Poem Recitation’ program at Village Rehalta

 � HT News Network

KATHUA,  MARCH 15: The NSS Unit of 
Government Degree College (GDC) Mahanpur, 
in collaboration with the Department of San-
skrit and Department of Dogri, organized a 
special cultural programme titled ‘Sanskrit 
Shloka Recitation and Dogri Poem Recitation’ 
in Rehalta Village. The event took place on the 
third day of the NSS Winter Camp, which 
commenced on March 13 and runs for a week.

Organized under the supervision of NSS 
Programme Officer Prof. Rupalee Jasrotia, 
along with Dr. Mohinder (HOD Department 
of Sanskrit) and Dr. Anil (HOD Department of 
Dogri), the programme aimed to promote the 
richness and significance of Sanskrit and Dogri 
languages among the local community.

This initiative was carried out under the 

guidance of Principal of the College, Dr. San-
geeta Sudan.

The NSS Volunteers actively participated 
in the programme by reciting poems and 
shlokas in front of the villagers. They not only 
showcased their linguistic talents but also 
elucidated the meanings and contexts of the 
poems and shlokas, enhancing the audience's 
understanding and appreciation.

Dr. Mohinder and Dr. Anil spoke about the 
origin, meaning, scope and importance of 
Sanskrit and Dogri languages, respectively, 
emphasizing their cultural and literary value.

The participants of the programme includ-
ed Monika, Kanta Thakur, Shitu Devi, Isha 
Devi, Ajay Sindooria, and Sunil Kumar, repre-
senting different semesters. The presence of 
all NSS Volunteers added to the vibrancy of 
the event.

Documentary on ‘Nasha Mukt 
Bharat’ screened at   GDC Ramgarh  

 � HT News Network 

SAMBA, MARCH 15: The National 
Service Scheme (NSS) Unit-Prabha of 
Government Degree College, Ramgarh 
today screened a documentary on 
Nasha Mukti under the aegis of Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA).

The event was conducted under 
able guidance and leadership of Prin-
cipal of the College, Prof. (Dr.) Geetan-
jali Andotra.

The documentary was screened to 
generate awareness among students 
about drug abuse and its catastroph-
ic effects on the addicts, their families 
and the society as a whole.

NSS Program Officer, Prof. Braham 
Dutt shared his insights on the issue 
of drug abuse and motivated students 

to refrain from the drugs and related 
narcotics. He encouraged students to 
embrace sports and yoga activities as 
a part of their daily lives to enhance 
their performance in sports and 
sharpen their minds, instead of falling 
into drug addiction. He added that all 
Indians must live up to the spirit of 
‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan’.
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RAHUL   OUT   OF    THIRD   TEST   AGAINST   
ENGLAND;   PADIKKAL   CALLED   UP

What India need from the Indian Premier League
There are around eight spots to fill in India's squad for the T20 World Cup, and the IPL is the best place to identify the right men

NEW DELHI: Whatever you say about 
prioritising domestic cricket (or not), the 
IPL will be far more important for inter-
national selection than the Syed Mushtaq 
Ali Trophy. And arguably even T20Is, 
given how little international T20 crick-
et India have played since this team man-
agement was hurriedly given an exten-
sion following the ODI World Cup. So this 
IPL is huge for contenders for places 
because there isn't even a week between 
the IPL and the T20 World Cup in the USA 
and the West Indies.

Let's firstly look at the players that can 
be considered reasonable certainties. 
Any such list should always start with 
Jasprit Bumrah. Then comes the captain, 
Rohit Sharma. His opening partner is 
more or less locked in: Yashasvi Jaiswal. 
And once you bring back Rohit, there is 
no way you don't bring back Virat Kohli. 
There is the added selectorial merit of 
experience and Kohli's efficiency against 
high pace. The only other batter who can 
confidently start putting together his 

paperwork for visas is Suryakumar Yadav.
Kuldeep Yadav has more or less booked 

his place as the wristspinner, and Ravin-
dra Jadeja is more or less a given as the 
fingerspinning allrounder. That's seven 
spots out of 15.

Keeping that in mind, here is what the 
selectors will be looking at keenly during 
the IPL.

If, for whatever reason, the selectors 
and the team management have decided 
to stick with the core of Rohit and Kohli, 
opposition spinners will fancy them. Even 
Suryakumar, a much more effective T20 
batter, goes considerably slower against 
spin than against pace. Left-arm spin, 
especially, becomes an effective defensive 
tool against India.

To counter exactly this, India have been 
backing Shivam Dube, who played the 
exact same role for Chennai Super Kings 
in last year's IPL. However, there is one 
big difference: CSK could do it because 
of the Impact Player rule, which allowed 
them to use Dube in that super specialist 

role.
Shubman Gill and Ruturaj Gaikwad 

have good numbers against spin, but 
that's because they start against the new 
ball and are in by the time they face spin 
in the middle overs.

If fully fit and in form, new Mumbai 
Indians captain Hardik Pandya is a defi-
nite starter. That seems a formality now, 
but the selectors will want to see what 
kind of role he plays for his IPL team. The 
other question for the selectors will be: 
is the selection of Dube, whom the team 
management has been trying to give 
some bowling, independent of Hardik's 
availability?

Not a specialist position anymore. He 
is a hitter who can keep wicket. Jitesh 
Sharma is the closest to sealing that spot, 
but the decision-makers would ideally 
have liked to see him a little more against 
international attacks. If there is a slight 
doubt around him, it is probably because 
the BCCI had no coach or captain for the 
T20 World Cup when the recent set of 

T20Is began, and the interim team man-
agement kept playing Ishan Kishan, which 
not only deprived a more suitable can-
didate game time but also gave false hope 
to Kishan.

One of the great stories of this IPL is 
going to be the return of Rishabh Pant 
from the life-threatening accident a year 
and a quarter ago, but the national selec-
tors might exercise some caution when 
it comes to rushing him back and that 
too at a World Cup.

If KL Rahul chooses to bat in the mid-
dle order in the IPL and can recreate the 
effectiveness he displayed for Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore in the middle order in 
2016, he can be an interesting option to 
look at. Especially because he is versatile 
and can be one back-up batter for more 
than one role.

Not exactly a separate head count but 
when they pick players for the aforemen-
tioned roles, they will have to consider at 
least two who can hit high pace in overs 
17 to 20. Rinku Singh has been doing that 

role; there is no pressing reason to keep 
him out of the 15, but the final XI will be a 
challenge once everyone is back.

Bumrah is there for sure, but India need 
at least two more quicks for the starting 
XI. At the moment, no one is closer to 
sealing the place than the other. Ideally, 
they should be able to hit a six or two, 
but the selectors are not exactly spoilt 
for choices. The last squad had Arshdeep 
Singh, Avesh Khan and Mukesh Kumar. 
Mohammed Siraj, who was key in the 
Tests against England, will definitely be 
back in the mix. If Mohsin Khan, who has 
had his fitness issues, is bowling for Luc-
know Super Giants, he is someone the 
selectors will want to look at.

You can have four of them. The selec-
tors will have to choose among a fourth 
fast bowler, another wristspinner in Ravi 
Bishnoi, a spin-bowling allrounder in 
Axar Patel, an extra wicketkeeper-hitter 
who can possibly be batting back-up, a 
top-order back-up in the mode of Gill, 
and a pure middle-order hitter.

ICC makes between-overs stop clock a 
permanent feature in ODIs, T20Is
At the 2024 T20 World Cup, 10-overs-a-side needed to constitute

a completed knockout game instead of the usual five
NEW DELHI: The stop clock to help 

speed up over rates will become a 
permanent feature in men's ODIs and 
T20Is between Full Members from 
June 1, the ICC announced after its 
board meetings in Dubai this week.

According to the rule, which has 
been trialled in international cricket 
since December last year, the fielding 
side must be ready to start an over 
within a minute of the previous one 
ending. If they fail to do so, they will 
be allowed two warnings by the 
umpires, after which a five-run pen-
alty will be imposed for the third 
offence and every subsequent one.

"The results of the stop-clock 
trial were presented to the Chief 
Executives' Committee (CEC), which 
demonstrated that around 20 minutes 
per ODI match had been saved in time," 
an ICC said in a statement laying out 
the reasons for making the rule per-
manent. During the trial period, no 
team was found to have exceeded the 
one-minute limit between overs three 
times in an innings, and so the five-run 
penalty has not yet been imposed for 
this offence.

In addition to the stop clock, there 
are two other penalties that can be 
imposed to police over-rates in lim-
ited-overs cricket - a fielding penalty 
and monetary fines.

The fielding penalty is laid out as 
follows: if the fielding side fails to 
begin the final over of the innings by 
the stipulated cut-off time, after 
accounting for delays, they will have 
to bring an extra fielder into the 
30-yard circle for however many overs 
are remaining in the innings. So they 
will be allowed only four fielders 
outside the circle, instead of five, for 

the duration of the penalty. This rule, 
introduced in early 2022, applies to 
both men's and women's limited-
overs games.

The monetary fine includes a 5% 
cut in the team's match fee for every 
over they are short of the minimum 
required over rate, after the umpires 
have taken into account allowances 
for unavoidable delays. The fine for 
the captain is double that of his team-
mates, and the fines are capped at 
50% of the match fee.

The 2024 T20 World Cup in the 
USA and West Indies in June will have 
reserve days in place for the semi-
finals and final, in case of delays and 
interruptions. And each of those 
knockout games will require a min-
imum of 10 overs per innings to con-

stitute a completed game. For the 
group stages, the minimum require-
ment remains five-overs-per-side to 
constitute a match, as is the norm for 
T20 cricket.

The 2026 Men's T20 World Cup, 
like the upcoming edition, will com-
prise 20 teams, with 12 automatic 
qualifiers: the two hosts India and Sri 
Lanka as well as the other teams that 
make the Super Eights at the 2024 
T20 World Cup. Then, two to four 
teams (it will be fewer than four if 
India or Sri Lanka finish outside the 
top eight in 2024) are decided by who 
are the next highest-ranked teams in 
the ICC's T20I rankings on June 30, 
2024. The remaining eight spots for 
2026 will be decided through the 
usual regional qualifiers pathway.


